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First blast of winter brings snow chaos 


may sue BBC 
in beef scare 

Helpline linked Bovril to BSE 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

The BBC may face legal action 
by the giant US corporation 
which produces Bovril, after a 
radio helpline advised callers 
concerned about BSE - mad 
cow disease - to avoid meat 
pies, sausages, beelburgers and 
beef stock. 

The company, CPC, will to- 
day consider whether tosue the 
BBC. It said Bovril, which con- 
tains extract of boiled bones and 
carcasses, is produced from 
cattle raised in Argentina. 

Officials at the Meat and 
Livestock Commission said beef 
sales had fallen by five per cent 
last month, compared with last 
year, and blamed fears that 
mad cow disease could be trans- 
mitted to humans. 

Tests have been carried out 
after the death of a patient in 
Carlisle to establish if-tfae cause 
could be CreutzfeWt-Jakob Dis- 
ease (CJD). the equivalent of 
mad cow disease in hitmans. 
The Director of Public Health 
for North Cumbria Health Au- 
thority said ffie patient d iedof • 
the Cumberland Infmaary te-V 



the Lumocmnd innrnaEry re- 

cently. TheGcwernment Insists' ' 
there is no evidence that BSE 
can be transmitted from cattle 
to humans. 

Ian Ramsay, managing di- 
rector of CPC UK Limited, ac- 
cused the BBC helpline of 
•'complete and utter irrespon- 
sibility’’, and lodged a ccmi- 
plaint with the . BBC’s 
director-general, John But. Mr 
Ramsay said there was “cate- 1 
gorically never" any problem 
with its product CPC said that 
“Bovril beef drink. and stock 
products do not contain any of 
the materials that the Ministry 
of Agriculture. Fisheries ana 


Food has banned. The beef 
product in any case is not of 
BcHishorigiiLTheBBCtfidnot 
consult us on this matter.” 
Junior health minister Angela 
Bmwning told the BBC she was 
“very concerned” about the 
helpline’s ^advice, which she 
Says was given to members of 
her department when they 
phoned m after she appeared on 
th eYou andYours programme 
last ftjdigr- “In one of the an- 
swers, Otfe of tny officials was 
fold quito categorically. that 


pect, and indeed a branded 
name of a product was also in- 
cluded — lam very concerned 
that die consumer is being giv- 
en this sort of advice by the 
BBC,” she said: 

-The BBC said workers on the 
helpline, operated by an exter- 
nal company, were told to tell 
callers there was a debate on 
BSE, and the advice of the Gov- 
ernment's chief medical officer 
was that beef products were 
safe, although some scientists 
believed there might be a risk. 
' A BBC spokeswoman said: 
“There was one incident when 


one operator mistakenly used a 
brand name, Bovril, intending 
to mean the more generic terra 
stock cubes as the kind of beef 
products some scientists be- 
lieve may carry some risks.” But 
tile spokeswoman added that 
operator of helplines were al- 
ways briefed not to use trade 
names: “Wc are investigating 
. the situation,” she said. 

Scientists are increasingly 
critical of the Government ’s 
position. Colin Blake mo re, the 
eminent neurophysiologist at 
Oxford University, said recent 
cases of the human equivalent 
of BSE in Britain “most defi- 
nitely do not support [Health 
Secretary] Stephen DorreD’s 
statement earlier this week that 
there is ’no conceivable risk’ 
from eating beef." Shaun Hea- 
phy, a senior research feUow at 
Leicester University, said: 
“There is a grand experiment 
going cm in Britain with BSE, 
with us as the laboratory ani- 
mals—” Both scientists say they 
have given up eating beef. 

• The Meat and Livestock 
Commission blamed public 
fears over BSE for. part of the 
slide in beef sales, which follows 
a few months of marginal 
growth in the beef market 
. Nevertheless, ministers went 
on the offensive yesterday to 
bolster beefs public image. 
Agriculture Minister Douglas 
Hogg said it was “absolutely 
safe* to eat and that parents 
should be encouraging chil- 
dren to eat it while his Welsh 
counterpart Gwilym Jones, told 
Parliament “I am more than 
content to go on eating beef on 
a regular basis.” He repeated 
that there was no scientific ev- 
idence of a link between BSE 
and its human equivalent 

Colin BLakemore. page 18 



AU-white: Cyclists near Hosey Common, at Westerbam, Kent yesterday. Meanwhile, travellers using four wheels instead of two suffered lengthy 
delays on the roads, as the heavy snow and freezing temperatures combined to create ‘nightmare’ conditions Photo® aph: Peter Macdisrmid 


Iran backed plot to kill Arafat 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

SAFAHAERI 

Paris 

An attempt to kill Yasser Arafat 
was foiled when the leader of 
the militant Islamic Jihad or- 
ganisation was assassinated by 
Israeli Mossad agents in Malta 
in October, a source with access 
to Iranian intelligence bas told 
the Independent. 

Falhi ShkaJd, the Jihad 
leader, had just attended a 
meeting in Tnpoli. capital of 
Libya, with a senior Iranian en- 
voy at which they discussed 
plans to assassinate the PLO 
chairman. Islamic Jihad and 
Iran are both bitterly opposed 
to the peace agreement 


between Lsrael and the PLO 
signed by the Palestinian leader. 

The Iranian emissary who 
met Shkaki was Hussein Shaik- 
holesbtrtJ. the deputy foreign 
minister for Arab affairs, says 
the source. Mr ShaiKholesJajr, 
who is also believed to be 
deputy he3d of Iranian intelli- 
gence, has been a leading hard- 
liner in the Iranian government 
since he helped organise the 
takeover of the US embassy in 
Tehran in 1 979. 

Iranian intelligence believes 
the PLO gave Mossad, the Is- 
raeli foreign security organisa- 
tion, details of Shkakf s itinerary 
and fake passport, enabling 
them to arrange his assassina- 
tion outside his hotel in Vallet- 
ta on 26 October. Israel has not 


claimed responsibility for the 
killing of Shkaki. bur is widely 
believed to have been behind iL 

Shkaki checked into room 
616 of the Diplomat hotel in 
Valletta on the morning he was 
killed. He had shaved off his 
heard and was wearing a wig. 
but had no bodyguards. When 
he returned from a brief shop- 
ping trip he was met by two men 
on a motorcycle, one of whom 
shot him six times in the head. 

Relations between Mr Arufal 
and Iran, which is the main fi- 
nancial and political supporter 
of Islamic Jihad, have deterio- 
rated sharply this year. Three 
months aso Mr Arafat attacked 
Iran, saying: “No matter how 
much money you provide to Ji- 
had. vou will never succeed in 


stopping the peace process." 
Inin, in turn, has denounced Mr 
Arafat for supporting the 
American and Israeli policy of 
isolating Iran. 

Mamie Jihad, one of the 
most effective guerrilla organ- 
isations in the Middle EasL was 
created on the Iranian model. 

Iran continues to denounce 
Mr Arafat and the Oslo agree- 
ment expressing particular rage 
at his offer of condolences af- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli 
prime minister, was assassinat- 
ed on 4 November. Iranian in- 
telligence is said to be still 
targeting Mr Arafat, whose 
own security has been much in- 
creased since the deaths of 
Shkaki and Rabin. 

Murder foiled, page 13 
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Tire jewellery; believed to be worth £2150,000, after it was found in a garden shed 


DAVID US80RNE 

New Vbrk 

A baggage handler at New 
York s Kennedy Airport ap- 
peared in court yesterday on 
theft charges after the Duchess 
of York’s jewellery was found in 
a garden shed. 

The Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigations confirmed that 
both the lost items, a bracelet 
and a necklace, believed to be 
worth £251X000 and given to the 
Duchess ty the Queen as a wed- 
ding present, had been re- 
trieved. Five small diamonds 
were found missing from the 
necklace, however. 

Gilbert Ten-era, 19, an em- 
ployee of Hudson General com- 
pany. the baggage handling 
agent for British Airways at 
Kennedy Airport, was charged 
with “theft from an interstate 
shipment”. He could face a 
maximum 10 years in jail 


Mr Tenero led investigators 
to the jewels after being ques- 
tioned on Tuesday both by BA 
and FBI security agents. He 
took Lhcm first to his home in 
Queens, New York, where the 
damaged necklace had been 
hidden in an outdoor shed. 
The bracelet was later found in 
his locker at the airport 

The jewellery had been 
packed inside a small zip-up bag 
which, according to BA officials, 
the Duchess had initially taken 
on board Concorde as carry-on 
baggage for her QighL to Lon- 
don on Monday evening. She 
(hen changed her mind and gave 
it to her lady-in-waiting, Jane 
Du on- Butler, who was travelling 
on a sub-sonic flight to 
Heathrow 30 minutes later. 
Miss Dunn-Buticr apparently 
checked the bag into her plane's 
hold. 

Officials at both BA and the 
FBI expressed surprise at the 


way the bag had been passed 
around and then slowed. “1 
would not put something of that 
value in the hold." suggested 
James Kallstrom, an assistant di- 
rector with the FBI. John 
Lamp!. New York spokesman 
for BA. concurred: -Knowing 
the kind of value involved, it 
probably should have been tak- 
en on as carry-on baggage." 

Once checked in by the lady- 
in-waiting. the small bag was the 
last to enter the jumbo-jet's hold 
before departure. Mr Larapl 
said it posed an easy temptation, 
because it was a zip-up bag with- 
out any lock. 

The Hudson Company, he 
added, would have ip "look very 
carefully" about who it was hir- 
ing if it expected to keep its con- 
tract with the airline. 

The FBI said it was continu- 
ing the search for the missing 
five diamonds and was confi- 
dent they would be found. 


We could 
h due named it 
aftep a monkish 
habit but. 
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999 oity in Essex 

Industrial action by firefighters 
on Merseyside is poised _ to 
spread to the South-east after 
union members in Essex voted 
to ban all but emergency calk 
on two days.' ■ ' ^*6^ ^ 

Profit from cfeabied 

Six banks naming a car-leasing 
company for a disabled charity 
have allegedly made “unjusti- 
fied” profits. Page 2 


Scientists will learn tonight 
whether the Galileo space mis- 
sion to Jupiter fcas completed 
the most perious stage of its 23 
bfffwn-mile journey. Rage JO 


100 accountants face ruin over clanger 




JOHN WILLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Nearly 15Q chartered accoun- 
tants face personal bankruptcy, 
following a record damages 
award in the High' Court yes- 
terday worth £I05m induing 
interest and costs. • 

Each of the partners in 
Binder Hamlyn affected by the 
judgment are personally liable 
for around a quarter of a mfl- 
lion pounds each- Binder’s said 
yesterday it will “vigorously ap- 
peal against the award". 

ADX an electronic security 
company, won the damages 


against Binder's - believed to be 
the biggest ever in tffe UK 
against an accountancy firm - 
after a judge criticised crucial 
information the firm volun- 
teered during a lafaxwer bid five 

years ago. 

■ Jonathan Sumption, QC, 
representing Binder’s, told Mr 
Justice May that his client’s .in- 
surance cover fell short of the 
total £JG5m damages and in- 
terest by £34m. Legal sources 
said this would mean that ah the 
partners- that had worked at 
Binder “a since 1990. when the 

deal took place, were now liable 
for. the shortfall. 


ADT first brought the claim 
in August 1992. Sources dose 
to the firm said that the total 
number of partners liable was 
unclear because of retirements 
and deaths, but was probably 
between 130 and 150. 

Most of Binder’s was bought 
last year by giant US rival 
Arthur Andersen but legal 
sources said that it would not be 
liable. 

However, the award is like- 
ly to please Michael Ashcroft, 
the entrepreneur who built 
ADT in the 1980s through a se- 
ries of audacious acquisitions 
which alienated the City. 


Mr Sumption successfully 
applied to the judge for a hear- 
ing to ask for a slay of settle- 
ment until an appeal is heurd. 
Legal sources expect any appeal 
to take up to a year. 

Binder's had signed off an au- 
dit for in October 1959 for Bri- 
tannia Securities Group, target 
of a takeover bid, which con- 
firmed to ADT that Binder’s 
stood by the audit. .ADT then 
spent £105m buying Britannia. 
The judge found that the ac- 
countants had been negligent in 
their audit or the company and 
its subsidiaries and it was worth 
only f 40m. He awarded bidder 


ADT the difference between 
the purchase and true values. 

Binder's worked for BSG - 
not .ADT the electronic security 
company seeking to buy out the 
shares. The judge found the firm 
had assumed responsibility to 
.ADT at a business meeting in 
January 1990. 
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Banks accused of profiteering from the disabled 


Six high street banks running a 
flJibn car leasing company for 
a disabled charity have made 
“unjustified” profits, accord- 
ing to a former deputy chairman 
of the company. 

Motability Finance Ltd, 
which leases 80.000 cars a year 
by using disabled people's 
£32.63 a week mobility al- 
lowance, has twice landed wind- 
fall profits but it does not fully 
explain how much was made or 
where the money went. 

The leasing company was 
set up by the charity, MotabQ- 
ity. to capitalise on bulk dis- 
counts. It is the largest car 
leasing company in the world, 
but it is currently being inves- 
tigated by the National Audit 
Office following claims that it 
. has become secretive, refusing 


Charity concerned over financial aspects of car leasing. Steve Boggan reports 


to publish the accounts of a 
number of associated partner- 
ship subsidiaries controlled by 
Barclays, NatWest, Midland, 
Lloyds, the Royal Bank of Scot- 
land and the Bank of Scotland. 

Last night, Alan Simpson, 
Labour MP For Nottingham 
South, tabled 16 parliamentary 
questions for Peter Lilley, the 
Secretary of State for Social Se- 
curity, demanding information 
on the finance company. 

Since its creation in 1977, 
some governors of Motability 
(the charity) have complained 
that file workings of Motabili- 
ty Finance Ltd (MFL, the fi- 
nance company) have been 


tept 

However, internal corre- 
spondence obtained by the In- 
dependent reveals that there 
has been a boardroom split 
within MFL over who should 
handle the charity's money. 

Alan Outten, a former 
deputy 'Chairman of MFL and 
one of its directors for 15 years, 
wrote to Simon Willis, a former 
director of Motability, in June 
1993 arguing that the charity 
should take over MFL 

Mr Outten, 62, died last Sat- 
urday after a battle against can- 
cer. He voiced his concern over 
MFL, of which he was vice- 
chairman for eight years, in a 


letter ra 1993 in which he wrote: 
“For the last year or so, I have 
been increasingly convinced 
that we should look at the pos- 
sibility of the charity taking 
over MFL — All the costs and 
expenses of MFL are recovered 
in the pricing of the initial 
rentals All the computer sys- 
tems, premises, staff salaries and 
pension contributions, operat- 
ing costs, consultancy and pro- 
fessional fees etc are and have 

tonnTC [disabled people]. 

“Accordingly, the banks have 
no investment in MFL and a 
valid case could be made for 
saying that the charity, acting on 


behalf of the disabled, has paid 
for and therefore effectively 
owns MFL.” 

MFL receives an element of 
customers’ Disability living Al- 
lowance directly from the De- 
partment of Serial Security, 
ensuring it was free of bad 
debts. 

Mr Simpson said: “The char- 
ity does a foie job but the finance 
company behind it represents a 
monopoly providing risk-free 
profits for a group of banks in- 
stead of pushing costs down fur- 
ther for the disabled. 

“It is extremely doubtful to 
me whether the banks require 
such a large reserve against in- 


creases in tax rates,” he said. 

The banks were hedging against 

a possible increase in corpora- 
tion tax from 33 per cent to 50 
per cent, which never occurred 
’Brice, he said, the banks 
made win dfall profits from tun- 
ning MFL, once when corpo- 
ration taxes were lowered and 
once when, in 1988, they took 


before interest rates iz_ 
Proceeds went towards a new 
charity, called the Motability 
Tenth Anniversary Trust Fund 
Ltd. That currently stands at 
about £40m. 

In another letter, dated 17 
March 1993, to David Maxwell 


of KFMG Peat Marwick, for- 
merly the charity’s auditors, 
Mr Outten criticised the £40m 
projected contingency fund 

Gerry Acher, head of audit 
at KPMG Peat .Maiwfck and 
vice dtairman of Motability, said 

Mr Ou tten's proposals had 
been considered but rejected 
because it would have been in- 
appropriate for the governors of 
a charity to bear responsibility 

for £lJbn of liabilities. 

Reported profits of £8Sm on 
the Je-asmg side of the business, 
he said, foiled to take into ac- 
count tax and interest pay- 
ments which brought true 
profits for fiie banks to just £6m 
for 1993 and £8£m for 1984. 

He said Motabilfty' s latest ac- 
counts, due in three weeks, 
would be more transparent. 


Union warning: Merseyside dispute set to spread over proposal to close four stations and shed 645 posts 

Firefighters 
threaten to 
strike over 


job cuts 



BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

Signs emerged yesterday that 
the four-month campaign of in- 
dustrial action by firefighters on 
Merseyside in protest at spend- 
ing cuts is poised to spread to 
the south-east of England. 

The Fire Brigades Union in 
Essex has voted to ban all but 
emergency calls on 15 and 16 
December, and the union's re- 
gional council for London yes- 
terday recommended strike 
action over proposals to slim 
down the service in the capital. 

Merseyside firefighters are to 
press their union's executive 
next Thursday to call an emer- 
gency national conference to 
discuss the situation in the Liv- 
erpool area and to urge the na- 
tional leadership to back., 
national action. 

The Local Government 
Management Board, which ne- 
gotiates nationally with the 
FBU, was yesterday still as- 
sessing the roll implications of 
renewed pressure on council fi- 
nances, but it was dear that fire 
brigades throughout the coun- 
try would be faced with cut- 
backs. 

Tomorrow, the London Fire 
and Gvil Defence Authority will 


be discussing a recommendation 
that the service should lose 645 
posts over the next 25 months 
- nearly a tenth of the work- 
force. The four fire stations un- 
der threat of closure are 
Shooters Hill and Downham in 
south-east London and Man- 
chester Square and Barbican in 
the centre of the capital. 

The plan was drawn up by 
Brian Robinson, chief officer of 
the London brigade, who be- 
lieves the cutbacks can be 
achieved over the next two 
years through “natural wastage” 
and a freeze on recruitment. 

Jimmy Fitzpatrick, FBU ex- 
ecutive member for London, 
said 'the regional committee 
would attempt to fight the pro- 
posals by lobbying politicians 
and enlisting the aid of com- . 
munity organisations, but ulti- 1 
matdy believed the future of the 
brigade could depend on mem- 
bers' willingness to take indus- 
trial action. 

“Emergency service work- 
ers do not take strike action ac- 
tion lightly. It is very much the 
last resort.’* He said, however, 
that file cuts envisaged by Mr 
Robinson were “drastic”. He be- 
lieved the response times of fire 
engines would inevitably dete- 
riorate because of the closure 



Uncertain future: Firefighters at Shooters Hill, south-east London, one of four stations threatened with closure 


of stations. “In the fire service 
seconds can mean the difference 
between life and death. Man- 
agement is taking is a gamble.” 
Mr Fitzpatrick said that if 
London took action it would be 
co-ordinated with Merseyside 
which has already staged a 
total of nine 9-hour-strikes 


and twelve 24-hour stoppages. 
Mike Lawson, Merseyside rep- 
resentative on the FBU execu- 
tive, believes there is 
considerable support around 
the country for national action 
in protest at cutbacks. 

The union has already threat- 
ened to take national industri- 


al action if there are any com- 
pulsory redundancies, but many 
FBU branches are concerned 
abut the erosion of the service 
through natural wastage. 

Ken Cameron, general sec- 
retary of the union, said that last 
year almost 200 posts disap- 
peared in England and Wales 


and at least the same number 
of jobs would be lost in the com- 
ing year. “We fear that the fire 
service will only be able to 
meet its statutory obligations by 
lowering standards of fire cov- 
er which inevitably puts (he pub- 
lic at risk. Every appliance 
taken off the run makes the 


Photograph: Edward Webb 

country a more dangerous 
place,” he said. 

Some seasoned observers be- 
lieve, however, that the prophe- 
cies of swingeing jobs cuts are 
routine at this time of the year 
when the union is attempting to 
maximise the amount of mon- 
ey devoted to the service. 


PVC link to 
cot death likely 
to be rejected 


GLENDA COOPER 

Independent experts are ex- 
pected to reject arty connection 
between cot deaths and PVC 
mattresses in a report released 
tomorrow. 

The review was ordered by 
the Chief Medical Officer, Dr 
Kenneth Caiman, after Central 
TVs The Cook Report claimed 
that chemicals in mattresses 
could emit toxic gases. 

The study will be published 
m this week's edition of the 
Lancet, the medical journal, 
and cost more than £100,000 to 
complete. However, the ex- 
perts will report that they could 
find no evidence to back the 
programme's theory, according 
to yesterday's Financial Times. 

The Cook Report broadcast in 

November 1 994 alleged that de- 
terioration of uot mattress ma- 
terial led to the emission of toxic 
gases which could cause sudden 
infant death. It said that bed- 
wetting released a fungal reac- 
tion in phosphorus and 
antimony, chemicals used by 
some manufacturers to make 
mattresses flame-retardant. 

As a result Bools and other 
reuutacs withdrew mattresses 
from sale and thousands of 
parents contacted a special 
pbonelinc. 


Manufacturers were hit hard, 
including Cassidy Brothers of 
Blackpool, who blame a £90,000 
fall in pre-tax profits on the ef- 
fects of the programme. 

Thomas Cassidy, the chair- 
man of the company, said: “We 
were deluged with calls from 
members of the public. It went 
on for weeks. Sales immediately 
went down and several small 
companies went out of busi- 
ness.” 

In March research carried out 
by the Scottish Cot Death Trust 
found that cot-death infants 
had lower levels of antimony in 
their bodies than infants who 
had died of other causes. “But 
by then the damage was done,” 
said Mr Cassidy. 

Of around 600,000 births 
each year there were 912 deaths 
in 1991 and 456 in 1992, a re- 
duction of almost a half. The 
dramatic drop followed the 
Government's “Back to Sleep” 
campaign launched by the tele- 
vision personality, Anne Dia- 
mond. in December 1991. It 
advises parents to lay babies on 
their backs rather than stom- 
achs. However, 10 babies still 
die from cot deaths every week. 

Miss Diamond, whose son 
was a victim of cot death four 
years ago, was widely credited 
with galvanising authority into 



Roger Cook: Report claimed 
PVC could emit toxic gases 

action. She said her son's mat- 
tress had been tested for the 
Cook report and it had high lev- 
els of antimony. 

The idea that contamination 
of mattresses was linked to cot 
deaths was first mooted in the 
late 1980s when Barry Richard- 
son, a consultant scientist spe- 
cialising in deterioration of 
materials, discovered that in- 
dustrial PVC was used for ba- 
bies’ mattresses. 

A spokeswoman for The 
Cook Report said that the pro- 
gramme stood by its claims but 
“until we have seen the inter- 
im report it would be inappro- 
priate to comment”. 

A survey earlier this year re- 
vealed that a baby whose moth- 
er and father smokes is five 
times more likely to be a cot 
death victim than one in a non- 
smoking home. 

And last year scientists from 
Middlesex University said re- ■ 
gioual variations in infant 
deaths could be linked to water- 
logged soils which cause breath- 
ing problems. 


Tories’ school claim backfires 


JOHN RENTOUL 
and FRAN ABRAMS 

The Conservatives’ campaign to 
undermine Tony Blair over an 
opt-out school ballot in his 
constituency blew up in their 
faces yesterday when the 
school’s headteacher and the 
chairman of the governors con- 
demned a government investi- 
gation into allegations that 
parents were intimidated. 

Eamonn I^rrar, headteacher 
of Hurworth school in Mr 
Blair’s Sedgefield constituency, 
who had campaigned unsuc- 
cessfully for parents to vote to 
adopt grant-maintained status, 
said he will not co-operate with 


the investigation. He told the 
Newcastle Journal: “We cannot 
be used in this way. Anybody 
who is keeping it rolling along 
is not helping. We want to be left 
alone. It's our school.” 

Derek Mason, the Toiy coun- 
cillor who is chairman of the 
governors of school outside 
Darlington, also attacked the 
Education depamnem's deci- 
sion to “stick their oar in”. He 
told the Independent. “We want 
to draw a line under the ballot, 
heal all the wounds and build 
some bridges.” 

Parents at tbe Hurworth 
school in Mr Blair's Sedgefield 
constituency voted by 63 to 37 
per cent this week not to opt out 


of Durham County Council's 
control, after tbe head alleged 
the local Labour Party misled 
and intimidated th em. 

Mrs Shephard's officials yes- 
terday “called for information" 
from Durham council, al though 
a department spokeswoman 
said rite was “not aware of spe- 
cific complaints, hut there has 
been quite a bit of coverage”. 
Articles repeating claims of in- 
timidation appeared in the Srni- 
day Express and yesterday’s 
Daily Telegraph. 

Mr Farrar, who launched the 
campaign for the school to opt 
out when he became headmas- 
ter three months ago, claimed 
Labour activists, teacher unions 


and Durham council had spread 
misinformation. He claimed a 
party member had even re- 
ferred to him on the doorstep 
of one parent as a “pillock". 

But yesterday he said: “The 
parents have (tedded and I’m 
happy about that Now I just 
want to get on with ray job of 
providing a quality education for 
the children-” 

David Blunkett, Labour’s ed- 
ucation spokesman, claimed 
Mrs Shephard’s officials were 
“embarrassed” by the decision 
to investigate, and the feet that 
Education department press 
releases “are now being faxed 
around by Conservative Central 
Office” 



A revolutionary new drug is 
being tested which could help 
to eliminate flu epidemics, it 
emerged yesterday. 

The drug, known by the code 
GG-167, does not kill the virus 
bat stops it spreading around 
the body. This should make it 
easier for the body's immune . 
system to mop up the infection . 
before it can take hold. 

The pharmaceutical giant 
Glaxo has embarked oo the sec- 
ond of three trials being held to 
test the drug, and establish 
how best to administer.it. The 
company’s chief executive, 
Richard Sykes, is reported to 
have given the project top 


priority. Trials were delayed 
last year because there were not 
enough flu patients to act as 
guinea-pigs. 

The initial trial - launched in 
1993 and involving 160 volun- 
teers - showed that flu patients 
who took GG-167 recovered 
more qiftddy than those who did 
not Glaxo has started recruit- 
ing 1,500 flu volunteers in the 
US and Europe, 'including the 
UK, for a modi bigger trial. 

The company expects to 
apply for alkience to market the 

drug in about a year's time. If 
approved, GG-167 may be on 
sale from about 1998. 

.Flu kills an average 3,000 to 


4,000 people in Britain each 
winter, mostly affecting the 
elderly, and people with respi- 
ratory problems or weak 
immune systems. 

A Glaxo spokesman, Martin 

Sutton, said: “It is too early to 
redly tell if this drug can save 
lives ... It looks promising, but 
we have to complete the clini- 
cal trials and find out which peo- 
ple would be most appropriate 
to benefit from iL” 

The drug was developed us- 
ing powerful computer pro- 
grammes which can produce 
graphics showing the structure 
of complex molecules in 3-D. 
GG-167 works by blocking the 


action of an enzyme called 
neuraminidase, which allows 
the vires to escape from infected 
cells and spread throughout 
the body. Scientists designed 
new molecules which bind to the 
enzyme andjamit,mthesame 
waythat a key jams in a lock. 

The drug was first discovered 
by an. Australian scientist and 
has been developed, with 
finandalbaddogfrom Glaxo, by 
the small Australian company,. 
Biota. ‘ 

An American team of scien- 
tists based at Alabama Univer- 
sity is reported to be working . 
along similar lines, but has not 
progressed as for. 


IN bkii:i 


Loyalist politician 
guilty in gun case 

Three men, including a leading 
loyalist politician, were found 
guilty yesterday of conspiring to 
run guns to theoutlawcd Ulster 
Volunteer force. 

The High Court in Glasgow 
was told that six men were ar- 
rested after police seized a 
semi-automatic pistol and a 
machine-gun being! 
fromAidric to Live 

Lindsay Robb, 22 

Progressive Unio 1 ^ ’ 

found guOty of < 
spiracy to further the purposes 
of the UVF. John Johnston, 49, 
from FhJkirk, and William 
McArthur, 41, from Bonny- 
bridge, both central Scotland, 
were also found guilty of con- 
spiracy. Three others were ac- 
quitted of conspiracy but found 
guilty on lessercharges invohr- 


was adjourned for 



two weeks. 


Deportation delay 

The Nigerian asylum-seeker at 
the centre of a jpoKtical row over 
Conservative Central Office in- 
volvement . in his planned 
deportation at the weekend 
has been allowed an extra two 
weeks to prepare a more de- 
tailed case. Abiodun Igbindu, 
25, a member of an opposition 
group, says he has been arrest- 
ed more than ! G times and tor- 
tured and fears for his life 
should he be returned. 

West appeal 

Rosemary West is to lodge her 
appeal against ter conviction on 
10 charges of murder with the 
Court of Appeal within the 
next few days, her solicitor said 
She will challenge the admssi- 
bility of key evidence in her 
trial at winchester Crown 
Court, argue that some charges 
should have been heard sepa- 
rately and ask that part of the 
judge’s summing-up should be 
reviewed. 

Virgin victory 

Tbe Advertising Standards Au- 
thority has ordered PepsiCo 
International to change the 
way it advertises its Pepsi Chal- 
lenge which ctaims its cola 
tastes the best after a complaints 
from Richard Branson, whose 
Virgin group recently launched' 
its own cola brand. 

Royal price 

A painting which has belonged 
to the royal fomflfes of Britain, 
France and Spain was sold for 
more than £5m. The Finding of 
Moses, painted for Charles I by 
his court painter Orazio Geu- 
tileschi in 1633-34, was bought 
at Sotheby's by an anonymous 
private collector. 

Tagging drive 

Magistrates are being issued 
with guidelines to encourage 
them to make more use of 
electronic tagging and save 
Home Office plans from disas- 
ter. In nearly sn months only 17 
out of a posable 5,000 offend- 
ers have been tagged 

Prize journalism 

Three journalists have won 
awards for their work with the 
Independent and the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday. In the Medical 
Journalists' Association awards 
for 1995, sponsored by Nonwcb 
Union Healthcare, Celia Hall, 
former Medical Editor of the In- 
dependent, was runner-up in 
the main category for her ex- 
clusive account of how 
haemophiliacs became infected 
with Hepatitis C from blood 
transfusions. Steve Connor, for- 
mer Science Correspondent of 
tbe Independent, received a 
commendation for revealing 
the world's “first” Aids case - 
a Manchester man who died in 
1959 - was false. Annabel Fer- 
riman, a freelance contributor 
to the Independent on Sunday. 
was commended for a feature 
on stress* 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 
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Snowbound England: Four die as wintry blast causes danger for motorists and leaves the south at a standstill 

Icy ‘nightmare’ brings trail of chaos 


peter victor 

Drivers were waraedrto brace 
them selves for more winter 
todbacks today, assnowktd fee 
continues to leave :a trail of 
chaos across England Pour 
Pfopfe are thought' to’ have 
died after skidding out of con- 
trol and scores of motorists 
spent neariy24h6urstra{^jed 
in an M25 service station after 
a section of the motorway was 
cut off iri^icy blizzards.. - 

Motoring ,«• organisations 
spake rfYugfamjare” conditions 
on snowbound-, and icy roads. 
Hie Siberian blast sweeping 
much of the country is expect- 
ed to Jast tmtO tie weekend, 
when the frosts will begin to 
thaw. 

Worst affected yesterday 
were Kent and Surrey, with 
the M25 severefyhitby snow on 
a stretch straddling both coun- 
ties between junctions five and. 
six. The section was dosed in- 


Devorv Dorset, Wiltkirreand 
Aworv can expect sri6wiDday. : 
But the air -ItoW. wiH become 
moresoutherty by, Friday and" : 
athaW'fe-esqa^tecf to setin 
by the we^eod/. j %J -\ . 

termittently throughout the 
morning as police tried to avoid 
a recurrence of Tuesday night’s 
37-mile logjam from mid- 
Surrey to the Dartford timneL. 

Even gritting lprries were 
stuck in the snow as they tried 
to dodge their way along'car- 
riageways littered with aban- 
doned cars, the RAC said. 

In Nottinghamshire, police 
were investigating whether 
sncrwwaspartlyresponsiblefior 
a crash in which a father anri his 
two children died. GtyriFahner, . 
37. was driving his Nissan Mf- 
cra car with his 10-year-old 
son, Darren, in the front seat 
and his daughter, Paula-Marie, 
eighth the back seat when they - 
were in a crash with anarticu- - 
laled lorry on the A6097T»ear . 
Oxton, Nottinghamshire. : - ;■ 
One woman driver died and 
her husband was seriously 
injured when their ctf -skidded : 
on the A4C truakxoad at Car- * 
marthenand crashedinto road \ 
signs in tht early horns. ■■ • - ' 
Hundreds of trapped tejv---:- 
ellers spent neater 2iholbs at . 
CJackett Lane Stevice Station.' 
on the M25. And despite the” 
massive police and rescue ser-, 
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Stranded: While motorists sit gricHodted on the M25, a lorry lies abandoned on the hard shoulder of the closed anti-clockwise carriageway 


Photograph: Steve Reigate 


vice opcration ro dear the or- peering severe falls across the should also keep extra warm from the Continent and spread shire and Avon, can expect terdav morning’s quoted odds 

bitalbetwceri Caterhirm, Surrey south-east and we are calling in dothing and a blanket in the car westwards to central counties of snow. But the air flow would be- of 5-1. Spokesman Paul Austin 

n'unctioU ' 6) and Seyenoaks, . ertra staff in to cope." and take a vacuum flask. England. Pans of Norfolk and come more southerly by Friday said: “As soon as our customers 

Kpnt;,(JonctioH 5), many mo- Rayner PBett of the AAsafck A London Weather Centre Suffolk can expect a covering of and a thaw was expected to set can’t feel their fingers and toes 

torids werti^rti^yertezd^. ‘‘fUaffic is a nightmare at the spokesman warned more snow three to four centimetres, he in by the weekend. they start betting heavily on a 

-An RAG spofe^man said:: moment Our advice is to try was forecast tor last night in the said. For the second day running white Christmas.” 

“Jbere^rc stUl terrfele profjr mid stagger journeys; take ex- south-eastern quarter of Today the wind is expected to yesterday bookmakers slashed William Hill cut their odds 
^K..Tbdre k heavy snow:' tea time and speak to your boss Britam, particularly East Anglia, shift to a more south-easterly odds against a white Christmas, from 7-1 to 5-1 and are bracing 

falling in ih£ area-rind condi- nicely to allow you to leave work Essex and Kent A fresh band (Erection and southern counties. Ladbrokes cut their price to themselves for a £100,000 pay- 

tions areworseaung. 'We are ex- a little bit earlier.” Drivers of snow is expected to arrive especially Devon. Dorset, Wilt- 2-1 after a rush of bets on yes- out if it snows on December 25. 


terday morning's quoted odds 
of 5-1. Spokesman Paul Austin 


Experts try to quell fears Global village prepares 

Oyer manimriiic fall I to welcome Andrew Neil 


JAMES CUSWK. 


terday told aririous parents not 
to panic over tire number of 
meningitis cases in recent 
months, which may be evidence 
of an “eartywroterpeakT of the 
seasonal disease. . 

Yesterday tee ccmfirmatinn of 
farther meningitis cases in 
Cleveland and btoltii^iarnslure 
were likely to add topareatsfar 
cxeaang anxiety over their chfl- 
drenV health. However,' the - 
Conummicable Diseases Sur- 
verDance Centre, part of the 
Pubhdfeatth Laboratory, said 
panie was unwarranted arid 
that dute Ieyris’: “were nothin' 
their expectation^* tor this time 
of the year„ . 

A^okesnoxtumtortoepHL 
said: to aHtfcqrate recording 
some 2,000 cas^ M!dh jrear. 

day.” centre saidfigm^^; 
the first 20 months, ceftbe year . 
were roughly in tire expected 
ranges seen over the fest fivej; 
years. Only a marginal increase.' 
in October’s figures indicated 
the disease, most common -hr" 
winter; months, may have ; 
peaked ahead of tee high nor- - 



paxtment is now hoping that 
their public reassurances, given 
after the death of Reece Mc- 
CawH, will stop pupils being 
kept away from school by wor- 
ried parents. 

In north Nottinghamshire, a 
16-year-old girl from Rufford 
School, Edwmstowe. has been 
diagnosed as suffering from 



Pupils ara being kept away from Palflster Park School 


mally expected in January or 
February. 

More crises of menm g ttfr -to 
add to those recently reported 
m. lincotoShire, West York - . 


don -were confirmed yesterday. 

It was tesdosed teat a second 
youngster had (fieri, and six 
othera were iQ , in tee latest ad- 
dhions to the duster of cases to' 
hit tite north-east. : . 

Four-year-old Reece Mc- 
Cav^apiqjilatPalhsterPaik. 
•TPrkna^ School in'Middle&r 
f brough, Cleveland, died last 
-' Boday. The second victim is) a 


16-year-old from County 
Durham. 

Three other confirmed cas- 
es have also been recorded in 
tee same county. The patients 
include a two-year-old from 
Peteriee and a four-year-old 
from Crook who attends a lo- 
cal nursery. A pupil from 
Parkview Comprehensive, and 
a 17-year-old student attending 
New College, Durham, me two 
confirmed cases from Cbester- 
le -Street. A 12-year-old from 
Bisbopton near Darlington is 
also one of tee new cases. 

Cleveland Education Dc- 


Mansfield, has already received 
treatment for the disease. 

Simon Kroll, Professor of 
Paediatrics at St Mary’s Hos- 
pital. London, one of the UK’s 
leading centres for the study of 
meningococcal disease, said: 
“"Using to word ‘outbreak’ to de- 
scribe what we are seeing 
is making a mistake. It is 
imprecise and has emotional 
overtones.” 

Most of tee population ac- 
quire some immunity to the dis- 
ease during childhood. 
However, in young children 
there is an increased risk. 
Adolescents also experience a 
slightly increased risk. The dis- 
ease is classified as “seasonal” 
with normal peaks expected in 
the winter. Prof KroU said “dus- 
ters” of tbe disease were part of 
its normal behaviour. 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Andrew Neil, the combative for- 
mer editor of the Sunday Times. 
has landed a major BBC chat 
show a year after his planned 
American prime time pro- 
gramme failed to materialise. 

Uniquely. The Andrew Neil 
Show will be broadcast live 
bote on BBC2 and on BBC 
World, tec BBC’s internation- 
al information channel, which 
is said ro be available in 49 mil- 
lion homes in 111 countries. 

The show will start at 2.10pm 
on BBC2. when Mr Neil will 
interview a person involved in 
the big story of the day. From 
230pm it will also go out on 
BBC World, with an interviewee 
of more global interest 

Viewers wfll be encouraged 
to “inleraci” with tee show by 
sending in questions by e-mail, 
fax, phone or on tee Internet 
These will flash up on a com- 
puter in front of Mr NeiL 

The former editor, who is 
presenting a second series of Is 
This Your Life? on Channel 4, 
said he was delighted to have 
clinched tee show to run three 
times a week from 9 January. 
But be emphasised: “This is not 


a political show. We have to cov- 
er everything. 1 always see 
things in Sunday Times section 
terms, and I will cover every- 
thing from tee style section to 
tee news review." 

He said tee interviewees he 
would have asked to appear on 
the show yesterday were Jane 
Dunn-Butler. the luckless lady- 
in-waiting who misbid tee 
Duchess of York's diamonds; 
Julia Somerville, who has been 
cleared of wrong-doing over the 
photographs other seven-year- 


Andrew Neil: BBC2 show 
to be broadcast worldwide 


old daughter, and the Duchess 
of York. For tee global interview 
slot he would be looking for fig- 
ures such as Jacques Chirac, the 
French president. James Hewitt 
the former lover of tee Princess 
of Wales, and Henry Kissinger. 

Although tee show is on day- 
time television, the 13-wcek 
contract is a prestigious one for 
Mr NeD, who has become a 
familiar face on television. Last 
Sunday he got the upper hand 
of Mis Merton on her show, but 
in August he was criticised in a 
Times review of Is This Your 
Life? for over-aggression: 
“Cackling, Neil cranks tee han- 
dle while flimsy celebrities such 
as Olivia Newton-John squeal, 
creak and dismember,” it said. 

Neil left Rupert Murdoch's 
News Corporation in November 
last year after a plan for him to 
from a high-profile current 
affairs show on Fox, tee US 
national television network, 
broke down. Since then he has 
pursued a lucrative career as a 
freelance writer and broad- 
caster. He is also leading a 
consortium which has bid 
around £250m for tee Express 
newspaper group, although it 
seems unlikely that its owner. 
Lord Stevens, will wish to sell. 


news 

Tory MP 
‘lied to 
cover up 
his gay 
affair’ 


REBECCA FOWLER 

David Ashby, the Tory Nip, was 
described us "a hypocrite, a liar 
and a homosexual” yesterday, 
in his libel action against the 
Sunday Tunes and Andrew NeiL 
tee former editor, in which he 
denies be had an affair with an- 
other man. 

In his opening remarks. 
Richard Hartley QC for the 
Sunday Tones said that although 
there was no problem with a 
man being presented as gay in 
the 1990s. Mr Ashby had pro- 
moted himself as a married 
man for his career as an MP and 
lied about his sexuality. 

Mr Ashby. 55. separated 
from Silvana Ashby. 55. his 
Italian wife, after what he 
described as 2$ “tempestuous” 
years of marriage in 1993. He 
was accused of leaving her to 
live dose to another man in 
Soutb-west London. 

“You have to consider 
whether people do have mid-life 
crises, and have to say to their 
wives '1 now find my homosex- 
ual leanings arc too much',” Mr 
Hanley said to the jury. 

Mr Ashby was accused of 
having homosexual relations 
with his neighbour. Dr Ciaran 
Kilduff, 32. Mr Ashby bought 
the flat above Dr Kilduff's in 
Putney after his separation. 

Although the two men admit 
they shared a double bed dur- 
ing'a trip to tee Chateau Tilquc 
hotel in northern France in 
January 1994, they denied they 
were physically intimate. They 
said it was done to reduce tee 
cost of their trip. 

Mr Hartley said the two men 
slept in tec same bed, despite 
tee fan teat the hotel had 33 va- 
cant rooms. A twin-bedded 
room was available at tee same 
price, also in the old part of 
tee hotel, which Mr Ashby pre- 
ferred. 

Although the Sunday Tunes 
accepts Mr Ashby did not share 
a bed with a man on another trip 
to Goa, in India, as it alleged in 
an article on 16 January. 1994. 
it alleges Mr Ashby is a homo- 
sexual and denies libel. 

Mrs Ashby, who has repeat- 
edly accused her husband of 
being gay. did not give evi- 
dence yesterday because she 
was ill. 

Andrew Alderson, a senior 
Sunday Times journalist, who 
wrote two articles on Mr Ash- 
by, told the libel jury that the 
paper was first alerted to his 
domestic problems when it 
received anonymous phone 
calls alleging he bad left his wife 
to be dose to another man. Mr 
Alderson visited Mrs Ashby in 
her South-west London home. 

“I asked her if her marriage 
was over,” Mr Alderson said. 
“She said "yes'. I said 'I under- 
stand it was fairly unusual cir- 
cumstances for h£s leaving'. She 
said 'yes' and invited me in 
ro her home for a lengthy 
conversation.” 

Mr Alderson said Mrs Ash- 
by told him her husband was 
having an affair with Dr Kilduff. 
whom the paper never named. 

The jury was also played a 
taped interview with Robert 
Sheridan, the homosexual part- 
ner of Brian Ashby. Mr Ashby's 
older brother, who lived in 
Kentucky openly as a homo- 
sexual before his recent death 
from a heart condition. 

Mr Sheridan painted a bleak 
picture of the Ashby family, ap- 
parently tom apart by greed 
over the family business. 

When Mr Sheridan. Brian's 
partner for 25 years, was asked 
if Mr Ashby was a homosexual 
he said he did not know. 

“Englishmen are usually very 
refined, they have a little bit 
more of a gentle touch to 
them,” he said. “It wouldn’t sur- 
prise me if every Englishman 
was gay.” 

The case continues. 
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Britain and booze: Pub trend is latest innovation by brewers fitting to maintain profits as a nation's drinking ha bits shift 

Rise of alcoholic 


lemonade tops 
off ale’s decline 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

The latest trend in British drink* 
ing habits is enough to make the 
hardened real ale drinker choke 
on his pint Bass, the country's 
second-biggest brewer, yester- 
day disclosed that it is selling 
more than 2-5 million bottles a 
week of the Hooper’s Hooch 
brand of alcoholic lemonade it 
launched in June. 

Put in context, the 2-5 million 
half-pint bottles equates to 
5,000 barrels - roughly twice the 
output of a medium-sized 
regional brewer like Fuller, 
Smith & Tinner in London. 

Hooper's Hooch, launched 
to compete with the Merrydown 
cider group's Australian Two 
Dogs lemonade, has surpassed 
all expectations. 

Alcoholic lemonade has be- 
come a fashionable drink 
among City dealers and young 
males who' as their macho im- 
age demands, top off the 4.7 per 
cent alcoholic strength with 
chasers of neat double Vodkas. 

“Since Hooper's Hooch ar- 
rived in June it has done noth- 
ing but grow. It may be a fad, I 
don't know," said Sir Ian Pross- 
er, chairman and chief execu- 
tive of Bass. 




.OLD 


A barman with some of the so-called designer lagers 
which have helped transform the British pub trade 




Fad or not, the success of 
Hooper's Hooch and Two Dogs 
speaks volumes for the changes 
in drinking habits. All drinks 
have their day - witness the rise 
and fall of Ba bychain - but the 
current trends indicate that 
higher strength, and higher 
priced drinks, will continue to 
grow in popularity. 

Drinks manufacturers have - 
reacted not only to the chang- 
ing demands of consumers, but 
also to pressure from share- 
holders to increase profits. Giv- 
en that the beer market is 


mature, the need to innovate 
has become paramount 

However, changes really 
started back in the 1950s when 
an increasing number of women 
started using pubs and de- 
manded more than their usual 
tipple of port and lemon. 

The advent of commercial 
television in 1955, and the in- 
creasing introduction of lager 
beers, accelerated the innova- 
tion process sharply as viewers 
were blitzed with commercials 
for drinks such as Martini, Ad- 
vocaat and Tia Maria. 








Drinking up time: A London pub-goer with Hooper's Hooch, which is now selling more than 2J5 million bottles a week Photographs: Dillon Bryden 


Real ales were hit hard, and 
brewers tried unsuccessfully to 
stop the rot by producing keg 
beers such as Red BarreL 
The depressing signs for beer 
became even more ominous in 
the 1970s with the decline of 
employment in heavy industries 
whose workers were among the 


nation's heaviest drinkers. 
Moreover, the drinks industry 
has been further hit by the 
lowering of customs barriers 
across Europe, allowing the 
importation of cheap beer on 
so-called booze cruisers. The 


Managing the profit marg in 
has become the name of the 
game. The profit margin on a 
can of alcoholic lemonade, sell- 
ing for £2. 12 a half-pint can in 
some City pubs,.is significantly 
greater than on a standard pint 


clamp down on drink-driving of bitter selling for £1.50. 


has also affected beer sales. 


Many traditional beers have 


been rejuvenated, mainly cour- 
tesy of the widget that helps 
make a canned, or bottled beer 
pour and taste like its draught 
equivalent. The widget has en- 
abled Whitbread to take Bod- 
dington's from a relatively 
sheltered existence to one of the 
country’s biggest selling beers. 


Consumers, it seems, are 
willingly walking down the road 
to the bar of expensively priced 
branded drinks. Something has 
to give, and it is. “A pint of best 
bitter please", is a request that 
is being be heard less and less 
in pubs. 

Acquisition hopes, page 25 


Ministers obstructed DTI inquiry into illicit arms sales 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Defence ministers have blocked 
requests from officials at the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry investigating the sanc- 
tions-busting export of naval 
guns to Iran via Singapore by 
BMARC, the company which 
once counted Jonathan Aitken 
among its directors. 

Opening the Commons 
Trade and Industry Select Com- 
mittee inquiry into the illicit 
trade by BMARC. revealed in 


the Independent earlier this 
year, DTI officials told MPs they 
bad been denied access to pa- 
pers seized by Ministry of De- 
fence police when Astra 
Holdings, its parent company, 
collapsed in 1992. 

The official heading the DTI 
investigation ordered by the 
then President of the Board of 
Trade, Michael Heseltine, last 
July, told MPs there were “some 
constraints” on the release of pa- 
pers by the MoD police. 

“The question of whether 
they could be available to us or 


not was raised,” said John 
Meadway, head of export con- 
trols at the DTL ‘There was dis- 
cussion about the role of the 
papers between departments at 
quite a senior leveL” Pressed by 
MPs visibly outraged at the 
MoD's apparent lack of coop- 
eration, Mr Mead way replied: 
“Ministerial level.” Later, DTI 
officials disclosed that Mr Hes- 
eltine himself was involved in 
the approaches to the MoD. 

Mr Meadway said he did not 
believe the papers would have 
“fundamentally altered” the 


finding of his inquiry, which was 
asked to look into posable fail- 
ings by the DTTs export licens- 
ing unit Ibis did not go down 
well with MPs. Roger Berry, 
Labour MP for Kingswood, 
said he did not see how it was 
posable for Mr Meadway to 
daim the lack of the papers had 
not hindered his inquiry when 
he had not even seen them. 


in the broad sense,” acknowl- 
edged Mr Meadway. 

The DTI officials said their 
department had received an 


intelligence report in 198S 
warning that BMARCs Swiss 
parent Oeriikon appeared to be 
using Singapore as a way of 
evading sanctions preventing 
aims sales to Iran. But the re- 
port did not name BMARC and 
the DTI inquiry concluded it 
would have been “extremely dif- 
ficult” for officials to have con- 
nected the warning to the 
Lincolnshire-based company. 

Only two people in the DTI 
had seen the 1988 intelligence 
report, Mr Meadway told the 
committee. “I think the likeli- 


hood is that it didn’t ring any 
alarm beQs because it didn't ap- 
pear to refer to exports that orig- 
inated from the UK,” be said. 

Between 1985 and 1991, 
BMARC submitted 88 export 

andafbrtfaer 
six with Singapore as an inter- 
mediate destination. 

The committee's chairman, 
Martin O’Neill, suggested that 
Singapore was “well known " in 
the 1980s as a route for arms 
companies trying to break em- 
bargoes. Mr Meadway replied: 


“Wc have no documentary ev- 
idence to suggest that that was 
taken on board in the DTL" 

He admitted however that in 
1985 Sweden had changed its 
policy relating to Singapore 
because of such concerns. 

Mr O’Neill said “general 
knowledge” suggested Singa- 
pore had no need for the 140 
naval guns from BMARC. 
“One would have thought some 
bells would be ringing some- 
where, even if it was ata junior 
level,” he said. 

•• Mr Meadway said because the 


guns were sent in component 
form Hwas difficult to assess Ihc 
number of weapons involved. 

Pressure of work meant staff 
had to rely on the honesty of ex- 
porters when making applica- 
tions. Mr Berry said: “It is the 
easiest thing in the world - a 
five-year-old could do it - to get 
round any restrictions on arms 
exports in the UK.” 

Mr Meadway replied: “Ob- 
viously the system can be 
evaded but reputable British 
companies don’t spend their 
time doing that” 
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blamed for injuries 


HZ HUNT .. 

. Health Editor 


tients permanently damagcd - 
by radiation to^rtineRt have 
received a major, boost to their 
claims for compensation from 

the Government V- 

The women,:left with severe: 
pain andjpaialys&Qf an aim. due 
to fiervffdam^ge, 1 learned that 
tbeir injuries -were due. to ex- 
cessive • doses of radiation, 
.inappropriately delivered' dur-' 
jng.o«aiment. : _ ■ 

A report from the. Royal 
College of Radiologists has 
confirmed that the most likely 
explanation for the condition, 
known as brachial plexus neu- 
ropathy (BPN), was the physi- 
cal movement of .patients 
between radiotherapy treat- 
' ment to the breasf and radio- 


-therapy to the lymph nodes in 
the lower neck and armpit 
'-High doses were a secondary 
cause. .. 

... X>r MaigaretSmtlle, Dean of 
toe Faculty of Clinical Oncolo- 
gy afthe College, said that as a 
. result, some areas of the body 

' overiying nerves gnt higher rins- 
es of radiation than expected. 

■ v “Women may have been 
initially lying down with their 
head on. a pfliow. for the first 
. doses, and may have then been. 
' moved, to a s it tin g np position 
:for the dose to the lymph area, 
to better accommodate the 
equipment,” she said. 

Lady Audrey Ironside, 


(Radiation Action Group Ex- 
posure), a pressure group set up 
m 1991 to campaign against the 
risks of radiation treatment, wel- 
comed the 'report yesterday. 


She was treated for breast can- 
cer at the Royal Maxsden Hos- 
pital. London, in 1980 at the age 
of 50. Two years later she began 
suffering pain and paralysis in 
her left arm. Now she is in con- 
stant pain, and bone tissue in 
her collar bone and some of her 
ribs has been destroyed. 

“The report confirms the 
worst fears of several hundred 
women. We all suspected the 
cause. This is enormously help- 
folto our quest for compensa- 
tion from the Government,” 
Lady Ironside said. 

Two leading radiologists 
reviewed the records of 126 
members of Rage Breast (for 
women who have been treated 
for breast cancer), and BPN due 
. to radiotherapy was found in 48 
women treated between 1980 
and 1993 at 15 of 51 cancer cen- 
tres in England and Wales 


where Rage members had been 
treated. A higher incidence of 
BPN was linked with some cen- 
tres than others. 

The report found that 41 of 
the cases occurred prior to 
1987, suggesting that the inci- 
dence of BPN is declining as 
practice has changed. BPN is 
now rare. Dr Spittle said. 

The report recommends that 
patients should be treated with 
radiation in a fixed position that 
closer attention should be giv- 
en to doses received by the 
tissues in the lower neck and 
armpit and that lymph nodes 
should continue to be treated 
selectively and not routinely as 
in the past. It says that every 
cancer centre should have a 
formal written procedure for 
treatment, and calls for clinical 
trials to determine the optimum 
radiotherapy regime. 


‘is lottery’ for women 


GLENDA COOPER 

Women are victims ' of a 
“shameful” health lottery with 
60 per cent of district health au-. 
thorities likely to fail the Gov- 
ernment’s targets for reducing 
breast cancer deaths by 2000,' 
the Labour Patty claim edyes- 
terday. 

Variations in mortality rates 
between districts can differ by . 
as much as 170 per cent -and 
three out of eight regional 
health authorities are also un- 
likely to meet the Govern- 
ment's target of a- 25 per. cent 
reduction in breast .cancer 
deaths between 1990 and 2000. 

Breast cancer killed almost. 
14,000 women in the UK in 
1992. It is responsibleior about . 
20 percent of cancer deaths aid 
5 per cent of all deaths in 
women. In an area of average 
breast cancer mortality, the' 
disease will affect : 1 in every. 

1 .163 of the population, the re- 
port showed. But in the worst 
area this rises to 2 in 800 and 
in the best area it decreases to - 
1 in 1222. The averageiate of 


Breast cancer: Lowest and highest areas 
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mortality was 86 per 100,000 
populatioiL A total of 55 district 
.Health authorities fall on or 
above the average. The other 57 
faD below. -- 

Sooth Essex was identified as 


the English authority with the 
highest mortality rate - 125 
deaths per 100,000 population. 
At the other end of the scale. 
South West Surrey, with the 
lowest rate, had 45 deaths per 


100,000 -a difference of 170 per 
cent. Three authorities - South 
Essex, North West Surrey, and 
Mid Surrey- had death rates al- 
most 50 per cent higher than av- 
erage, it was claimed. 

According to Labour’s fig- 
ures, the five district health au- 
thorities with the worst record 
are: South Essex ( 125 deaths per 
100,000 population). North 
West Surrey (122), Mid Surrey 
(121), Doncaster (118), Worces- 
ter and District ( 117). Areas with 
the best records include South 
West Surrey, Isle of Wight, Bury 
and Rochdale, North Worces- 
tershire and the Wurral. 

Of the 112 authorities, 45 
were on course to meet the 
Government’s target of a 25 per 
cent reduction and 13 were 
making progress. But 54 looked 
likely to miss the target. 

Labour said its findings flew 
in the face of government 
cl aims about breast cancer. It 
quoted from a Health of the Na- 
tion report which said there was 
“relatively little variation” in 
mortality around the England 
and Wales average. 
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On their toes: The Royal Ballet dancers Stuart Cassidy, Deborah Bull and Darcey Bussell at rehearsals for Mr 
Worldly Wise, by the American choreographer Twyla Tharp, which has its world premiere at Covent Garden on 
Saturday. Tickets have been cut from £65 to £27.50 and the cheapest are just £2 Photograph: Lawne Lewis 
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Examiners limit 
calculator use in 
school maths tests 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 


Government exam advisers yes- 
terday announced a clamp- 
down on the use of calculators 
in national tests because of 
fears that they are lowering 
standards. 

From next year calculators 
will be barred from one of two 
maths papers in tests for 
600,000 11-year-olds. Officials 
are also considering banning 
them from one of the maths 
papers taken by 14-year-olds. 

In maths, say reports on this 
year's tests, 14-year-olds did well 
at simple mental arithmetic 
and using simple fractions and 
percentages. However, they had 
difficulty with two-digit divisions 
without calculators and with 
questions needing mathemati- 
cal reasoning and problem- 
solving skills. 

One in 10 could not multiply 
840 by 63 and one in five could 
not divide 1.24 metres by 14 
centimetres. 

Dr Nick Tate, chief executive 


of the School Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority which 
published the reports, said: 
“There are vital parts of maths 
which can only be taught with- 
out ready access to calculators. 
The move to calculator-free 
papers will signal more strongly 
to schools the importance of 
thinking very carefully indeed 
about the way they use calcu- 
lators. The overuse of calcula- 
tors can be darn aging." 

Ax present pupils are al- 
lowed calculators in all maths 
papers and those questions in 
which calculators must not be 
used are indicated. 

Dr Hite said pupls found that 
confusing. It was also difficult 
to police when calculators were 
being used. 

The authority has commis- 
sioned an international survey 
to examine how calculators are 
used in other countries. A re- 
port -from Her Majesty’s In- 
spectors suggested recently that 

calculators are used much more 
widely in British primary 
schools than abroad. 


North and south of spelling 


Cockneys spell it mof and Lan- 
castrians spell it moth. If you are 
seven, ft makes sense to spell 
how you talk. 

Reports on this year's national 
tests for seven-year-olds show 
that regional accents are one of 
the obstacles to improving the 
nation's spelling. 

Sixteen per cent spelt moth 
as mof and 14 per cent wrote 
finking instead of thinking. Bath 
was spelt with both short and 
long vowels and sometimes 
written baf. 

Children had difficulty with 
words where more than one tet- 
ter represented the vowel. Only 
one In five could spell scream 


correctly. They also applied 
rules they had learned about 
sounds to words where they did 
not apply: bred for bread, nos 
for nose, fens for fence. 

Consonants caused diffi- 
culty in words where they are 
not pronounced, such as 
knows. The reports on this 
year’s tests say pupils know the 
rules of spelling but they tend 
to apply them wrongy and to for- 
get exceptions. 

In tests for 11-year-olds, 
some pupils foiled to spell top 
and press correctly. Most mis- 
takes were made in the spelling 
of the words apprehensive and 
occurred. 


Cheesemaker 
victorious in 
listeria battle 


JOHNARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 


One of Britain’s leading cheese- 
makers, Humphrey Errington, 
was celebrating victory last 
night after a bitter year-long bat- 
tle to protect the good name of 
his Lanark Blue cheese. 

More than one tonne of La- 
nark Blue, worth more than 
£60,000, was condemned as un- 
fit for human consumption last 
year after council hygiene offi- 
cials found traces of listeria in 
the cheese. Environmental 
health officers tried to raid Mr 
Emngton's dairy and destroy 44 
batches of the gourmet product. 

But in a heated confrontation, 
Mr Errington, 50, refused to al- 
low them on to his land. He in- 
sisted the listeria was “natural 
and harmless” and began a le- 
gal battle against the council. 

Yesterday he secured victory 
when a sheriff sitting in Lanark. 
15 miles east of Glasgow, ruled 
that the cheese was safe. Sher- 
iff John Douglas Allan said: “It 
does not appear to me upon the 
evidence that the Lanark Blue 
cheese failed to comply with 
food safety requirements ... 
The cheese is not likely to be in- 
jurious to health.” Dismissing 
earlier rulings that it should be 


destroyed, he said some 63,000 
portions had been consumed in 
1994 without Alness. 

Sheriff Allan went on to 
criticise Clydesdale council's 
environmental health depart- 
ment for using flawed tech- 
niques. So-called experts were 
ill-informed and had been dog- 
matic and unduly rigid, he said. 
He “deplored” the council's 
“combative and confrontation- 
al” attack on Mr Errington. 

Mr Errington, who raised 
thousands of pounds from sym- 
pathisers in hs campaign to pro- 
tect cheeses like Lanark Blue, 
which is made from unpas- 
leurised milk, celebrated last 
night tty holding a party with his 
seven staff at his dairy at Dun- 
syre in Lanarkshire. 

He said the judgment would 
“send shock waves through all 
regulatory authorities _. This is 
a tremendous victory for tradi- 
tional food makers.” 

Mr Errington is now planning 
to sue the council for damages. 
“I am considering a complaint 
to the ombudsman alleging 
maladministration by Clydes- 
dale council and possibly ask- 
ing the Audit Commission to 
surcharge councillors for their 
behaviour.” The council faces 
legal bills of nearly £200,000. 


DAILY POEM 


Song of Contrariety 


By Robert Graves 


Far away is close at handy 
dose joined is far away. 

Love shall come at your command 
Yet will not stay. 


At summons of your dream-despair 
She might not disobey. 

But slid close down beside you there. 
And complaisant lay. 


Yet now her flesh and blood consent 
In the hours of day. 

Joy and passion both am spent, 
Twining dean away. 


Is the person empty air. 

Is the sceptre clay, 

That love, lent substance by despair. 
Wanes and leases you lonely there 
On the bridal day? 


In the centenary year of Robert Graves’s birth, Carcanet Press 


produced 19 books, i 


were of verse. This poem, typical of the rhythmic ballad form 
which Graves employed in his early work, first appeared in 
Whipperginny (1923). He was yet to meet the American poet 
Lam Riding with whom he was to have a long affair and whose 
influence was to change the style and direction of bis poetry. 
Graves died on 7 December 1958. 


The authority’s reports on na- 
tional curriculum testing for 
more than 2 million children say 
standards of reading and writ- 
ing among seven-year-olds are 
rising while those in maths 
remain much the same. Stan- 
dards in English, maths and sci- 
ence for 14-year-olds are about 
the same as last year. Full de- 
tails will not be known until the 


new year. 

Boys scored higher than girls 
on the non-fiction test and girts 
did better than boys on story- 
reading. 

Dr Thte said that the tests had 
been a success. The reports ac- 
knowledge that there were 
problems with marking the 14- 
year-old English tests with hun- 
dreds of able pupils being given 
marks that were too low. The 
training and supervision of 
markers will be improved this 
year. 

After allegations of cheating 
in the II -year-olds’ tests, 
schools will next year be for- 
bidden from opening test papers 
in advance. 







Holy image: ‘The Finding of Moses' by the Italian old master, Orazio Gentile schl, which sold for £5m at Sotheby’s in London yesterday. The oil 
painting, which was commissioned by Charles I and painted between 1633-4, and was bought by a private collector Photograph: Geraint Lewis 
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Sign of respect; Harry Barker, an engineer on Llangollen railway with one of three locomotives to be used for burials Photograph: Craig Easton 

Full steam ahead to railway heaven 


LOUISE JURY 

It is the one-way ticket to heav- 
en for railway fans. Along an 
eight-mile stretch of railway in 
North Whies the ultimate 
funeral service is being prepared 
for steam train buffs. 

Peace Burials, a Lancashire 
company specialising in alter- 
native funerals, spotted a chink 
in the post-death market. And 
it is now going into partnership 
with the Llangollen railway to 
draw deceased steam enthusi- 
asts along one of the most 
scenic train routes in Britain to 
their final resting place. 

The unique service will car- 
ry a coffin between Llangollen. 


Chwyd, and a new terminus due 
to be completed in the spring at 
Carrog, eight miles away. 

A budget price of £25 will 
transport the coffin while 
mourners travel on the normal 
service train. But for £3,000 in 
£4,000 the train can be pulled 
by a special black locomotive 
with four bars and two restau- 
rants to service a wake for up 
to 200 mourners. 

A hearse drawn by black- 
plumed horses could be on 
hand for the final few feet to the 
cemetery, where Carrog com- 
munity council has given per- 
mission for railway fans from 
outside the Corwen valley to be 
buried. The alternative is 


reluming to road for final 
removal to a churchyard any- 
where in the country. 

“There is no question of bad 
taste." said Colin Keyse. the 
commercial manager of the 
railway, which was saved from 
ruin in 1975 and restored by 
volunteers. 

It already lays on functions 
such as wedding receptions and 
Christmas-time trips to visit 
Santa. “To some extent we re 
resurrecting an established rail- 
way procedure. Almost since the 
lS30s. coffins have been carried 
on trains in this country.” said 
Mr Keyse. 

The railway had been guid- 
ed by the advice of the funeral 


directors. “There is a growing 
market for people who want to 
make funerals a celebration of 
life. It’s the kind of thing which 
will appeal to steam fans. It is 
easy to forget now that for a 
large section of the population, 
travel by train was a very large 
part of life 25 or 30 years ago. 

“Travelling behind a steam 
tram is evocative of a way of life 
which people see as having 
gone and hanker after.” 

Although the initiative, to be 
launched next year, is not ex- 
pected to be a monev-spinner. 
Llangollen Railway and Peace 
Burials have signed a seven 
year contract. 

Mary MailatraL who runs 


the funeral firm, said it had had 
many requests from people 
wanting a railway theme to 
their burial. It followed on from 
other tailor-made funerals the 
firm had arranged. Woodland 
burials were a favourite, where 
ashes arc sown to feed a new- 
ly-planted tree in the dead 
person's memory. 

Peace Burials aim to he as 
flexible as possible, she said. 
John MailatraL her husband 
and a company director, said 
burial was not the only option 
for steam fans. "We can arrange 
a cremation." he said. “With the 
deceased's ashes being scat- 
tered or pul into the 
locomotive fire box." 



Lord Matthews: 'Courage' 

Victor 
Matthews, 
newspaper 
baron, dies 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Lord Matthews of Southgate, 
who started life as an office boy 
and retired a millionaire news- 
paper baron, died on Tuesday. 

The former chairman of Ex- 
press Newspapers was accom- 
panied- by his only son, Ian, 
when he died of cancer at his 
farmhouse near St Bredlades, 
Jersey. It was his 76th birthday. 

Lord Matthews was a man 
whose commercial acumen was 

matched by his enthusiasm for 
newspapers and his devotion to 
Margaret Thatcher, who made 
him a life peer m 1980. 

Victor Collin Matthews was 
born in Islington, north London, 
in December 1919. He started 
his career as an office boy on 25 
shillings a week, going to night 
school to improve he education. 

He was a seaman during the 
First World War, returning to 
start a building firm- In 1964 he 
sold a stake to Trafalgar House, 
and found himself at the head 
of a huge construction business. 

Trafalgar bought Beaver- 
brook Newspapers in 1977 and 
Matthews soon added the fim 
tabloid in 75 years, the Daily 
Star, to the stable. 

He often ran Express News- 
paperslike his old builder’s yard, 
hut journalists yesterday paid 
tribute to his skills. 

Derek Jameson, a former 
Dfritv Express editor, said he 
. “was more at home with bricks 
and ships than newspapers, but 
he took up the challenge with 
energy and courage”. 

_ Obituary page 22 
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Labour set to tackle football hooligans 


JOHN RENTOUL 
and COUN BROWN 

A Labour government would 
crack down on British football 
hooligans abroad by discour- 
aging other European Union 
countries from simply rounding 
up troublemakers and inno- 
cent supporters together and 
shipping them all back. 

In a “Football Charter” to be 
launched today. Labour w31 
propose a Europe-wide register 
of violent supporters and call for 
EU police forces to prosecute 
repeat offenders. The aim is to 
stop thugs travelling abroad, 
getting thrown out and then do- 
ing it again - copying the suc- 
cess of British authorities in 
excluding persistent offenders 
from grounds. 

The charter accepts that do- 
mestic football violence has 
been much reduced, but says 
more can be done on the home 
front as well. It says a Labour 
government would “aid the 
progressive transfer to well- 
trained stewards" of many func- 
tions carried out by the police, 
thus freeing police resources for 
intelligence work and cutting 
the costs of policing to clubs. 

A Labour source said: “We 


would also want to look at the 
consistency of financial charges 
imposed by the police for polic- 
ing matches - some of the fees 
are driving the smaller dubs to 
bankruptcy." 

The Football Charter, which 
follows an Anglers’ Charter, is 
part of the party's populist chi- 
ve to identify with mass culture. 
Jack C unningham , Labour’s 
national heritage spokesman, is 
also expected to write to the 
Government shortly outlining 
his concern about Sky Televi- 
sion’s purchase of the rights to 
the first, second and third divi- 
sions of the Football League. 

The issue is controversial 
because Labour hopes to neu- 
tralise the anti-Labour propa- 
ganda in newspapers owned by 
Rupert Murdoch. But many 
Labour MPs are critical of the 
Sky football deal because it 
means their constituents cannot 
see live English league football 
without owning a satellite dish. 

There is also concern about 
the allegations of anti-compet- 
itive practices being made 
against the Murdoch empire by 
cable television companies. Mr 
C unningham said: “We are ap- 
proaching this issue from the 
point of view of ownership and 


broadcasting, not cm the basis 
of any one individual or any one 
o rganisatio n.” 

The main theme of the char- 
ter is supportere’ rights, and it 
promises to give genuine foot- 
baD supporters a say over the fu- 
ture of the sport for the first 
time - provided their repre- 
sentative bodies can “get their 
act together”. The two main 
supporters’ bodies, the Feder- 
ation of Football Supporters’ 
Gubs and the Football Sup- 
portere Association, would have 
to combine, the source said. 

lorn Pendry, Labour’s sports 
spokesman, is expected to an- 
nounce today that in .govern- 
ment Labour would set up a 
“task force” of representatives 
of spectators, players and dubs 
to look at a range of issues, in- 
cluding “bungs”, laws against 
ticket touts and the way the 
sport’s ruling body is run. 

Labour sources claim already 
to have put pressure on the 
Football Association to stream- 
line its derision-making. Last 
month the FAs chief executive, 
Graham Kelly, failed with a plan 
to delegate the powers of the 
organisation's 90-plus council- 
lors to an executive committee 
of between 10 and IS. 



Battleground: Labour’s ‘Football Charter 1 targets violent fans and alms to give genuine supporters a bigger say 


Blair to take ‘education crusade’ to the country 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Tony Blair is to bold an un- 
precedented series of open 
public meetings for teachers and 
parents next year to secure 
Backing for Labour's planned 
crackdown on bad schools and 
teachers. 

The Labour leader an- 


nounced last night that he in- 
tended to take to the road “in 
a crusade for st an dards T ' .which 
party officials said was designed 
to prove that the adverse and 
highly publicised reaction of 
teachers’ unions was not rep- 
resentative of the majority views 
of individual teachers. 

Mr Blair told a CBI London 
Region dinner that he and 


David Blanks tt, his education 
spokesman, would be holding a 
series of meetings for teachers 
and parents “of all political 
persuasions” next year and 
added: “We are mounting a cru- 
sade for standards and I want 
parents and teachers to feel a 
part of iL” 

The meetings - similar in 
concept to the campaign Mr 


Blair conducted among party 
members to secure backing for 
a new Clause IV - will be con- 
ducted on an “everyone wel- 
come” basis, Mr Blair said. ■ 
At the same time he sought 
to rebuff Tory attacks on the 10- 
strong Labour Commons re- 
bellion over income tax on 
Tuesday night by saying that the 
size of that rebellion “far fro m 
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portending trouble. in govern- 
ment, firmly underlines where 
the centre of gravity in our par- 
ty now lies and the direction in 
which the party is moving 
He added: “Not long ago 
there would have been a natural 
kneejeik desire to vote against 
any ent in income tax ... But no 
more. There is a very dear un- 
derstanding rbar high tax should 


not be equated with a high suc- 
cess economy.” 

Mr Blair- prefaced his re- 
marks on the rebellion, which 
included former Tfceasuiy min- 
ister Den 2 il Davies, “by tackling 
head on the most common con- 
cern that is raised with me. It 
goes something hkethis. ‘You’re 
all right Mr Blair but we are not 
so sore about the rest of the par- 


ty. Wears not so sure that you 
can take them with you in gov- 
ernment.’ ” 

The rebellion- smaller than 
on Europe and defence esti- 
mates in the past -and the pub- 
lication of Labour’s new schools 
standards document "provided 
two very important indications 
of the extent to which the par- 
ly has changed”. 


MP backs 
Bill to ban 
animal 
cruelty 


A Bill to make it an offence to 
inflict cruelty on foxes, squirrels 
and other wild animals is to be 
revived today by a Labour MP, 
writes Colin Brown. 

The Wild Mammals Protec- 
tion Bill, which was killed in the 

Lords in the last session of 
Parliament, is expected to be 
taken up again today by Alan 
Meale, MP for Mansfield. The 
Bill is likely to disappoint the 
League Against Quel Sports 
because it will not seek to ban 
fox hunting, stag hunting or hare 
coursing. But the sponsors have 
limited its scope to enhance its 
chances of becoming law. 

A 5 i*nilar Bin aroused con- 
troversy when it was launched 
a year ago because it would have 

banned all forms of hunting with 
hounds and its sponsor, John 
McFall, was forced to abandon 
the anti-hunting cla u ses. It ran 
into more opposition in the 
House of Loros and was final- 
ly killed through lack of parlia- 
mentary time, although it had 
passed all its Commons stages. 

Mr Meale came second in the 
ballot of MPs for the right to in- 
troduce a backbench Bill and is 
guaranteed a full day for debate 
m January. The Bill would 
make it an offence for the first 
time to kick, beat, impale, crush 
or drown wild animals. 

The Bill has the backing of 
the RSPCA. “It would gyve 
wild animals the same protec- 
tion that the 1911 Protection of 
Animals Act gives captive ani- 
mals,” it said, “At the moment 
there is no legal protection for 
wild mammals unless they are 
a protected spedes.” 
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Dobson homes in on asbestos row 


QjfiRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Corespondent 

The Director of Public Prose- 
cutions has bwnnsked to order 
a police! investigation into 
homeldsS families being moved 
into asbestos-ridden flat* by 
Westminster councdL 

Vfronraent spokesman, 
had a&oranttenjto the HeatyhV 
and Safety Executive to see if -: 
*preaecutions shrajAbebswirirf.^ 
New evidence last week, 
showed how the council’s for- 


mer Tbry leaders filled two 
blocks of flats in a solid Labour 
ward in Paddington with home- 
less famili es rather than move 
them to key marginal wards 
elsewhere in the borough. 

Mr Dobson drew parallels 
with the long-running “homes 
for votes” inquiry, also involv- 


i "It is my view that before the 
- asbestos scandal arose, West- 
minster had dragged London 
politics into the gutter - they 
have now got it (town into the 
septic tank.” 

He told MPs in the Com- 
; roons: “There is no excuse far 
anyone knowingly endanger- 
. fxing the ih^ofotberpeople’s 
: familie s. This is what they did. 


^ the dtstiicri atKhtor, is ^ '^.Jttiasbecaii^ 

curing on&dtorindFs pobq^>)eriihAt ’Sjs cdtfeexTkncrwingly 

~ h(j»u^ess fwgjpies jnto 

lxmedvrereMkiSrapty tonfcb - 7 blocks knofahfo be dangerously 
ly Tory voters. Mr Dobson said: riddled with asbestos.^ 


Mr Dobson also demanded 
the Government obtain a copy 
of a report being prepared tor 
the current Westminster coun- 
cil by John Barratt, former 
chief executive of Cam- 
bridgeshire council, and make 
it available to Parliament. 

Labour also went on the of- 
fensive on another, aspect of 
Westminster, asking the Gov- 
eramenrto explain why it has 
vetoed thectnm&l being in- 
cluded in an official survey of 
lota! authorities’ complaints 
procedures. 
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0% APR over 2 years 


, ■ Even Niqk Leeson could stay in the black if he 
drove "a; ZX.- ."••“■.• 

The- Citroen ZX's programmed rear-wheel steering 
delivers a level of roadholding and grip that ensures 
the ZX sweeps confidently through any bend. 


ON THE ROAD PRICE FOR ZX WI ELATION S DOOR" 
DEPOSIT (50%> • 

■ ’ • • . ~ ■ » 

f* MONTHLY PAYMENTS (0% APR) 

TOTAL PAYABLE • 


£10,894.25 
£5,447.13 
£226.96 
£10,894 J2 6 


For those who wonder about the colour of their 
money, the 5 door ZX Elation comes in a choice of 
four metallic colours. There's also a choice of petrol, 
diesel or turbo diesel engines! 

For further information you can phone free 
on 0800 262 262 or visit your local Citroen deafer 
where you'll discover how the Citroen ZX can 
seriously improve your balance. 


V vAnd with the ZX you can now handle your 
finances as easily as the most hazardous country 
road. Because until January 31st all 14 petrol and 
1.9 dresef;?X models are available with 0% APR 
finance over two years! - 

The Special Edition ZX Elation is available from 
£10,895 on -the road 4 * and boasts power steering, 
electric sunroof, central locking, driver's airbag 

and coded engine immobiliser as standard, as 

• 

well as a free VodafOne mobile phone.* (Perfect 
for inviting the bank manager out to lunch.) 
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Raccoon fatally caught in a leg-hold trap. 
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Bobcat captured in a steel jawed leg-hold trap. I Ermine gnawing at the jaws of a leg-hold trap. 
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In 1991, the Coundl 
of the European Community took a decision which 
was applauded around the world. 

With millions of animals (tying an agonising 
death in leg-hold traps, the EC banned their use 
among member states from January 1st, 1995. 

The EC Coundl at the same time voted to 

S 

ban fur imports from countries which used the 

same barbaric methods of killing. 


Tragically, only the ban affecting member 
states has so far been enacted. 

Due to pressure from the main trapping 
nations (Canada and the USA) the European 
Commissioners dedded to postpone the ban on 
imported furs until January 1st, 1 996. 

And now, the same pressure has apparently 
persuaded them to propose postponing the ban 
again (possibly even lifting it altogether). 




The fur trade cannot be allowed to 
get away with it. 

Environment Secretary John Gummer has 
dearly stated that — "the UK Government has 
made it absolutely dear that it's not prepared to 
have a postponement of this sort" (Today, BBC 
Radio 4, November 18th, 1995). 

Please write now to your MP at the House 

.of Commons, London SW1A OAA and to your 


1*0* ANWL WSLEftlSS 


respect 

FoifAliuin 


Euro MP at the European 
Parliament, Brussels B 1049 Belgium, urging them 
to stand firm against any proposals by the 
European Commission to delay or scrap the fur 
import ban. 

Mr Gummer deserves all our support 
Or January 1st 1996 will be the start of just 
another miserable New Year for millions of 
animals. 
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^ailifeo space probe: Nasa scientists wait nervously for news of $1.6bn flight to explore the solar system’s largest planet 

mission reaches most dangerous stage 



TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor . v . . V 

Saentists around the world 
will wait anaou^ tonidit for 
confirmation that thewl .1 



w>uk «*)' journey : 

■ ‘‘Ihe main, space probe must 
first monitor the final, fiery 
moments of a “daughter" craft 
which wfflpTunge deep into the 
Jovian atmosphere. Then, in 
a quick planetary ballet, it most 
manoeuvre itself into orbit 
around our - solar system’s 
largest planet' ... 

••/Vs • the instrument-laden 
spaceship neare Jupiter’s system, 
•t is expected Ip absorb a dose 
of radiation 35 to 40 times 
greater than would kill a 
. human. “We have everything 
crossed we can cross - fingers 
and toes, and aU fike ihat It’s 
certainly a nervous time,” said 
William O’Neil, Galileo 
project manager at the -Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space 
Administration’s Jet Propul- 
sion Laboratory in Pasadena. 

But the scientists at JPL, 
which manages the Galileo 
mission, and at Nasa’s Ames 
Research Center in Mountain- 
View, which built the probe,TmiI 
have 'to -be satisfied with a de- . 
layed. confirmation -that the 
probe is sending ti griak and that 
the orbiter is on course. Radio . 
signals take 52 minutes to trav- 
el from Jupiter to Earth. *. 

No pictures or atmospheric 
data will be available until 
after information captured on 
Galileo's tape recorder and its 
computer is relayed to Earth 
through Deep Space Network 
stations in California, Spain 
and Australia. A first look win 
not be available until late this 
month. ■ 


. -■Tborght^ the eone-shaped 
atmospheric probe which was 
released from die arbiter in July 
should slam into . Jupiter’s 
dense, gaseous atmosphere at 
106,000mph. If it enters as 
planned, it will slow down and 
parachute through ammonia 
clouds to a realm never before 
explored. It will -tell the 

- mother ship what it sees intide 
Jupiter’s layers of lightnihg- 
piercod clouds and may even 
detect water rain. 

But if the scientists do hot get 
the 7461b (338kg) probe into 
. Jupiter's atmosphere at exact- 
_Ty the right angle, it will either 
bounce iuto oblivion or bum up 
too cpucldy .The plan is that the 
atmospheric probe wQl even- 
tually melt and vaporise, but it 
should transmit up to 75 min- 
utes of data about dhemical 
competition, radiation, tem- 
perature, wind, and atmos- 
pheric pressure before contact . 
is cut off. The signals transmit- 
ted to the 2.5-ton main orbiter 
for eventual -retransmission to 
ground control wfll give scien- 
tists their first view of the inner 
reaches of Jupiter, which is 316 
times larger than Earth. 

.After monitoring its daugb- 
. ter craft’sfate, the main orbiter 
should; fire its. engines for 49 
minutes: to enter a- two-year, 
looping orbit around Jupiter 
and eight of its 16 moons. 

- -' Those moons inchide Io, 
which. jjs hi g hly volcanic; and 
Ganymede, the largest moon in 
the solar system. 

• Planning for the mission 
started nearly 20 yetis ago, in 
1978. More than $300m had 
been spent by 1981 on a project 
that was supposed to be 
launched in 1984 and to reach 
Jupiter by July' 1987. But the 
whole mission was delayed and 
then derailed following " the 
Challenger space shuttle acci- 
dent of January 1986. 



Countdown to orbit 

IMS: Galileo is launched from spaceshutfe Atlantis. 

February Circles Venus using Its gravity as a sling- shot to^ive it more 
: energy tor telrip to Ji^iiter 

... 1 990: December first of two swings round me Eafli to add further 

energy ‘ .- ». *' 

1991: Mein antenna fate to open property fwonfl Nesatorefy on .. 

. aiiw^ communications channel which can only transmit fleu slowly • 

• 1992: December Second "gravity assist” from-Eath lowing it to 
' ctef^inthecfirecftontrfJtprter 

1995 : July Cone-shaped atmospheric probe released from the mein 
orbiter to pursue its own path to Juprter 

November: Malfunction of on-board tape recorder raraas teers that the. 
tape may have broken, leaving GaBleo unable to record any sriBnWfc'; ' 
data. Tests show it may be salvageable 
. December 7: Atmospheric probe hits the planet's dense atmosphere 
at 106,000 mph. For 75 minutes, toe probe should fransm* data about, 

- the composition oi the atmospheric gases before high temperatCkee . r . 
and pressures 20 times those of Earth’s atmosphere; cut off confect . 
For the next 49 minutes, the. orbiter's engines shttilii'flre tobrtip tt.irto 
a two-year, looping orbit around Jupiter and tight of Its l8moon&: r 
December 12 to 28: Disruption in commimicationswhBn^ tie'Suri'- ’ • 
blocks the path btiween Earth andJupiter -.-V . .-S-- : 

-. End December. A first look at data and pk^uresB^oiidbeMi'a^ 

j j. - v , " 
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The Hubble space telescope's view of the cBsfinc^ttoiqured bands in- 
Jupiter's atmosphere. The arrow indicates the pdbt of entry oi Galileo's 
daughter craft -the atmospheric probe.. LV/Y 








A man charged with murdering' 
his wife chf^ed bacfc tears yes- 
terday asbe told acoorthow he 
returned home to fiudher be- 
ing held at knifepoint byagang 
of vicious masked robbers. 

Gordon 'Vifexdell, 42. denies 
murderipgCaiol, 39, a IxrildiDg 
society manager, at their borne 
in Meriden, Warwickshire, m 
September last year before al- 
legedly fairing a raid ' at her 
branch and concocting a cha- 
rade of being knocked out by 
the raiders who took his We 
and lolled her. Y 

Wardefl told the jtny at Ox- 
ford Crown Court dial he got . 
home at 10pm after a drink to 
find his wife being held hostage. 

His his voice faltered as be 
broke down and said: "Nothing 


. seeroedunnsuaL.I thoughrCar- 
. olfiatf gone to b^ as she was 
suffering from period pain. 

■ “iw I gti. in my anns- were 
: grabbed from both tides and. 
then forced up my back. There 
was a doth put across my face 
: and nose. 

“My knees were kicked from 
behind me. 1 was down on the 
floor and die light came on and 
I could see Carol and the man 
on the edge of the settee. 

. “He said to me: *Do what you 
are told. Keep quiet and get 
- down on the floor. V 

He says he-Woke up the next 
-morning to find himself alone, 
bound smd gagged. “My kgsfblt 
as if rods badbeen farced un- 
der the skin. I was -scared, 
frightened and worried." 


He daims that was the con- 
dition police found him in 14 
hours after be retimed home. 
He was then taken to hospital 
where he-. was later , told his 
wife was dead. 

Asked about the effect of at- 
tending a news conference in 
die hunt for his wife's killer two 
days later, Wbrdell said it had 
been traumatic and he had 
found rt easier to go in in a 
wheelchair than walk unaided. 

He denied his limp after the 
modem ^ was faked to impress in- 
surance staff from the WboJwich 
where his wife worked 
Asked finally by his counsel 
' if he bad killed bis wife, 
Warden’s voice raised and he 
answered: “Absolutely not”. 
The case continues. 


Quarter of young homeless have tried suicide 


GLENDA COOPER 

A quarter of young homeless 
people have attempted suicide 
m the last year, according to a 
new mental health survey. 

The survey by the Mental 
Health Foundation found that 
young homeless people are also 
twice as likely to suffer psychi- 


atric disorder as those who are 
not homeless. The disorders 
they suffered from were also 
likely to be more severe and per- 
sistent than disorders among 
those with a home. 

Only 15 per cent of those with 
a current psychiatric diagnosis 
have ever bad psychiatric help. 

Over half of the 161 people 


rienced se- 
ed or abuse 


-glee 
d 41 


questioned hade; 
vere parental nei_ 
in childhood and 40 per cent 
had spent tune in care. Three 
times as many of the parents of 
homeless young people had re- 
ceived psychiatric treatment, 
mainly for alcohol abuse, com- 
pared with the parents of those 
who were not homeless. 


The survey follows last week's 
Budgei which changed benefits 
to under-25s living in rented ac- 
commodation. The Menial 
Health Foundation says it is 
feared that Ihe changes, which 
mean housing benefit will only 
meet the cost of shared ac- 
commodation. will lead to an in- 
crease in Ihe number of young 


to rely on the benefit 
becoming homeless. 

June McKerrow, director of 
the foundation, said: “Our re- 
search dearly shows that young 
homeless people are vulnerable 
lo mental health problems and 
some are so desperate about 
their futures that suicide seems 
the only answer." 
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jSl Nationwide 


a mortgage 
is as easy 
as obtaining pizza. 



Our new direct phone service is sorely the best way for you to organise a 
mortgage. We will gjve you an instantquote and normally a mortgage 
decision within the hour. Just call NATIONWIDE DIRECT, and quote 
«£ PV94, between Bam and 8pm weekdays, 9am and 5pm weekends. 


VOUF HOWIE IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECU RED ON IT. 


'■ I Mrirry* niftier* .. . j ■ fcA i a FftSPOSt*. KhAife Mm. ftima l 





Panasonic ES742 Smooth Operator 

SAVE £10.00 NOW £79.95 


PHILISHAVE 


Braun 4504 Flex Control 

SAVE £5.00 NOW £64.99 
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Philishave HS840 

SAVE *8.00 NOW *54.50 


Offers available in larger Boots stores until 24th December 1995. 
Subject u> availability. 


Boots Visage Mains/Rechargeable Twin Foil 

SAVE £5.00 NOW £34.95 
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international 


Heal the wounds of 
youngest victims 


Bosnia settlement: French President warns Milosevic of unspecified action if he fails to produce pilots shot down in August 

Paris takes 
belligerent 
line on its 
lost airmen 


In the run-up to Christmas the 
independent is asking readers 
to support four charities work- 
ing to help child victims of the 
wars in former ’rligoslavia: 

Save the Children is focus- 
ing its efforts on children who 
have been separated from 
their families, counselling and 
reuniting them; 

The Red Cross is running the 
largest humanitarian operation 
in the region, looking after 
refugee camps and linking 
people through its messaging 
network; 

War Child plans to build a 
£2. 5m music-therapy centre 
in Mostar, and to send urgsnt^- 
needed prosthetics to wound- 


CHILDREN 
OF WAR! 
APPEAL 



ed children in the Tuzfa area; 

Child Advocacy Internation- 
al aims to bring up to 100 sick 
children to Britain for treatment 
they could not obtain at home. 

Please make your cheques 
or postal orders payable to the 
charities of your choice and 
send them to us with the com- 
pleted coupon. 


% INDEPENDENT 


CHILDREN OF WAR APPEAL 


J I would like to make a donation to help children in Former Yugoslavia. 

{ I enclose a cheque/postal order/CAV/CAF card for £ made 

I payable to one of the following charities 

j I I Chad Advocacy International 
!□ irftlsh Red Cross Former Yugoslavia Appeal 
I □ War Child 
j I I Sava the Children 

J - (pfease tick as appropriate) 

[ Signature — .... Data 

‘ Ptease post ywr donatiorXs) to: The Independent Children of War Appeal. 

J cfo the Independent, PO Sax 4011, London E14 5BB. THANK YOU 

L. . ' 
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Twin cassette deck. NEW 
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COMPACT CD MICRO HI R 

• Programmable CD player. 

• Repeat play (raJity. 

• AM/FM stereo radio. 



Dixons 

Deed 



AIWAicxsT^ 3 ^ 

CD MICRO HI-FI m AAA 
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SAVE £60 WITH T 
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SONY MHC90IAV 

PRO-LOGIC CD MINI HI-FI 

• 5 speaker Dolby Pro-Logic 
Surround Sound system. 

• Digital tuner. • Twin auto-reverse. 

• 5 + 5 equaliser presets. 


20KDEK3OT & 6 DKEGTOBfr MONTHLY HUTMENTS OF 066.64 



AIWA NSX-V30 
MUU1PLAY CD MINI HI-FI 

■ Plays up to 3 CDs. 

• Twin auto-reverse cassette deck. 

FREE SURROUND SPEAKERS 
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MULTI PLAY CD MINI HI-FI 
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KENWOOD UD4G3 

PRO-LOGIC MINI HI-FI 


• 5 5p*aher Dolby Pro-logic 
Surround Sound system. 


Plays up to 3 Oil 
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SHARP 

CDC260 MUU1PIAY 
CD MN W-fl 

I • Plays up to 3 CDs. 

I ■ 3 preset equaliser. 

" • AM/FM digital tuner, 
b-stora Price £24999. 

2 REE CD* 


PIONEER. N-450M 
MUUVUCr CD MN Hl-H 

• Flew* up to 6 CD*. 
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• Surname) sound. 

• Digital taw. 


TECHNICS SCCH530 
CD MINI W-fl SYSTEM 

• 35 x 2 {ON) power output 
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AIWA NSXV 757 MUUHtAY 
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• Dolby Pro- logic. 
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SANYO 

DCD 12 MUinpiAY 
CD MINI HM* 

• 20 watts (RMS) per channel. 

• Plays up to 6 CDs. 

• Remote control. 3 HIS CDs 
In-store Price £32999. 

MATSUI mo+900 

REMOTE CONTROL CD 
MICRO HI H 

• RjB auto reverse. 

• Digital tuner. EXCLUSIVE 
In-stare Price £229,99. NEW 
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£17999 

ALBA 1703 
CDMKtOM-R 

• AM/FM stereo radio. 

• FVogrammctie CD. 

• Auto-stop. 

In-store Pro £89.99. 
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Snowbound: UN peace-keepers dealing the 6cm of snow that covered the runway at Sarajevo airport yesterday, 
slowing the arrival of the new peace Implementation Force Photograph: Peter Andrews / Reuter 


EMMA DA1Y 

TuzJa 

The French President, Jacques 
Chine, yesterday warned his 
Serbian counterpart to pro- 
duce two French pilots shot 
down over Serb-held Bosnia 
three months ago or face un- 
specified consequences. 

Mr Chirac, who has recently 
demanded greater safety guar- 
antees for Serbs who are to 
come under government rule 
next month, raised the issue in 
a telephone call to Belgrade yes- 
terday, his spokeswoman said, 
though she gave no details of the 
conversation. 

"The President had a -new 
telephone call with President 
/Slobodan] Milosevic on 
Wednesday morning and told 
him that if the two FrendLpQots 
were not released in the com- 
ing days, France would be 
forced to draw all the appro- 
priate conclusions," Catherine 
Cokmnasaid. But she said there 
was no question of postponing 
the Paris peace conference, 
scheduled for 14 December, 
until the pilots’ release, as de- 
manded by their wives. 

Captain Ec£d£ric Chiffot and 
Lieutenant Jos€ Souvignet dis- 
appeared on 30 August after 

qeclingfromtheirNCrage2000 
as it plunged towards a hill near 
the rebel Serb headquarters at 
Pale, east of Sarajevo. Many 
UN and Nato officials believe the 
men are dead, because Radovan 
Karadzic recently claimed they 
had been kidnapped by. un- 
known forces, and because they 
were not used as a bargaining 
chip by the Serbs at the peace 
talks in Dayton, 6hk> last month. 

‘The most commonly held 
view here is that if they existed 
and were alive, they would have 
been cashed in at Dayton" 
one official said. “For example: 
OK, if we get Gibavica [a Serb 
suburb of the capital due to re- 
vert to government control] 


France will be the third- 
largest troop contributor to the 
Nato peace . Implementation 
Force (I-For), which has the dif- 
ficult task of reuniting Saraje- 
vo within 90 days of the transfer 
of authority m Bosnia from 
the UN to Nato. That is ex- 
pected on 18 December. 

Preparations for I-For’s ar- 
rival are under way m Bosnia, 
with most attention focused on 
the new beys: the 20,000 US 
troops who are to deploy 
around the northern town of TU- 
zla. Yesterday a US Air Force 
cargo plane became the first 

fixed-wing aircraft to land at the 
UN air base in Tuzla for more 
than a year - the runways were 
dosed for most of the war by 
Serb shelling. 

Colonel Neal Patton of the 
US Air Force and Ll-Col Sid 
Kooyman, an army liaison of- 
ficer, flew into HizJa yesterday 
to inspect the air base and be- 



i gc 

you get the pilots." 

Last week Mr Chirac wrote 
to the US President, Bill Clin- 
ton, urging the international 
community to strengthen safe- 
guards for Serbs living in Gr- 
bavica and four other suburbs 
ceded to the government at 
Dayton. “That was definitely 
linked to the French pilots - that 
was the light noise the Serbs 
would want to hear;’' the offi- 
cial said ^ that Chirac was say- 
to the Serbs: *3 will raise with 
ton what I know are your 
concerns over Gibavica etc’.” 


Chirac: Phoned President 
Slobodan Milosevic 

gin setting up for the arrival, af- 
ter Paris, of their soldiers. 
Although the Americans have 
dispatched several reconnais- 
sance teams to the area. Col 
Kooyman and his comrades 
represent the first wave of Day- 
ton peace-keepers to reach the 
industrial dty. 

Col Patton told reporters he 
was “absolutely” satisfied with 
security at the airbase. The same 
could not be said for the press 
corps, struggling with technical 
terms and a distinct lack of in- 
formation. Asked about the al- 
leged impending arrival of 
plane-loads of US troops. Col 
Patton replied- “Hopefully we 
will start some measured flow, 
but again if s based on how we 
do our load-planning." Would 
they then come in by land? 
The colonel did not know, but 
could reveal that: “We are in an 
air phase right now.” 
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Dearth in Valletta: When the Islamic Jihad chief was shot, he and Iranian agents had been planning assassination of the PLO ‘traitor 


was foiled by 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

SAFA HAERI . . 

Pans 

Fhthi Shkaki. leader of the mil- 
itant Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
organisation, who was shot 
dead in Malta in October, had 
just met a senior Iranian envoy 
in Libya to discuss the assassi- 
nation of Yasser Arafat, the 
chairman of the PLO. 

Iran believes the PLO passed 
details of Shkaki's travel plans 
and false passport to Israel, 
which then arranged for him to 
be killed outside Hk hotel in \fcl- 
Jeua, a source with access to 
Iranian intelligence has told 
the Independent. 

Shkaki, whose group has car- 
ried out a series of suicide 
bombings against Israeli targets, 
was based in Damascus. In Oc- 
tober he went to Libya, where 
he met Hussein Shaiicholeslam, 
Iranian deputy minister for for- 
eign affairs with responsibility 
for the Arab world, who is also 
believed to be deputy head of 
Iranian intelligence. 

The source says they dis- 
cussed the murder of Mr 
Arafat, hated by Iran and Is- 
lamic Jihad for his co-operation 
with Israel and the US in sign- 
ing the Oslo peace accords. It 
is not clear that Libya was 
aware of what they were dis- 
cussing. though M namm ar 
Gaddafi, the Libyan leader, is 
opposed to Oslo and recently 
started to expel 30,000 Pales- 
tinians from Libya to put pres- 
sure on Lhe PLO. 

Mr Shaikholeslam has long 

f layed an important role in 
rani an covert operations. He 
was a leader in the takeover of 
the US embassy in Tfchran in 
1979. In 1983 US intelligence 
beBeved he helped to organise 
the suicide truck bomb which 
killed 241 American Marines in 
Beirut He is the liaison between 
the foreign- ministry' and 
the Vezaral-e-Ellelai, or 


information ministry, which is 
in fact Iranian intelligence. 

There was a good reason 
why Shkaki and Mr Shaik- 
holeslam chose to meet in 
Libya. Islamic Jihad has its 
headquarters in Damascus, but 
is closely watched by Syrian in- 
- telligence. Iran, although allied 
to Syria, fears Syria will start ne- 
gotiations with Israel. Col 
Gaddafi, on the other hand, al- 
lowed Abu Nidal to use Libya 
as a base when he had Abu Iyad, 



Farthf Shkaki: PLO fingered 
him for the hit-squad 

Mr Arafafs chief lieutenant, as- 
sassinated in 1991. 

On the morning of 26 Octo- 
ber Shkaki returned by ship to 
Malta from Libya. He may 
have travelled with Mr Shaik- 
holeslam, who later lamented 
on Iranian radio, that Shkaki 
had decided to break his jour- 
ney in Malta at the last moment 
He was wearing a wig, had 
shaved off his beard and had a 
forged Libya passport in the 
dame of Ibrahim Dawish. He 
took a room in the Diplomat 
hotel in a. suburb of Valletta, 
where he had stayed before. 

Soon after, he checked in, 
Shkaki went out to some local 
shops to buy shirts for his chil- 
dren, according to a Maltese 
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police invesLiga lion. On his re- 
turn two men were waiting for 
him on a motorcycle, one of 
whom walked up to him and 
shot him six times ra the head. 
As Shkaki fell, his assassin 
jumped on to the motorcycle, 
which was driven off and was 
found abandoned under a 
bridge by (he jetty ofa yacht har- 
bour. Investigators believe the 
killers were taken off by boat. 

Mossad, the Israeli external 
intelligence organisation, does 
not lay claim to assassinations, 
but was widely assumed in Is- 
rael to be behind Lhe killing. 
Ephraim Sneh. the Health Min- 
ister, came dose to admitting n_ 

Could PLO intelligence have 
tipped off Mossad about the 
whereabouts of Shkaki, as the 
Iranians believe? 

Mossad had reportedly been 
looking to kill Islamic Jihad 
leaders ever since two of its sui- 
cide bombers killed 21 Israeli 
soldiers at Beit Lid in Israel in 
January. Israel also has every 
reason to try to keep Mr Arafat 
alive, since the implementa- 
tion of the Oslo accords de- 
pends on his survival. For Lhe 
same reason Islamic Jihad and 
the Iranian leadership, who see 
Oslo as a betrayal of the Pales- 
tinians, have a good reason to 
kaH the PLO chairman. 

Once relations were wanner. 
After the overthrow of the 
Shah by Ayatollah Khomeini in 
1979 Mr Arafat was the first for- 
eign leader to be received by the 
revolutionaries in Tehran. He 
said: ‘livery Iranian freedom 
fighter is represented in the 
Palestinian revolution." 

But Mr Arafat was neither 
militant nor Islamic enough 
for the alliance to last. By 
Match this year he was accus- 
ing Iran and Syria of fomenting 
trouble in the Middle East and 
creating unrest for the Pales- 
tinian authority; now estab- 
lished in Gaza and Jericho. 

- He warned Iran “to stop sup-, 
-porting terrorists" and said: 











Lost ‘son of the revolution': Shkaki’s funeral at a Palestinian camp near Damascus. Iran declared a day of national mourning Photograph: AFP 


“Your oil, your money and your 
bombs wul nol open the small- 
est footpath for you on one cen- 
timetre of Palestinian soil." 

Mr Arafat’s security forces 
were also putting pressure on Is- 
lamic Jihad in Gaza and were 
being accused of collaborating 
with the Israelis. On the West 
Bank, Jibril Rajoub. bead of 
Palestinian Preventive Security, 
based in Jericho, has notoriously 
cordial relations with the Israeli 
Shin Bet domestic security ser- 
vice. In October the second 
stage of the Oslo agreement was 
signed by Mr Arafat and 
Yitzhak Rabin. The peace deal 
was becoming irreversible. 

Iran was distraught at the 


death of Shkaki. He was their 
closest ally among the Pales- 
tinians and considered a “son" 
of. the Islamic revolution. He 
had written, a book entitled: 
Khomeini the Alternative Solu- 
tion. He said once that when the 
Iranian revolution succeeded “I 
realised that Islam could over- 
come even a country like the 
United Stales." There are Jihad 
training camps near Qom. inn 
miles south of Tehran. 

When Shkaki’s death was 
confirmed. Iran declared a day 
of mourning and the radio news 
was devoted entirely to tributes 
to him. On 1 November there 
were marches with slogans in 
praise of the dead Jihad leader 


and against Zionism, the US 
and Mr Arafat. When Rabin 
was assassinated three days lat- 
er, Iranian radio said: “While 
Arafat said he was shocked by 
the news of Rabin's assassina- 
tion. Palestinian people re- 
joiced. distributed sweetmeats, 
thanked God and danced." 

The source close to Iranian 
intelligence says it is still intent 
on promoting" Mr Arafat's as- 
sassination. It has talked with 


Ahmed Jibril. head of the Pop- 
ular From for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command, 
which has long had offices in 
Tehran. Jihad launched two 
failed suicide bomb attacks 
against Israeli targets in the 
Gaza Strip soon after its leader 
died but has since been silent. 
The organisation W3s small and 
very much a one-man band un- 
der Shkaki. so it may be se- 
verely disrupted by his death. 


Mr Arafat, who has heard re- 
ports of Iranian plans to assas- 
sinate him. said mildly in an 
interview with the Independent 
in Gaza that ‘a large majority 
of the Iranians arc supporting 
the Palestinian people." He re- 
minded Iranian leaders that he 
had supported them in the past 
adding: "No one can affect the 
Palestinian independent deri- 
sion. ft belongs only to the 
Palestinian people." 




France plans early end to tests 

Paris - France’s last nuclear test blast in the south Pacific will 
be before the end of February, several months ahead of sched- 
ule, the Defence Minister, Charles MiUon, said yesterday. 
France, which has set off four underground blasts in French Poly- 
nesia since September, has pledged to sign a nuclear test-ban treaty 
as soon as the series is complete. Outrage over President Jacques 
Chirac's decision to break a three-year moratorium on testing 
has already prompted Paris to say it will reduce the planned eight 
tests to six. France insists the tests are necessary to ensure the 
viability of its independent nuclear force and develop simulation 
technology to make further tests unnecessary. “The analysis of 
the fourth test has proven that it and the three prior ones have 
allowed us to obtain the scientific data expected." AP 

Papandreou ‘worsens’ 

Athens - The health of the Prime Minister, Andreas Papandreou. 
worsened yesterday. Doctors were to perform a tracheotomy af- 
ter failing to disconnect him from life support machinery. “As the 
use of the respirator is expected to continue a tracheotomy was 
deemed necessary ," a medical bulletin said. In a tracheotomy doc- 
tors make a slit in the windpipe and create a breathing hole. This 
will allow' them to remove a tube that has snaked down Mr Pa- 
pandreou's throat since he was hooked to the respirator. AJ‘ 

Pizza ‘can ward off prostate cancer' 

Washington - LTS researchers have found that pizza and spag- 
hetti sauce can protect against prostate cancer A Harvard study 
over six years of the eating habits of 47,000 men found that those 
who had at least 10 servings a week of tomato-based foods were 
up to 45 per cent less likely to develop prostate cancer. AP 

Tigers reject amnesty offer 

Colombo - Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger separatists dismissed Presi- 
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga's offer of amnesty for those who 
lay down Lheir arms, saying they' did not wish to submit to dom- 
ination by the army. A spokesman said the rebels had no choice 
but to “continue with the resistance agaiosl military occupation" 
of the northern rebel stronghold of Jaffna. Reuter 

Gonzalez hints at standing down 

Madrid - Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez hinted he may not lead 
the Socialists in a general election next March, saying he did not 
want to drag down his party. “1 don’t want to have happen to me 
what happened to Margaret Thatcher, who didn't realise she was 
a problem,” Mr Gonzalez said. .4P 

Bouncer comes down with a bump 

Stockholm - A 130kg (2861b) bouncer was sentenced to eight 
months' imprisonment for suffocating a restaurant guest by sil- 
ling on him. Witnesses told a court in GaJlivare, northern 
Sweden, that the doorman, who was not identified, had intervened 
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AA membership: 

The gift that shows you really care. 


Here is the. perfect. Christmas 
gift for someone you care for. 

"When you give membership 
of the AA* you give the 
protection of the U.K.'s 
leading motoring assistance 
organisation - 365 days a 
year, 24 hours a day. 


All-round protection includes.. 

# Cover even when driving 
someone else’s car or when 
travelling as a passengen 

# Over 80% of aJl breakdowns 
fixed at the roadside. 

# Priority to members in 
vulnerable situations, including 
lone women. 


A small price for year-round 
protection 

Existing AA members pay only 
£36* for gift membership instead 


of the currenr cash-payment price 
of £41. For non-members the price 
of AA gift membership is £41 or 
£36 if paying by direct debit. 
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international 


John Major and the Italian 

Prime Minister, Lamberto Dim, 
made a joint appeal to their Eu- 
ropean Union partners yester- 
day for an in-depth analysis of 
the effects of monetary union, 
saying that the consequences of 
getting EMU wrong could be 
chaos across the continent. 

The two leaders, meeting in 
Florence, appeared tofind com- 
mon caxjsem discussing the two 
biggest economies likely to be 
dined in the moves towards 


a single European currency - 
Britain because it is reluctant to 




warn of EU 


monetary chaos 


mit said that fee two countries, 
along with Ranee, wouMpress 
for a detailed analysis of EMU 
at next week’s summit in 
Madrid. Both leaders noted dot 
only a minority of member- 
states is fflaefy to meet the catena 
for monetary union laid down by 
the Maastricht treaty, and that 
plans most therefore be made for 
the countries left out ; 

“Monetary onion will effect 
everybody whether they take 
part mit or not,” Mr Major said. 
“If it proceeds, or when it pro- 
ceeds, ft has got to be zigh^ oth- 
erwise it will cause chaos and 
difficulty across Europe." 

With Ranee hit by a growing 
wave of strikes as a direct resolt 
of its efforts to meet the Maas- 
tricht criteria, countries across 
the EU are becoming painful- 
ly aware of the dangers of im- 
posing excessively austere 
strictures on their economies at 


and generally slow i_ 
Commissi oning a detailed 
analysis of monetary union - 
covering import and export 
markets, foreign eacrirange trad- 


able social problems - would 
force die EU to address the 
mounting difficulties faring its 


haps create mechanisms for 
non-^ali^mgcom ^Kto^oi n 

Mr D ini denied that the joint 


platform was an attempt to de- 
lay monetary union, saying 
there were stul two years to go 
before the third and final phase 
of the process got under way. 
But Mr Dim knows, despite his 
protestations to the contrary, 
that Italy could never meet the 
criteria as they stand and that 
his country's best hope is to find 
a back door by which to enter 
after 1999. 

Hie two countries appeared 
to differ, at least in tone, on 
what that back door should be. 
Mr Major rejected the idea 
that non-EMU countries should 
create some kind of currency 
grid akin to the present Ex- 
change Rate Mechanism. 

Mr Dini, however, said there 
had to be a “reasonable degree 
of exchange-rate relationship". 

The issue is of immediate do- 
mestic interest in Italy, as Mr 
Dini is trying to extend his 
temporary mandate as Prime 
Minister to the end of Italy's 
term as EU president, which 
runs from January to June next 

foment toteawe him in office 
long enough to prepare a super- 
austere 1997 budget. 

Yesterday, he denied that 
such a measure would lead to 
Fteocb-styte social unresL This 
kind of decision requires dia- 
logue, not coercion," he said. 
“This is something that they [the 
French] should bear in mind." 


Kohl and Chirac 
forge new Europe 


MARY DEJEVSKY 
Paris 


The President of France and the 
Chancellor of .Germany have 
sent a joint letter to Other Eu- 
ropean leaders, setting out their 
common position on the future 
of the European Union. 

The letter, to be made pub- 
lic today as Jacques Chirac and 
Helmut Kohl meet for their lat- 
est summit in the German spa 
town of Baden Baden, con- 
tains recommendations for tiie 
reform of EU institutions in the 
run-up to next year’s inter-gov- 
ernmental conference (IGC), 
but also expresses views on the 
overall direction the European 
Union should take. 

Refusing to divulge exact de- 
tails of tiie letter yesterday, the 
Rench President* s spokesman, 
Catherine Colonna, stressed 
that it was “a basis for reflection 
and discussion” and directed at 
making tiie EU “more effective, 
more democratic and closer to 
ordinary citizens”. Even in her 
four-point outline, however, 
there were indications that 
some of the ftanco-German po- 
sitions would not please the 
British gove rnm ent. . 

Ranee and Germany, it was 
suggested, want the EU to have 
a much higher international 
profile, a wish that appears to 
presuppose a common foreign 
policy. 

The Franco-German letter 
aljso reportedly calls for closer 


cooperation injudicial and po- 
lice matters, especiaffy on ques- 
tions of "asylum and 
immigration”, but also against 
terrorism, crime and drugs. 
While clearly intended to allay 
German fears about French 
backsliding cm tiie Schengen 
treaty on open borders (and 
perhaps aflow France to post- 
pone implementation longer 


than it already has), the 

id! 


question of judicial and police 
cooperation has wider implica- 
tions. Britain has not signed the 
Schengen treaty, and objects to 
the idea of a European judicial 
system beyond the court already 
in existence. 

Hie French account of the 
joint letter also mentioned the 
need for European institutions 
to be more responsive to peo- 
ple in member countries, and 
the controversial question of in- 
stitutional restructuring. 

The joint Franco-German let- 
ter is wing released a week be- 
fore the European summit in 
Madrid, which is expected to fi- 
nalise preparations for the IGG 
But its release at the Franco- 
German summit suggests a 
diplomatic effort by both coun- 
tries to show that they are still 
functioning together as the “en- 
gine of Europe” despite doubts 
about the extent of President 
Chirac’s commitment to politi- 
cal union, and despite the social 
unrest in France that 
its ability to meet the Maastricht 
criteria for monetary union. 


Socialist MEPs back 
Turkey trade link 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 


Thrkey looks certain to achieve 
its prized objective of a customs 
union wife tjbe European Union 
after Socialist and centre-right 
members of the European Par- 
liament approved the measure 
last night. The patfiamenfs two 
largest groups were responding 
to recent improvements in 
Turkey’s human rig hts record, 
clearing tiie way for ratification 
of the accord by the foil par- 
liament next week. 

The European Commission 
and EU national g ove r nments 
have pressed hard for the agree- 
ment, arguing that it is vital to 
promote stability and prosper- 
ity m Turkey, one ctf the Mamie 
world’s leading practitioners of 
secular politics. Bet many. 
MEPs, particularly the Social- 
ists, were highly critical of 
Turkey's treatment of its ethnic 
Kurdish minority and of laws 
that curbed freedom of speech 
in relation to Kurdish issues. 

Turkey’s Prime Minister, Thn- 
su CSUer, has spent months 
lobbying for the customs union, 

warning EU leaders that if the 
European Parliament rejected 
die accord it would trigger a rad- 
ical pro- Islamic, anti-European 
mood in ‘finfcey.By the same to- 
ken. with thft lYArltflmpnt 




pected now to ratify the agree- 
ment, Mrs Ciller and her con- 
servative Time Path Party may 
receive an important boost in 
Turkey's 24 December parlia- 
mentary elections. 

Mrs Goer’s government took 
several steps this year to con- 
vince MEPs that it was serious 
about political reform. In July 
it steereda set of amendments 
to the 1982 raflitaiy-era consti- 
tution through the Tbrirish par- 
liament, increasing the scope for 

* > " 1 Sfottober the Turkishcourt 
of appeals ordered the release 
of two Kurdish MP5 impris- 
oned for advocating political and 
cultural rights for Kurds. How- 
ever, prison sentences on four 
other Kurdish MPs were upheld 

The government also liber- 
alised Article 8 of the anti-ter- 
rarism law, which had beat used 
to jail more than 100 writers and 
intellectuals who spoke their 
minds on Kurdish matters. l-ast 
Thesday Mis GDer even told a 
Goman television interviewer 
that she would soon consider lift- 
ing cmetgOKy rule in south-east- 
ern Thrkey, where the armed 
farces have fought Kurdish guer- 
rillas for the last II years. 

The customs union is de- 
signed to gjve TUrkey the clos- 
est relationship with the EU 
short of full membership. 
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Chirac gives PM ‘full 

support’ on strikes 


|£>:. ' 


MARVDEJEVSKY 

Paris 

As airline staff and teachers pre- 
pared to join the strikes that 
have paralysed France for al- 
jnost two weeks. President 
Chirac yesterday put the full 
weight of his office behind 
Alain Juppi , expressing “his full 
support for the position set out 
by the Prime Minister”. 

With a true presidential 
touch, he also told the regular 
cabinet meeting that special 
provision should be made dur- 
ing the strikes far homeless peo- 
ple, deprived of the shelter of 
warm underground stations. 

. The majority of trade unions, 
including two of the biggest, the 
Force Ouvriere (FO) and the 
CGT vowed to continue the 
strikes. Basking in the success 
of the nationwide protests on 
Tuesday, and the still-growing 
strike movement, they called 
today for further demonstra- 


tions to keep up the pressure on 
the government The five rail 
unions have also voted to main- 
tain their 12-day-oid strike. 

With the battlelines thus 
drawn, and no sign of either side 
retreating, the balance of forces 
— which until Ibesday appeared 
to favour the protesters - 
seemed to be shifting to the gov- 
ernment. Even the union leader 
who has made much of the run- 
ning, Marc Blonde! of the FO, 
seemed to be looking for a way 
ou L when he called yesterday not 
only for the withdrawal of Lhe 
^Jupp6 plan" but for “the open- 
ing without delay of negotiations 
at prime-ministerial level". 

On a television discussion 
programme on Tuesday night, 
Mr Blondel and Louis Viannet 
of the CGT produced tired 
cliches which contrasted poor- 
ly with an energetic perfor- 
mance from the industry 
minister, Franck Borotra. Their 
call yesterday for a second day 


Trade trip to 
Nigeria backed 
by Whitehall 


dexnnec 


STEVE CRAWSHAW 

The British government is spon- 
soring businessmen to go to 
Nigeria in order to drum up 
trade just as Nigerian opposition 
groups are issuing a concerted 
call for sanctions against the 
Nigerian military regime. 

When General Sani 
Abacha's government last 
month hanged Ken Saro-Wiwa 
and eight others, on what were 
generally regarded as trumped- 
up charges. Nigeria was con- 
demned worldwide. It was 
promptly suspended from the 
Commonwealth and John Ma- 
jor. who was attending the 
Commonwealth summit in 
Auckland, talked of “judicial 
murder”. Nigeria, it was sug- 
gested, would now be a pariah. 

Now. however, the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry is 
preparing to subsidise a spon- 
sored inp to Nigeria in two 
months' lime. 

Philip Oppenheim, a minis- 
ter at the department, noted re- 
cently: “My department has 
scaled down the level of pro- 
motional activity in recent 
years." None the less, next 
years trip, planned for Febru- 
ary under the auspices of the 
London Chamber of Com- 
merce. promises “appropriate 
high-level PR and press cover- 
age" - perhaps a dubious at- 
traction in the circumstances. 


When first asked about gov- 
ernment policy, a DTI spokes- 
man insisted that companies 
receive “no financial support", 
in terms of the encouragement 
to do deals. In reality, money is 
still freely available. Originally, 
applications for government 
funds bad to be in by 20 Octo- 
ber - before Saro-Wrwa's exe- 
cution and the international 
uproar that followed. The dead- 
line has now been indefinitely 
extended 

Organisers admitted yester- 
day: “We fuDy expected them 
[the 11 DTI] to cancel." But 
Olaokun Soyinka, co-ordinator 
of a Nigerian pro-democracy 
umbrella group m London, said 
be was not surprised to hear that 
the trip was going ahead: “It's 
all bluster. Underneath, it’s 
business as usual" 

Tony Lloyd, a Labour foreign 
affairs spokesman who is host- 
ing a meeting in London today 
at which Nigerian opposition 
groups will present their de- 
mands for an oil embargo, said 
he was “surprised” that the 
DTI has decided to go ahead 
with the trip. He warned of 
sending “the wrong message", 
and argued: “The immediate 
response ought to be to cancel 
or at least defer these trips. If 
there’s a milder climate in six 
or eight months' time, you can 
always put it back on the 
agenda.” 


LEPROSY 
CAN BE 

CURED... 


Befoie BMurmn 


...and the sooner 

we start, the sooner it can be stopped. 

In 1 995, we don't think it's right that 
people still suffer from a disease which 
"* is completely curable. When the 

treatment, which costs as little as 
£20, can not only transform disfigured 
. faces, but restore lives aswell. 

Countdown to Cure is our new five 
- year programme aimed at controlling 
leprosy as a world disease by the 
year 2000. 

Afuiueaimm ' But" we can only dp it with your help. 

Please help us by sanding a 
donation to lhe Leprosy Mission, 
BOX No. 73, FREEPOST, Goldhay 
Way, Peterborough PE2 5GZ. 

bbpwm Thank You. 
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of demonstrations within a 
week not only looks unimagi- 
native, but bolds the serious risk 
that fewer people will turn out. 

Several other factors are 
moving in the government's 
favour. Mr Chirac’s firm support 
of Mr Juppe makes a climb 
down by the Prime Minister less 
likely. The alternative transport 
organised for P&ris commuters 
has started lo reduce rush-hour 
jams, and the FO, which yes- 
terday launched a subscription 
campaign to help strikers, may 
be running short of money. 
The cold weather also helps - 
by discouraging marchers. 

No less crucial is the fact that 
there is still a key dissenter in 
the ranks of the unions. Nicole 
Notat, head of the biggest 
union, the CFDT. which has 
links wilh the Socialist Party, is 
adamant that Mr Juppe’s plans 
for welfare reform do have 
some good points. But Ms 
NotaL's strength among her 


own union activists Ls ques- 
tionable: she was booed and 
forcibly removed from the 24 
November demonstration by 
some of her own militants. A 
wider public, however, secs her 
as a forthright woman who 
talks sense and docs not allow 
herself to be pushed around. 
Yesterday, in words which mav 
turn out to be prophetic, she 
told a radio interviewer. “I 
don't know whether the cun-ent 
protests are going to become 
quite as big as people say." 

The protesters, for their pari, 
have on their side the continu- 
ing sympathy of much public 
opinion, the general dissatis- 
faction with Mr Chirac and Mr 
Juppe in particular, and the 
strength of persisting griev- 
ances in individual sectors -like 
the railways. But if layoffs 
increase, and as deliveries of 
fuel, parts and raw materials 
start to seize up, sympathies 
could change very quickly. 
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Standing firm: Prime Minister Alain Juppe greets the press after a Cabinet meeting 
at the Elysee Palace yesterday, as the strikes continue Photograph: Michel Lpchitz/AP 


The Egyptian embassy in Lon- 
don has denied a report in yes- 
terday's Independent that the 
Egyptian govern mem has sent 
up lo 100 men from iis securi- 
ty sert ice to hunt down its op- 
ponents in Britain, writes 
Michael Sheridan. 

"The Egyptian embassy dc- 
: nies categorically the news re- 
I part." an official statement said. 
“This has never been the ease 
nor is it Egyptian policy." The 
embassy described the report as 
“groundless and pure imagina- 
tion." adding that "Egypt is 
well known to be a country 
which respects international 
law and does noi interfere in any 
way in the internal affairs of an;, 
country." A Foreign Office 
spokesman said the report was 
without foundation. 

The Independent quoted a re- 
liable military source in Cairo 
as saving that the agents began 
arriving in London Iasi monih 
and their mission was Lo hunt 
down Islamic fundamentalists, 
against whom the government 
of President Hosni Mubarak is 
engaged in a ruthless campaign 
in Egypt. 



( ‘i-O ■■ *, 



Think how close 45 razorsharp blades rotating inside three 
floating heads can shave you. Now you're thinking of the 
fFPhi.lishave, wilh its unique ‘Lift and Cut’ action and 
Microgroove shaving heads. Nothing comes closer. We’re so 
confident you’ll be happy with your Philips product! we offer a 
-60 day. satisfaction guarantee! If for any reason you don't like 
It we'll refund, your money, no questions asked. If you have any 
questions on this or any other Philips product, or need advice on 
buying presents, call the Philips giftline on 0171 436 6689* 
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Cannabis for medical use: Aids and cancer sufferers find solace in smoke-filled rooms 













RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 




M 


i 


pi 






\ 





\A _./y } 







His popularity tumbling and bis 

judgment increasingly ques- 
tioned even within his own Re- 
publican party. Newt Gingrich 
B facing anew threat: the like- 
ly appointment of ah indepen- 
dent counsel to investigate 
alleged ethical irregularities by 
the House Speaker. 

After months of stonewalling. 
Republicans on the House 
Fthirs Committee have reluc- 
tantly agreed to the principle of 
an outside investigator to look 
into what has been called “Newt 
Inc," a sk em of political and 
personal ventures by Mr Gin- 
grich, some involving the polit- 
ical action committee Gopac, 
which the Speaker beaded un- 
til early this year. 

Untfl now the committee of 
five Republicans and five De- 
mocrats has been deadlocked. 
But die dam burst last week with 
charges by tbe Federal Election 
Cbmmssoo (FEC) feat Gopac 


that big Gopac contributors 
asked for help with th eir prob - 
lems with government, cieatuig 
what the FEC calls “the ap- 
pearance of corruption”. 

Mr Gingrich has dismissed 
the allegations as “phoney, to- 
tally phoney”. Even so, this 
new controvert was cteatfy ft 
factor in his decision last week 
to keep out of the spotlight in 
the negotiations over die 1996 
budget, where his outbursts 
have handed the White House 
a massive public-relatioDS boost 
in its battle with Congress. 

The argument sow is over 
how wide the counseTs powers 
should be, with Republicans in- 


a counsel with broad powers win 
have much material to work 
with. According to a transcript 
released by the FEC, one 
speaker at an internal Gopac 
meeting in August 1990 esti- 
mated “Newt support” at 
$250,000 a year. Separate alle- 
gations centre on possible 


rations centre on possible 
Gopac funding for a college 
course taught by Mr Gi qgr i c h , 


sistmg they be kept as narrow 
as possible, -but Democrats 


as possible, -but 
adamant that no Gi 
troversy should be 
Thus does histoi 
self on Capitol Hfll- 


ncbcon- 
■-limits. 
epeat it- 
ven years 


spent huge sums helping Mr 
Gingrich win a hairbreadth re- 


lighting the way: Joseph Soto and his friend, Hiram, both HIV positive, enjoy a smoke at the Cannabis Buyers' CLub Photograph: Catherine Leroy 


Gingrich win a hairbreadth re- 
election victory in 1990. It also 
produced documents showing 


ago, a fiery young minority 
vnap named Newt Gingrich led 
the campaign for a powerful 
counsel to probe alleged mis- 
demeanours by the then De- 
mocratic Speaker, Jim Wright. 
Mr Wright was forced to resgn. 

No one isyet predicting a sim- 
ilar fete for Mr Gingrich. But 


in breach of tax laws. 

Tbe biggest headlines how- 
ever were generated in autumn 
1994 by the Speaker's infa- 
mous - and shortly thereafter 
cancelled -contract for a $45m 
book advance from Rupert 
Murdoch’s HaipetCollms pub- 
lishing company, just when Mr 
Murdoch had pressing busi- 
ness with Congress ana feder- 
al broadcasting authorities. 

Meanwhile, President Bill 
Clinton yesterday vetoed the 
’ pfMxibKnwn bill fo r balancing the 

budget by 2002, But tbe White 
House is promising its own 
proposal by the end of the 
week, raising hopes of a com- 
promise to avert another federal 
shutdown when the current 
stopgap government funding 
expires on 15 December. 


‘Speakeasy’ 


campaigners 
push case for 


marijuana 


DAVID USBORNE 

San Francisco 


It is two minutes to one in fee 
afternoon and “last orders” is 
called at fee Island Bar. A 
handful of punters stir lazily 
from fee armchairs and sofas 
feat line fee walls to make a last 
purchase. Only Mexican vari- 
eties axe sold on this floor; for 
the more expensive Californian 
labels there is another tor up- 
stairs. Wfe are not talking booze 
here, but tbe green leaf - mar- 
ijuana. 

This is fee Cannabis Buyers’ 
Club on Market Street in San 
Frandsca An anonymous-look- 
ing four-storey office building 
from fee outside, within it is a 
modem version of a Prohibition 
era speakeasy. Tbe air is heavy 
wife marijuana smoke and the 
rhythms of Annie Lennox. Ibis 
lunchtime the trade is hectic at 
both bars, which, as well as 
cannabis by fee 23-gram bag, 
also sell pot-laced pastries, wa- 
ter pipes and other drug-taking 
paraphernalia. 

“What we are doing is total- 
ly, absolutely illegal,” confess- 
es the club’s director and 
founder, Dennis Feron, an imp- 


It was after fee death of his 
former lover from Aids that Mr 
Feron founded the dub in 1991, 
fee first of its kind. He has sera 
its membership explode to 
more than 7,000 today. As 
much as a dispensing chemist 
for fee cannabis, it is also a place 
for social contact and mutual 
support “I’m so proud and so 
happy these people aren’t alone 
any more,” says Mr Feron. 

Curtis, for example, who is 34 
and has had HIV for nine years, 
comes to fee dub about twice 
a week, in part to linger for a 
couple of hours and meet 
friends. More importantly, he is 
certain marijuana has helped his 
body cope with fee vims. He 
says that it helps him sleep, re- 
stores his appetite and sup- 
presses the nausea that is 


brought on by fee anti-Aids 
drug, AZT. A fresh joint in his 
hand, he explains: “If I didn’t 


l l*r 




s, 


Dennis Feron: Believes his 
stand will be vindicated 


ish grin breaking out from un- 
der his white hair. But this is by 
no means a frivolous venture. 


pursued 

breaking 


ed just for the fun of 


fee law. On fee con- 


the law. This is a dub reserved 
for* customers with serious, 
mostly chronic diseases, in par- 
ticular Aids and cancer, and it 
is at the forefront of a growing 
nationwide campaign to le- 
galise cannabe for medical use. 
No one gets the necessary mem- 
bership without a written diag- 
nosis from their doctor. 

Nor is this an ordinary day at 
the dub, one of about 26 now 
operating across America. 
When one o’clock comes, Mr 
Feron leads 100 of his members 
cm a march down Market Street 
to United Nations Plaza to 
publicise fee latest phase of his 
rampaig n: a drive to collect 
enough sgnatures to put a pop- 
ular petition to California’s 
voters next November, asking 
them to let doctors prescribe 
marijuana to fee gravely 3L The 
police have shown up in 
strength, but, this being San 


limited legalisation co-authored 
by Lester Grinspo on, a profes- 
sor of psychiatry at HuvanL 
“The ostensible indifference of 
physicians should no longer be 
used as a justification for keep- 
ing this medicine in the shad- 
ows,” the artide argued. 

Back at the dub, Dennis 
Per on remains convinced that 
he will one day be vindicated. 
With fee Cdifonuapetition, he 
may be making an important 
start. In a non-binding vote 
four years ago, Californians 
voted 80 per cent in favour of 


politics in America, they actu- 
ally help the marchers. Passing 
cars honk with approval. 


the necessary 600,000 signa- 
tures to qualify for a place on 
the ballot, his latest initiative 
could become law. “This is just 
now beginning to achieve a 
critical mass,” he says, passing 
a joint around. 


Currys 


hand, he explains: “If I didn’t 
take pot, it would just be an end- 
less cycle of getting up in fee 
morning and not being able to 
eat anything and then not tak- 
ing fee AZT because it makes 
me feel so tod.” Several others 
at fee bar offer similar testi- 
monies. “If it wasn't for the dnh, 
1 would be dead by now,” says 
ftrter Dekon, who has a brain 
tumour. “Pm certain of it.” 

On the legal front MrFeron’s 
experience has been more frus- 
trating. The federal govern- 
ment continues to resist revising 
its designation of cannabis as a 
category one drug, too danger- 
ous even for doctors to prescribe 
on however a limited basis. 
Cocaine and morphine, by con- 
trast are category two drugs. 
The California Assembly final- 
ly this year did pass a Jaw of- 
fering a limited legalisation of 
the chug for medical use, only* 
to see h mstantlyvetoed by Gov- 
ernor Pete Wilson. 

Even so, fee notion of al- 
lowing marijuana use for ther- 
apeutic purposes only is 

tionwid^Federal officials insist 
that there is no scientific evi- 
dence proving the benefits of 
marijuana as a treatment But 
last summer the Journal of the 
American Medical Association 
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” U ^ an ®* ections: Among the dispossessed and disillusioned, support grows for general who sees the positive side of Stalin 


wins hearts of the nostalgic 


PHIL REEVES . : V 
Moscow • o-V". 

.. He was a perfect warnr-tm man 
ror a general; fast-tafldi^, crisp 
naroit and smart as a button in 
a black suit ahdik. Just the tfck- 
et to work up a lather among a 
crowd of provincial Russians, 
gathered is a pubhcball to seek 
a messiah to solve their eco- 
nomic woes, and; restore their 
lost sense of national pride. 

The audience had been 
promised. Alexander Lebed, 
the retired army officer who is 
raining for a’nationalist' party 
widely tipped to do well in this 
month's parliamentary elec- 
tions. General Lebed — usually 
a strict disciplinarian — was . 
late. So they turned their at- ‘ 
tendon to the pitch man instead. 

Did the party, the Congress 
of Russian Communities, allow 
non-Russians as members, a 
man asked from the floor of the 

packed halL The aide allowed 
a lemon-segment smile to 
spread across his fa™*. “T can tell 
you one thing,” he said, '^here 
isn't one blade in our party;” 
Contentment rippled from the 
gallery to the stage. 

Ry as he may. General 
Lebed will have an u phill task 
persuading liberal analysts that 
his party - or at least its fol- 
lowers - is no more than a cen- 
tre-left patriotic organisation. 


R'US, most of the tim e he qq- 

copies the centre ground, rtim- 
- bjrngon about tire importan ce 
oflaw and order, decrying the 
»% of the costly war m Chech- 
nya and arguing the need to 
help the 25 million Russians 
stranded outside the country by 
the break-up of the Soviet 
Union. He says he betieves"in 
a free press and - rare, this, for 
a two-star Russian general - a 

Tfoti need to be 
■ : strong. I Tiave 
ahai^thatcan. 
be maefe into 
an iron fist? 


small, all-professional army. 

But every now and then there • 
is a glimpse of something else. 
His warm-up man had sup- 
plied one such insight to the au- 
dience of pensioners, war 
veterans and ordinary working 
Russians in Kaluga, an farbKrfria] 
city two hours' drive south of 
Moscow. ‘ 

Less than half an hour later, 
the 46-year-old general pro- 
vided another. He did not tell 
the crowd that he vdholeheart- 


edly approved of Stalin, but be 
did say he respected the way 
Stalin set himse lf a goal and 
completed iL There were no 
protests. 

This, may be nothing more 
than campaign rhetoric, a 
celebrity soldier playing to a 
crowd of small-town Russians, 
but it works. For if there is a 
golden boy among the politi- 
cians from the 43 parties run- 
ning for the election on 17 
December, it is Alexander 
Lebed. Foils suggest he is the 
most popular leader in Russia. 

General Lebed (the name 
means “Swan") is a former 
commander of the Fourteenth 
Army in Moldova, from which 
he resigned after using his tanks 
to protect Russian-led sepa- 
ratists. The only thing more im- 
pressive than his subsequent 
popularity is his baritone voice, 
which seems to emanate from 
the soles of his impeccably pol- 
ished black shoes. ^You need to 
be strong. 1 have a hand that can 
be made into an iron fist," he 
thundered. 

Polls show that his parly, 
which is led by Yuri Skokov, the 
former bead of Boris Yeltsin’s 
Security Council and Sergei 
Glazyev, a respected econo- 
mist, is among the handful of 
blocs that are likely to emerge 
strongly in the elections to the 
Duma. It seems especially pop- 


ular in the army, worn down by 
miserable pay and conditions 
and the Chechen war. To mili- 
taty eyes, General Lebed em- 
bodies the ideal of a strong 
.leaden a hero of the Afghan 
war, ex-paratriooper and former 
boxer. He may even draw sup- 
port away from their other 
heart-throb, the ultra-nationalist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky. 

The key question is whether 
the party will do well enough (o 
allow General Lebed to mount 
a presidential challenge. He 
told the crowd in Kaluga that be 
is ready to run, although he has 
not decided whether to do so. 

For over an hour the audi- 
ence listened to him, a ram-rod 
figure in a black suit and V- 
necked jumper who punctuat- 
ed his speech with wry jokes. 
Afterwards, as they stood 
wrapped in furs against -5C tem- 
peratures, most seemed won 
over. 

“He is a very intelligent, hon- 
est, brave, and dever man,” said 
Sacha Tyumacuan, a 65-year-old 
professor. “1 think he's a future 
president.” 

Galina Ivanovna, a pension- 
er, was still more entranced: 
“He has a strong fist,” she en- 
thused. “If he does everything 
he says he's going to, he wfl] 
change our lives.” There's a slim 
chance she could be right 

Leading article, page 20 



Lebed: Tough job to convince the world that he is just a mildly left-wing patriot 


Photograph: Frank Spooner 
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Four die in 
Chinese 
migrant 

worker riot 


TERESA POOLE 

Pel-dng 

A battle between migrant work- 
ers from inland China and lo- 
cal villagers has left at least four 
people dead in the booming 
southern region of Shenzhen. 
Security forces opened fire on 
crowds in the most serious 
known clash this year involving 
China's army of “floating" 
workers, according to Hong 
Kong newspaper reports. 

During several hours of con- 
frontation. the village Com- 
munist Party headquarters was 
ransacked, and at least two vic- 
tims were reported beaten to 
death. Dozens were injured. 

Tension between migrant 
workers and locals runs high in 
most of China's economically 
advanced cities and coastal 
provinces. Poor farmers who 
flood in from inland say they are 
treated with contempt by locals, 
though they do most of the hard 
labour and dirty jobs that no one 
else wants. The locals blame the 
migrants for soaring crime and 
overburdened local services. 

Shenzhen, bordering Hong 
Kong, has one of the world’s 
fastest growing economies. Its 
Special Economic Zone was 
China's first experiment with 
capitalism 15 years ago. Many 
factories depend on cheap mi- 
grant labour to churn out bil- 
lions of pounds' worth of goods 
for export. 

According to Hong Kong 
newspapers, two of which pulv 
fished photographs of a dead 


migrant worker on a hospital 
bed, the clash took place in 
Longtian village, in the north- 
east of Shenzhen, outside the 
special zone. The labourers, 
from Hunan and Hebei 
provinces, were working for a 
Chinese construction company 
building a motorway. 

On Sunday morning, a vil- 
lager on a motorbike disre- 
garded barriers and rode down 
a section of newly-tarred road. 
The infuriated workers attacked 
the rider, who used his mobfle 
telephone to call the police. 
Armed Public Security Bureau 
men and private village securi- 
ty guards arrived A gun was 
held to the head of one of the 
workers by a policeman. The of- 
ficer was attacked by labourers 
with shovels and metal bars, and 
3 full-scale battle ensued. 

The migrants called in sup- 
port from a nearby construction 
site, and a reported 500-sLrong 
mob descended on the village 
and the party office. Riot police 
were called in and opened fire 
with automatic weapons. One 
migrant worker and one on- 
looker were shot dead A village 
security guard and another mi- 
grant worker were beaten to 
death, and about 10 labourers 
were in critical condition. 
Dozens were arrested- Longt- 
ian was yesterday reported to be 
under tight security. 

Such clashes are believed to 
be common in China, but usu- 
ally go unreported. Details of 
this one filtered out because it 
happened close to Hong Kong. 


Peking set to foist 
its lama on Tibet 




TIM McGIRK 

New Delhi 

Chinese authorities plan to en- 
throne a six-year-old boy to- 
morrow as the reincarnation of 
the Panchen Lama, one of Ti- 
bet's highest spiritual leaders, in 
a move that is likely to intensi- 
fy Tibetan anger against 
Peking’s rule, according lo Ti- 
betan exile sources in India. 

By placing their young can- 
didate. Gyallsen Norbu, on the 
Panchen Lama’s throne in the 
town of Shigatse, the Chinese 
will break an ancient mystical 
tradition and violate the" Bud- 
dhist beliefs held by millions of 
Tibetans. The Dalai Lama, Ti- 
bet's exiled spiritual ruler, has 
already found a young nomad 
boy believed to be the Panchen 
Lama reborn. 

The Chinese have snubbed 
the Dalai Lama's choice and in- 
tend to install a child whose fa- 
ther is believed to be a 
Communist Party security offi- 
cer, charged, ironically, with 
rooting Out Tibetan Communists 
in Nagchu district suspected of 


retaining their Buddhist beliefs 
and nationalistic tendencies. 

“Coniraiy to Chinese media 
reports of crowds ecstatically 
greeting the pretender Panchen 
Lama ... the authorities made 
every effort to isolate the boy 
for fear of any outburst of pop- 
ular anger," according to one of- 
ficial in Dharamsala. home of 
the Dalai Lama's govemment- 
in-exilc in India. 

Senior lamas and Tibetan 
officials have been ordered by 
the Chinese to attend the cer- 
emony in Shigatse or face pun- 
ishment. In Lhasa, the Tibetan 
capital, over 300 monks walked 
out of a tea ceremony several 
days ago when ihey realised it 
was being offered in honour of 
the rival Panchen Lama of Lhe 
Chinese. 

The last Panchen Lama died 
in 1989, after spending 12 years 
under house arrest by the Chi- 
nese. Fears are growing for the 
safety of the nomad boy chosen 
by the Dalai Lama. He and his 
parents were arrested and tak- 
en lo Peking, where they are be- 
ing kepi under house arrest. 
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argument 

Colin Blakemore, in the first of two 
opposing articles today and tomorrow 
by leading scientists, argues that BSE 
is a cause for great public concern 

Why we should 
all give up beef 




W e’ve all seen them - those 
pitiful images of wobbly 
cows. We've all imagined it - a 
plague of Biblical proportions 
striking people down with a dis- 
ease that literally rots the brain. 
The most horrific scenario is as 
follows: BSE (bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy) was 
caused by fee ding oows with 
material from sheep infected 
with a similar condition, scrapie; 
the transmissible agent has spon- 
taneously transformed, render- 
ing it infectious to other species 
including humans; it pervades 
the human food chain, not only 
through fragments of offal in 
meat pies, sausages and burgers, 
but in the nerves that are found 
in the best cuts of meat, as well 
as gravy granules and, conceiv- 
ably, tnilk: the human disease 
has a very long incubation 
period, perhaps 20 years, and 


thus a pandemic of incurable 
and lethal disease win hit Britain 
in a decade or so, striking down 
a generation of beef-eating 30- 
year-olds and leaving the conn- 
try of beefeaters in the hands of 
vegans. 

Before this is quoted as my 
opinion, I hasten to add that we 
have solid evidence for none of 
this story, and I hope with ail 
my heart that it's nonsense. 
But what we are most definitely 
not entitled to say is what the 
Health Secretary, Stephen Dor- 
re 11, did say last Sunday, that 
there is “no conceivable risk" of 
BSE being transmitted from 
cows to people. This statement 
revealed as much about the 
lamentable ignorance of scien- 
tific methods and elementary 
statistics among British politi- 
cians as it did about the des- 
peration of the Government 


to avoid yet another 

Not only is a risk ‘"conceiv- 
able” but it is increasingly being 
acknowledged by experts, in- 
cluding the Government's own 
advisers and the scientists whose 
research will eventually allow 
that risk to be property assessed. 

The very nature of spongi- 
fonn encephalopathies militates 
agains t a rapid resolution of the 
current dilemma. We don’t even 
know for sure the nature of the 
transmissible agent in BSE, 
although it is probably a so- 
called prion, a class of chemical 
agents named as recently as 
1982. These nasty little mole- 
cules are non-living fragments of 
protein that are resistant to dis- 
infectants or modest heat and 
can probably never be combat- 
ted by conventional vaccina- 
tion. Healthy nerve cells in the 
brain produce prion proteins, 
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Food for thought: statistical observations may not be conclusive, but they do not support Stephen DoneU's claim that there is *110 conceivable risk' 



but they differ from the nasty 
prions in having a different mol- 
ecular shape. The bad prion 

ping itself around the^^iealSy 
form, replicating itself, caitsino 
the destruction of nerve cells 
and the release of more evil 
molecules. As far as we know, 
prion protein stays trapped in 
the nervous system of an 
infected animal buKhat means 


that it could, in principle, be pre- 
sent in any part of the body that 
has a nerve supply, including 
musde (ie, meat). 

Spongiform brain diseases 
occur naturally in many spedes, 
though they tend to be very 
rare. The h uman encephalopa- 


thy, Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 
(CJD), was described early this 
century. There are about one in 

a million cases a year of CJD all 
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over Europe - that means about 
one a week in this country. 
Ninety per cent of them are 
thought to be caused by a spon- 
taneous fault occurring in nerve 
cells, which makes them pro- 
duce the wrong sort of prion. 

There is no evidence, in any 
spedes, that these diseases are 
contagious or can be transmitted 
sexually or even through blood. 
But they are transmissible. We 
kijow that from the chifliqgstoiy 
of the spongiform disease kmu, 
which occurs surprisingly fre- 
quently among New Guinea 
people, who hive the curious 
haim of eating the brains of their 
dead relatives. It seems that pri- 
ons from an infected h uman 
brain can enter the body through 
the gut, get into the Mood and 
thence infect Che brain of die 
consumer. The average incuba- 
tion period for kuru (between 
eating Unde Arthur and feeling 
very odd) is onfy four years. 
Although it is often said that the 
incubation period for CJD is 20 
years or more, there is no strong 
evidence for this. 

The first cases of BSE in 
British cattle were reported in 
November 1986. Where (Ed BSE 
come from? The finger of guilt 
pointed dearly at the relatively 
recent practice ctf giving cattle 
(especially dairy cows) feed con- 
taining bane meal and carcass 
trimmings from sheep (and 
indeed from cattle, too). A com- 
mittee chaire d by Sir Richard 
Southwood, set up by the Gov- 
ernment in May 1988, concluded 
that the sheep products in feed 
probably caused the transmis- 
sion of a scrapi&-Eke condition 
to cattle. An alternative opinion 
is that the beef products in cow 
feed were responsbie. Whatever 
the origin, feeding practices 
appeared to be to tome and the 
Government, acting with ad- 
mirable speed, iotrooucedaban 
on the feeding of ungnlales to 
ungulates in July 2988. 

Everyone agrees that no 
human being appears to have 
developed , a spongiform dis- 
ease after eating lamb or even 
sheep brain, although scrapie 
(which is. incidentally, largely 
genetic in origin) has been 
known for at least the past 250 
years. On the other hand, if 
material from the brain of an 
infected sheep is injected 
directly into the brain afamon- 
key, the latter develops a spongi- 
form disease after about three 
and a half years. The oondusion 
most be that the scrapie agent 
does not normally reach the 
brain from the gut 

The Southwood Committee 
concluded that it was also 
unlikely (not “inconceivable”, 
please note) that die BSE agent 


would transmit to humans 
through food, but, to err on the 
ride of caution, they recom- 
mended die exclusion from the 
human food chain of infected 
carcasses and milk from 
infected animals, and the with- 
drawal of bovine products from 
materials used for medicinal 
purposes. Again, die Govern- 
ment acted promptly, in August 
1988 requiring die slaughter of 
obviously infected animals and 
the destruction of their milk. 

In November 1989 the “spec- 
ified offer ban came into force, 
forbakfing the use of various bits 
of cattle, ^including brain and 
spinal cord, in products for 
human consumption. Despite 
persistent reassurances, it seems 
that tins ban was not completely 

The scares, 
categorical 
denials and 
escalating 
restrictions have 
made me more 
concerned 


effective, either because of 
sloppy methods or deliberate 
negligence, and it has been pro- 
gressively strengthened. 

The Southwood Committee 
predicted that the total of BSE 
cases would be 17,000- 20,000, 
that it was unlikely to transmit to 
other, spedes, and that cattle 
would be a “dead-end host”, the 
disease disappearing within -a 
fewyeare. In feet, the rate of new 
cases rose to 1,000 a week, and 
300 a week are still beinj* 
reported, many of them ani- 
mals bom after the ban (BABs). 

The most likefy interpretation 
is that the ban isn't bong fully 
observed. However, there re- 
mains thefrighteningpossfoility 
of “vertical transmission” from 
infected animals to their off- 
spring, perhaps across the pla- 
centa or through wiilfc- This has 
been invoked as the possible 
cause of new cases of BSE 
among BABs, but if the incuba- 
tion period of BSE in cattle is 
about four years, the cases we 
are seeing now were infected in 
the early Nineties, when the 
controls were certainly less strict 

I gave up eating afl beef when 
I first heard of BSE. I have to 
admit that this was as much 
because of the evidence of a ftnk 
to cancer rand-heart disease as 
any real fear of catching BSE. 
Nevertheless, the scries of media 


scares, categorical Government 
denials, and escalating restric- 
tions has made me more con- 
cerned rather than less. Many 
scientists and dmicians far more 
expert in this area than 1 now 
appear to share my worries, 
most notably Sir Bernard Tom- 
linson, eminent neuropathol- 
ogist and former government 
adviser, who recently said that he 
had changed his mind and that 
bmgere, pics and beef liver migh t 
(note “might”) cause CJD. 

Sir BcmanFs remarks and the 
ensuing media concern were 
triggered by a somewhat mys- 
terious series of individual cases, 
including some m surprisingly 
young adults and especially four 
dairy farmers who had worked 
with infected herds. Statistician 
Dr Sheila Gore estimated that 
there should have been only 
about two cases among all form- 
ers since 1990 and that the 
probability of the four deaths 
among dairy herdsmen arising 
by chance variation on the nor- 
mal pattern was 1 in 10.000. 

The numbers are still very 
small and there are some con- 
cerns about the statistical meth- 
odology. However, in scientific 
research a probability of just 1 in 
20 is usually taken as “statistically 
significant”. The observations 
may not be conclusive but they 
most definitely do not support 
Mr Darrell's statement that 
there is “no conceivable risk”. 

The next two years will be 
critical. If research continues, we 
may also have a much dearer 

_ picture of how these enceph- 
alopathies transmit and, if 
humans are indeed protected in 
some way from BSE, bow that 
protection operates. In this con- 
text, I note with regret that the 
Neuropathogenesis Unit in 
Edinburgh, one of the main 
centres studying the disease, 
has recently had its funding cut 

Given the quagmire of slim 
evidence and contradictor)' opin- 
ion, what should the meat-loving 
public do? Stay calm; don't cal 
beef pies, burgers or sausages; 
consider gjying up all beef until 
the picture is dearer; listen to the 
scientists. And the Government 
should learn that if ft continues 
to betray its ignorance of the 
concept of risk by transforming 
cautious scientific and medical 
advice into categorical reassur- 
ances, which it subsequently has 
to withdraw, the public will 
rigbthr became increasingly dis- 
trustful of anything that it says. 

. The writer is Waynflete Professor 
of Physiology at the University of 
Oxford. Tomorrow: Robert Will 
of dte CJD surveillance unit 
at Edinburgh's Western General 
Hospital 
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Atishoo! Atishoo! They all cash in 

A flu epidemic is good news for a company with a ‘wonder drug’ in the lab. Liz Hunt looks behind the hype 


N obles at the courts of 
Queen Elizabeth 1 and 
Maiy Queen of ' Scots 
.referred to it. as the “newe 
acquaintance". In 1568, a 
Thomas WUHs said '.that it 
appeared to "be sent “by 
some blast of stars”, and in ’ 
1775 it was reported that 
20,000 people had been 
“seized inonemght”. 

More than 200 years later 
influenza- is- still grabbing 
headlines. One of the most 
common and debilitating of 
global infections, the vrnis 
can have a devastating impart 
on industry, schools and hos- 
pitals. Millions of pounds 
have been invested in trying 
to beat it, but so far it bas 
defied the best efforts of sci- 
entists. So when a new' flu 
cure is mooted, it is guaran- 
teed column inches. 

With an eagle eye on its 

Their confidence 
in a drug tested 
on a handful of 
volunteers has 
alarmed 
observers 


share price, Glaxo Wellcome 
has seized the opportunity 
presented by reports of a pre- 
Christmas epidemic to hype a 
new potential flu drug, one 
which is scarcely out of the 
laboratory. * 

The company says that a 
poor flu season last year ham- ; 
pered the development of 
the compound, known as 
GG167. There were too few. 
cases to try it on. But this 
year, the company says com 
fidentfy, the surge in cases of 
flu and flu-like illness now 




scale clinical trials-Tt predicts . 
approval from regulatory- ' 
authorities for a nasal. spray .. 
or inhalationas eartyas 1997, 
with sales in its first 'year in 
excess of £20Qnx. , 

Such confidence in a drug 
which has been tested in just 
a handful of human volun- 
teers so far - very few of 
whom actually had flu - has : 
alarmed drug industry 
observers and leading scien- 
tists. They see a trend devel- 
oping in which British phar- 
maceutical companies, once a 
model of caution, are making 
claims for compounds still in 
the preliminary stages of 
development. 



. The reasons are dear. The 
executives of British compa- 
nies are. desperate to retain 
their dominant position in 
the global market place, and 
.time isv running out. They 
need new products to replace 
their top sellers- drugs like 
Zantac, an anti-ulcer treat- 
ment and -the best selling 
drug hr the world, but oae 
which loses its patent exclu- • 
smfy.in less than two years’ 
time. Drug- -companies 
believe that the. “hyping” 
strategy persuades share- 


holders to keep the faith. 
British Biotech, a relatively 
new company, last week saw 
its share price shoot up by 
more than 50 per cent after 
releasing results of a new 
anti-cancer drug. The drug, 
marimastat, had been tested 
in just 94 patients for one 
month only. 

GG167 is certainly a novel 
approach to combating the 
influenza virus. The com- 
puter-designed drug does not 
kill it, but appears to stop the 
virus in its tracks, ft blocks an 


enzyme, neuraminidase, 
which is essential for the 
release of the virus from 
infected human cells in the 
nasal passage and the airways 
of the lungs- The theory is 
that the immune system will 
then “mop up” these infected 
cells and so prevent their 
spread through the rest of the 
body. 

Peter Collins, a scientist at 
Monash University in Mel- 
bourne, Australia, is credited 
with discovering GG167 in 
the mid-Eighties.- However, 


the compound belongs to a 
much older group of chemi- 


cals developed in the Sixties 
by Peter PaJese, a chemist in 
Vienna. He recognised their 
potential as anti-viral drugs, 
but Collins, an X-ray crvstal- 
lographer, was the one to 
“fine-tune” the original mol- 
ecule until it was specific for 
strains A and B of the flu 
virus - the most common 
strains in circulation - stick- 
ing to them at a particular 
point and inhibiting neu- 
raminidase. 


Palese’s molecule was 
boat-shaped and fitted a 
groove in the viral structure 
neatly enough, according to 
Professor John Oxford, a 
leading virologist at the 
Royal London Hospital in 
Whitechapel. “What Collins 
did was add a little oar shape 
to the molecule so that it fit- 
ted even better and had 
greater efficacy against the 
virus.” he explains. 

In the test tube and in lab- 
oratory animals. GG167 has 
proved successful, but in 


humans there is little in the 
way of conclusive evidence. 
Other similar neuraminidase 
inhibitors are being devel- 
oped in labs around the 
world, and there is fierce 
competition to be first on the 
market. However, many 
virologists believe that a sim- 
pler back-to-basics approach, 
now being applied to the 
Aids virus, is the only way- 
forward against flu: better 
drugs to treat the symptoms 
are a more cost-effective 
option than millions of 
pounds being invested in 
potential cures. 

But other doctors point to 
an existing drug as the most 
exciting prospect for treating 
influenza A, the most dan- 
gerous strain of the virus 
and the one associated with 
most fatalities. The drug is 
amantadine, made bv Ciba 


Many doctors 
believe better 
drugs to treat 
the symptoms 
would be more 
cost-effective 


Geigy and sold as Symme- 
trel. It is better known as a 
treatment for Parkinson’s 
disease but its value in flu is 
widely recognised by those iu 
the know. It is, however, 
underused because few GPs 
have heard of it and the 
Department of Health is not 
keen to promote it. Flu vac- 
cination for those at partic- 
ular risk stretches the NHS 
budget enough as it is. The 
department has, according to 
some doctors, overempha- 
sised its side-effects, 
described as an excess of 
“jittery" feelings. 

A related drug, rimanta- 
dine, would reduce these 
minor side-effects even fur- 
ther, it is claimed. It is rarely- 
used in the West but doctors 
in the former Soviet Union 
have regularly prescribed it 
and have a wide base of 
patient experience. A few 
Western drug companies 
have expressed interest but 
refuse to comment on its 
potential as a flu treatment 
just yet It is, however, a more 
realistic option than a hi- 
tech, state-of-the-art com- 
pound which, so far, has 
proved itself effective at 
relieving flu symptoms only in 
laboratory rats and mice.* 


Coughing 
up for a 
remedy 


P aracetamol and a hot 
drink with honey and 
lemon will relieve cold 
symptoms just as well as the 
most expensive over-the- 
counter branded remedies, 
according to research by the 
Consumers* Association 
magazine Which? 

'Beating aches and pains 
with the maximum dose or 
a “combination” formula 
such as Day Nurse Liquid 
Cold and Flu Remedy costs 
£1.93 a day. Paracetamol 
and a hot drink will knock 
you back 35p and give the 
same effect. 

Adults suffer on average 
four colds a year and 
children twice as many. To 
counter them we spend 
£300m a year on the 200- 
plus remedies available. 

Much? tried a range of 
remedies costing up to 
£4.75 and concluded that 
popular “combination” 
remedies (which contain 
painkiller, decongestant 
and cough soother), will 
often do little good unless 
you have the full range of 
symptoms - otherwise you 
are only swallowing 
unnecessary drugs. 

The most expensive 
combination remedies are 
Day Nurse Liquid Cold and 
Flu Remedy at £1.93 per 
day and Flurex Cold/Flu 
Capsules with Cough 
Suppressant at £1.94. But 
Lemsip (95p per day), and 
Boots Hot Lemon Cold 
Relief with Decongestant 
(94pi also cost far more 
than paracetamol. 

Cold sufferers shonld 
treat symptoms singly, 
taking paracetamol, aspirin 
or ibuprofen for aches and 
pains, treating bad 
congestion with a spray 
and, if really necessary, a 
dry cough with a 
suppressant. But the 
magazine warns victims 
“there is no convincing 
proof” that cough 
expectorants such as 
Robitussin for Chesty 
Coughs <£L12 per day), 
and Vicks Original Cough 
Syrup (chesty) (£1.59 1 
work: warm water is 
probably just as effective. 

Only sore throat lozenges 
containing doses of 
anaesthetic, such as 
Merocaine. may soothe 
soreness; others, containing 
anti-bacterial ingredients, 
are not likely to help any 
more than any other sweet. 

“The simple fact is 
you're probably better off 
with plenty of rest and lots 
of fluids,” said Diane 
McCrea, Which? bead of 
food and health. “Sadly, the 
world still awaits a cure for 
the common cold.” 

Glenda Cooper 



Up to 


JOHN WALSH 


“Shock jocks” .aren't to be found only on Tkflc Radio UK, it seems. Or so 
the writer Charles Jennings discovered when he agreed to chat on BBC Radio 
Leeds last Sunday, to ping his bock Up North, in whose pages he takes several 
swipes at the loveliness ofvirtuatty anywhere in England north of Potters Bar.^ 
The show was hosted by one Peter Levy — 1 presumably not the Jesuit poet who’s 
married to CyrflConnofly’s widow — who invited along Austin Mitchell, the aj- 
ooping n o ithern MP for Great Grimbsy and quondam broadcaster. 

Responding with predictable fury to Jennings's droll views of their respective 
A* home towns (Grimsby, he had opined, “is fall of carpet warehouses”), Levy 
and Jennings began to abuse the hapless writer in decreasing^ humorous ways. 
“Let’s go down there,” Mitchell said eventually, “and kick him in the bafls.”^ 
“It's time someone told him,” agreed Levy, “to bagger off.” “WhatVit Bke,” 
they chorused, “being a dork?”, Andwbat was it like? “It waslike being beaten 
up ’in the playground by a couple of northern gits,” replied the unabashed (if 
decidedly bashed) Jennings. BGs next book is a swingeing attack on “aristocrats, 
Sloan es and people who shop at Harvey Nichols”. I look forward to the 
interview on Radio Posh. ... . r 


Pirtnre the scene- %n are Brian 

Sewell, pompadoured, vowel- 
strangfing, celebrated (and, . 
occasionally vilified) art critic of the - . 
London Evening Standard. You return, 

last week, from a spefl in hospital to 

file your exciting thoughts on, say the 

Thnwr Priae, onty to find timtyour 

place in the Thursday arts section has 
been tph™ by a critic you’ve never 
heard of, writing a glowing report (m 

the work of a script^ 

Thmbnll, wbomyoa find spectacularly 
free of merit Too wonder wbatshe/n 
is doing sneaking into yoor slot 
during yoor uot-veiy-protraetea 


; -£?<v 


Art-snot so swell torse**" 


I absence. And Tin afraid you wifi go on 
wondering, Brian, until I point out the 
Jspoofey fact that at least two of toe 
Standard’s Christmas parties are 
scheduled to be held at the Serpentine 
GaBexy, where the work of Mr 
TbnftuILts currently on display Only 
a hardened cynic would suggest 
there’s any connection between these 
tiro faetvbut there it Is. 

Richard Jobson, ej-Skids anger 
turned besuited media mogul, found 
himself in a .bit of a cross-cultural 
barney this week. Delighted by the 
acidulous showbiz writings of Joe 
Queen an, a bitchy New Yorker with a 
wrong-way baseball cap and a bilious 
attitude to the rich and famous (his 
long-standing fend with Baibra 
Streisand has resulted in two court 
actions so tar), Jobson’s film 
production company. Rebus, derided 
to dramatise one of the articles in Mr 
Q’s book, IfYou’re TaBdngtoMe, Your 
Career Must Be In Double, in which , 
the author fantasises about spending a 
day as Mickey Rourke, the . 
-pugnacious actor with the fascination 
for New York lowlife. It was such a 
success, they derided to make it a 
trilogy, with Queenan also spending a 
day impersonating Hugh Grant and 
Keanu Reeves. 


Part of the Hugh Grant programme 
involved a trip to a south London 
pub, where Oueenan/Grant is filmed 
meeting real British people rather 
than the stammering charmers with 
which Hollywood believes this country 
is populated. The idea was that 
Queenan should be seen lecturing a 
crowd of jolty regulars about the need 
for gentlemanly behaviour. They 
miscalculated slightly, though, in 
choosing a pub in the Old Kent Road 
more known for villainy than Cockney 
nostalgia. As Queenan stood on the 
bar and launched into his humorous 
harangue (“All dial separates the likes 
of you from the likes of me is one 
word: decency”), a hundred eyes like 
Stanley knives turned on the hapless 
Yank. Tragically, Jobson, Queenan 
and Co had stumbled upon a a ad hoc 
convention of 50 Milfwall supporters 
plotting their next act of ultra- 
violence. As Queenan was bustled 
from the bar, only the presence of 
television cameras came between him 
and instant evisceration. 

Things have gone completely screwy 
in the on-off saga of the Reed poets. 
Earlier this year; all the poets 
pub lishing new books under the 
Sinclair' Stevenson imprint received a 
tetter from the Reed Group bosses 
saying, plaintively, “We have no 
expertise in this area of publishing”, 
and saying they weren’t going to 
touch anymore confounded verse. • 
They also offered to pay toe poets 
their advances in falL As anyone who 
has ever dealt with poets could have 
predicted, a war of attrition broke 
out. ft’s lasted all year. Some poets 
! have taken the Reed Group to court 
Some have demanded to be 
published, whether the company likes 
it or not They have all handed 
together in a grumbling freemasonry 
- Anthony Tbwaite, Jon Sflkfa, Alan 
Brownjohn, Fiona Pitt-Kethley, 
Michael Glover; W illiam S cam m en, 
Martyu Cruceflx - and made the 
Reed Group’s life hell. At least that’s' 
what I gather from the news that the 
group's legal adviser has just written 
a letter to the aggrieved Parnassians 
offering £500 to each of the authors 
“by way of resolution ... in settlement 
Of the whole matter”. In other words, 


“Here's some cash, you mutinous 
dogs. Now will you shut the **** 
up?”. 

Anyone who couldn’t score a 
seat at the Vogue Christmas party 
last night could settle for a good 
second-best at the Avenue, the 
fantastically swish new bar *n’ 
restaurant in St James's that 
launched itself on a tidal wave of 
Dom Perigoou and A-list celebs. An 
ex-’Waiburg moneybags called 



But it’s better and better for him ... 

Christopher Bodker, two of his 
friends and 60 shareholders are 
collectively responsible for this 
desperately glam establishment, 
which hopes, the accompanying PR 
stuff tells me, “to bring the style and 
energy of New York to London”. 
Glancing at the pedigree of its 
contributing foodies, designers and 
so forth, it's a sure-fire success: I 
mean, the chefs from Mezzo, the 
photographic prints are by Norman 
Parkinson, the waitresses' uniforms 
are by Nicole Farhi, the paintings are 
by Estelle Thompson, the furniture’s 
by John Coleman, the development 
consultant's David Meilor, the video 
wall is by ... 

Hang on a tick. Can that be the 
David Meilor, MP, the toothy 
philanderer with the fashion sense of 
Quasimodo? Yup. that’ll be him. 
Seems an obvious choice to me. If you 
need a word of advice about how best 
to bring Manhattan high style to 
boring, tacky old London, he's just 
the man to give you one. 
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Danger: vacancy 
in the Kremlin 


R ussia’s parliamentary elections on 17 
December wffl Lake place in a dimale 
of acute political uncertainty. Intrigue, vio- 
lence and popular disillusion form the 
backdrop to a vote that wfll pose more 
questions than it will answer about Rus- 
sia's future. The elections seem certain to 
produce a deeply fragmented State Duma 
(lower house of parliament), with no 
parly co mmanding a majority. Commun- 
ists, nationalists and other forces of reac- 
tion will probably perform better than lib- 
eral Westemisers, but party allegiances are 
weak in Russia and many elected mem- 
bers, thirsty for government largesse, may 
drift into the camp of Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, the centrist prime minister, 
after they take their seats. 

More significant than the elections is 
the drama off-stage. President Boris Yelt- 
sin, having suffered his second heart 
attack of the year in late October, is still 
convalescing in a sanatorium outside 
Moscow. It seems increasingly unlikely 
that he will run again for office in next 
June's presidential election. That contest 
will be critically important for Russia 
because the constitution, introduced after 
Mr Yeltsin shelled an earlier rebellious 
parliament out of existence in 1993, gives 
far more power to the president^ than to 
the legislature. Rival politicians, including 
Alexander Lebed, reputed to be Russia's 
most popular general. Gennady Zyu- 
ganov, the Communist leader, and Grig- 
ory Yavlinsky, the liberal reformer, are 
already jostling for the presidential succes- 
sion. They view the parliamentary elec- 
tions as a way of es tablishing their cred- 
entials for the contest next year. 

However, their behaviour has aroused 
the hostility of Mr Yeltsin’s personal assis- 
tants - inducting Alexander Korzhakov, 
his powerful chief bodyguard - who stand 
to be swept from the Kremlin as soon as 


the president leaves office. Certain figures 
in the Yeltsin entourage have even hinted 
that they may seek to invalidate the 
parliamentary elections if the result goes 
against Mr Chernomyrdin and the pro- 
govemraen t camp. Moreover, if the prime 
minister’s party, known as Our Home Is 
Russia, crashes to defeat on 17 December, 
thus undermining the prospects of a 
Yeltsin or Chernomyrdin victory in June, 
it is conceivable that some of those dos- 
est to Mr Yeltsin will attempt to delay or 
cancel the presidential elections. 

Such machinations would be less worry- 
ing, were it not that violence seems to be 
tur ning into a permanent feature of post - 
Communist Russian politics. Only two 
days ago, three band grenades destroyed 
the office of an extreme nationalist MP at 
the parliament building in Moscow. Four 
MPs have been murdered since the last 
elections in 1993. Many Mft routinely 
carry guns. The atmosphere of insecurity 
has been enhanced by Russia's military 
crackdown in Chechnya, which was 
launched almost exactly one year ago and 
has predictably generated a backlash of 
terrorism and sabotage. In the latest inci- 
dent, a car bomb killed 11 people last 
Monday in Grozny, the Chechen capital. 

% cap Russia’s troubles, a majority of 
voters seem disinclined to give credit to 
their rulers for the fact that, at long last, 
the government’s economic reforms are 
bearing fruiL Inflation is falling, the rou- 
ble is stable and mass privatisation has 
gtyen milli ons a stake in the future. How- 
ever the memory of recent hardships is still 
vivid. Unless popular attitudes change 
before June, this could prove fatal to Mr 
Chernomyrdin. Hie remains on balance the 
West’s preferred successor to Mr Yeltsin, 
but the West would be wise to remember 
that orderly transfers of power are the 
exception, not the rule, in Russian history. 


Nation shall speak 
cheaply unto nation 


I t is becoming traditional at this time of 
year to praise the quality of the BBC’s 
renowned World Service and then to 
deplore the spending cats imposed on that 
venerable organisation by a parsimonious 
Foreign Office This year sees a glum new 
set of figures, according to which the 
planned Foreign Office grant of just over 
£169m mil be pared by about £5.4m. 

The Foreign Office in its own annual 
report says that World Service radio 
gains an audience of 130 million regular 
listeners and “enhances Britain’s stand- 
ing abroad and forms among listeners a 
better understanding of the UK". The 
National Audit Office, for its part, 
recently praised improvements in effi- 
ciency m a broadly favourable report on 
the World Service. 

So far, this is a familiar story of belea- 
guered broadcasters, philistine govern- 
ment, bloated Foreign Office mandarins 
spending millions on “smoked salmon and 
champagne” while symbol of national 
glory declines, and so on. 

This picture, however, is a amplific- 
ation of real and important develop- 
ments within the BBC. Yes, there are 
reductions on the way in the BBC’s 
global coverage. Several prestigious for- 
eign offices are due to dose next year, 
diminishing an already rather threadbare 
and cheaply funded network of worldwide 
radio contributors, many of whom are 
remunerated on terms that are far from 
generous. Yet these particular cuts have 
little to do with the Foreign Office. They 
result from the allocation of resources 


ANOTHER VIEW 


within the whole of the BBC where 
there is still a wasteful duplication of 
effort between the World Service, the cor- 
poration’s own national newsgathering 
service, and the burgeoning regional 
news operations. 

Simultaneously, staff - still recovering' 
from the necessary rigours of the drive for 
efficiency - report instances of junketing 
by managers and incongruously expensive 
behaviour on the part of ancillary and 
planning staff. Some of these stories may 
be unfair or apocryphal, but it would aid 
the BBCs case if they did not persistently 
combine to generate hostile newspaper 
headlines. 

Most important, however, the future of 
the World Service raises questions that go 
to the heart of the BBC’s structural dfl- 
emma. Can it continue to maintain an 
autonomous editorial staff and separate 
premises? If they should merge, as logic 
might dictate, what are the implications 
for funding? Merging the World Service 
with the BBC’s main news and current 
affairs department means mixing money 
from the licence fee with funds direct 
from the taxpayer. And since World Ser- 
vice TV accepts advertising abroad, this 
mix is further leavened by commercial rev- 
enue. There has been no substantial pub- 
lic discussion of the implications for pub- 
lic accountability of this mix. 

These are all matters to which the BBC 
must address itself if it wants to maintain 


ence. Blaming the Foreign Office 1 
longer do. 


Tony Benn 

Tax cuts we cannot afford 


T he vote in the House of Commons on 
Tbtsday night against the tax cuts pro- 
posed in the Budget marks an important 
development in the return to integrity in 

British politics. 

Throughout the Eighties the British 
people were persuaded that the scale of 
the public services was the cause of our 
economic decline and that cuts in income 
tax were desirable, leaving the tax burden 
to be imposed on the poor by higher indi- 
rect taxation. 

Things have moved on since then, 
however, and more and more people are 
coming to realise that the huge tax cuts 
made for the very richest widened the 
gap between the rich and poor, under- 
mined -the possibility of providing the 
health and education services that we 
need and, indeed, strangled local gov- 
ernment, which also provides essential 
services. 

No doubt next year, as a final gift to its 
wealthy supporters, the Government will 
make even more slashing cuts in personal 
taxation, hoping to leave the Treasury 
bare so that an incoming Labour gov- 
ernment will lack the resources to meet 
people’s needs. 

If Labour is goinj» to win the argument 
as well as the vote, it has to be quite clear 
about income tax and not pretend that it 
can be cut and that public services can be 
maintained and improved. 


In 1959 Hugh Gaitskell gave a pledge 
during the election campaign that a 
Labour government would not increase 
taxation, and that statement punctured 
die credibility of the Labour case like a 
pin in the balloon, for after that, no one 
really believed Lhat a Labour govern- 
ment could solve the problems it would 
inherit. 

As we are seeing now in France, the 
international financial community is 
absolutely determined to destroy the wel- 
fare state in order to bring about a single 
currency administered by a central bank 
that would be free from any democratic 
control, and the social cost of tins polity 
will be catastrophic. 

The Labour Party now must face the ■ 
harsh, reality. It must bring its thinking 
up to date and start thinking the 
un thinka ble again; namely, that people 
need to be put ahead of profit, and must 
be put above the demands of interna- 
tional capital. 

TTie MPs who voted against the tax cuts 
on Tuesday night were malting a stand for 
the public services against the bankers 
who would like to take over the world. 
And I suspect that there is enormous sup- 
port for that position among thinking peo- 
ple who do not want to see our social fab- 
ric destroyed. 

The write* is Labour MP for Chesterfield. . 



Weather brings Britain to its knees 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Labour crusade to raise standards in schools 


From Mr David Blunkett 
Sir. Your news reports and 
analysis on Wednesday (6 
December) suggest that the pro- 
posals in Labour's paper on 
education. Excellence for Every- 
one, are Tory ideas. Far from it 
Our proposals build on the 
research carried out tty those in 
the school improvement move- 
ment, described in your pages 
on Tuesday by Michael Barber 
(‘"Ibday’s lesson: excellence”), 
and on the experience of schools 
and Labour local authorities 
across the country. 

The major difference between 
Labour and the Tbries is not an 
argument about individual 
schemes. Having proposed our 
structural reforms in July, we 
have moved on to the central 
theme of raising standards in 
our schools. 

The leaked memo from 
Gillian Shephard's presentation 
to the Cabinet in September 
revealed that she concedes that 
structures are less important 
than standards. Yet the only leg- 
islative proposals we had this 
year - in an education system for 
7 million pupils - were plans to 
extend assisted places (adding 
around 3,000 extra pupils), com- 
pulsory opting out for church 
schools (opposed by the bish- 
ops), the paper promise of nurs- 
ery vouchers (rejected by several 
Tory councils) and a scheme to 
get the banks to take on student 
debt (already spurned by the 
Midland). 

1 used the language of a cru- 
sade on Wednesday because that 


is what we need when our pupils 
perform just half as well as those 
in Germany, Japan and France. 
We are talking about equipping 
our nation for the challenges of 
a new century and a global econ- 
omy. That is a task that this gov- 
ernment has ignored in an effort 
to seme petty party points on 
structures. 

Because we recognise the 
urgency of the proposals, we wiH 
announce asenes of pilot Labour 
authorities which win get our 
proposals under wot - in part- 
nership with schools, teachers, 
parents and governors - before 
the Government . finally calls a 
general election. The Tbries may 
be satisfied with 35lh place in-the 
world education league. Labour 
certainty is dol 
Yours faithfelty, 

David Blunkett 
MP for Sheffield (Lab) 

House of Commons 
London, SW1 • 

6 December 

The writer is shadow secretary of 
state for eduatdon and empbymenL 

From the Earl Russell 
Sin Is it a coincidence that 
Labour’s plans to “improve edu- 
cation” by bashing teachers are 
announced on the same day on 
which, by failing to vote against 
the Budget tax cuts, that party has 
abandoned the hope of improv- 
ing education by more conven- 
tional means? Uke the Conser- 
vatives, Labour will need many 
whipping boys to cany the blame 
for the consequences of its own 
failure to spend money. 


Neither Labour nor the Con- 
servatives seem to understand that 

catian for the same reason they 
cannot improve our cricket: they 
cannot do the job themselves. 
They can only spend money to 

prrwideth ftfac»Ktigs tn mghfe niir 

job themselves. They cannot force 
teachers to t«d» accor ding to 
any professional conscience but 
thefr own. lb believe otherwise is 

litre belie ving that rrarfimg can 

turn Devon Malcolm into a world- 
class spinner. 

If there is anything wrong with 
a profession's culture, the mem- 
bers of the profession will change 
it much faster if thty do not have 
to spend all their tim e asserting 
against the state their right to 
have a pro femoual judgement of 
their own. 

More generally, do these pro- 
posals mark the point at which 
Labour has been made redun- 
dant? For those who do not 
believe in the present policies, the 
Liberal Democrats offer the only 
alternative. For those who do 
believe in present policies, are the 
Conservatives, with a commit- 
ment tempered by experience, 
preferable to a Labour Party that 
would follow them with all the 
unwary zeal of a convert? 

Yours sineerety, 

Russell 
House of Lords 
London, SW1 
6 December 

The writer is Liberal Democrat 
social security spokesman in the 
House of Lords. 


Recipe for US 
military disaster 

From Mr Norman Moss 
Sir: President Clinton’s instruc- 
tions to American troops going to 
Bosnia are scarcely credible. He 
told them: “If you think you are 
about to be attacked, you may 
respond with massive fire- 
power” 

Ths is a recipe for disaster, the 
kind of disaster that occurred in 
Vietnam, as when some American 
officers in Saigon panicked when 
a car backfired and started shoot- 
ing wildly, killing five Vietnamese 
(and none was court martialled), 
and in Somalia when American 
helicopter gunships killed dozens 
of Somalis pointlessly. 

It makes one appreciate the 
behaviour of the British Army in 
Northern Ireland. 

Yours sincerely 
Norman Moss 
London, W12 


Nick’s not for kids 

From Mr Nicolas Walter 

Sir John Rawlins makes three 

mistakes in his defence of Hither 


Christmas (Letters, 6 Decem- 
ber). He says that “pretending” is 
one of the joys of childhood: but 
in this case it is parents who have 
the joy of pretending and children 
who have the pain of finding out 
the truth. He says that no child 
ever suffered from the experi- 
ence; but for many It is a conad- 
erable shock to leara that parents 
tell deliberate lies. And he says 
that If there is no God or heaven, 
it isn’t wrong to tell lies; but it is 
wrong for humap, not superhu- 
man, reasons. 

Yours faithfully, 

Nicolas Waiter 
Rationalist Press Association 
London, Nl 


Too much defence, 
too little industry 

From Mr Frank APaun 
Sin Congratulations to the Inde- 
pendent on printing at consider- 
able length Britain’s chief scien- 
tist’s “savage attack on UK arms 
industry” (report, 1 December). 
This important news received no 
coverage at aO in nearly all the 
other newspapers. 

The President of the Royal 
Society, Sir Michael Atiyah, con- 
demned our huge expenditure on 
nuclear and conventional weap- 
ons on economic grounds and for 
the waste of resources involved, 
not to mention the moral objec- 
tion, which is still more serious. 

The House of Commons 
Research Section (5 April 1995) 
informed Labour MP Harry 
Cohen that if our arms spending 
were reduced as a pr opo r tion of 
GNP to the average of the other 
European Nalo nations, it would 
save no less than £7-6bn a year. 
That would provide a tremen- 
dous boost to education, bousing, 
the NHS and social security. 

Further, the British govern- 
ment devotes no less than 42 per 
cent of its research to “defence” 
(compared with 5 per cent in 
Japan). It is unsurprising that 
Japan has been able to conquer 
the world market in electronics, 


television, radio, motor cydcs, 
motor cars, and even heavy engi- 
neering (such as shipbuilding' 

Despile the ending oftbeCc 
War, the Ministry of Defence is 
this year spending £23bn, money 
that is needed for pressing civil 
causes. 

For six consecutive years 
Labour’s annual conference del- 
egates have carried a resolution 
stating that Britain’s share of tire 
gross national product going to 
foe military should be reduced to 
the average proportion of the 
other European Nato govern- 
ments and that there should be 
co n version of those armament 
facto ries conc erned to non-mfli- 
taiy production. 

Each year the Labour leader- 
ship has either ignored that deci- 
sion or has pubudy and brutally 
rebutted it. Yet the annual dele- 
gate conference is our party’s 
supreme policy-making body. 
This year the executive dodged 
debating the issue at all (because 
they knew that it would again be 
carried). 

This kind of treatment,- if con- 
tinued, will destroy the party’s 
democracy. .. 

Yours sincerely; 

Frank Aljlaun 
President 

Labour Action fin Peace 
Manchester 
1 December 


Talking: about MS 


From Mr Peter Cerdy 
Sir: Jo Brand does not have it 
quite right in saying Stuart Henry 
did not tell people he had multi- 
pie sclerosis (Diary, 2 Decem- 
ber). In 1982, when his speech 
had become noticeably affected, 
Stuart (fid indeed make his illness 
known to Radio Inxemboorglis-* 
tenets, and foe station launched 
an appeal for- foe work of 


the Multiple Sderoas Society. 

With his colleague Tbny Prince 
and friends from the music busi- 
ness, Stuart was instrumental in 
organising conceits in London to 


ofhis admirers to stage events to 
foe benefit of the society. . 

Yours faithfully, 

Peter Cardy 
Chief Executive 
Multiple Sclerosis Society 
London, SW6 


Sheep, cattle and CJD 


From Mr Les Galloway , 

Sin Ws are told that BSE is a 
form of scrapie that entered foe 
cattle Donuution through feed 


offaL If this is the case, then obvi- 
ously the disease can cross 
between species and, therefore, 
potentially infect humans. The 
difficulty with this hypothesis is 
that there is no need to postulate 
cattle as an intermediate step. 


the sheep population tor gener- 
ations, ana if it were going to 
cross species with any ease, then 
we should have heard much more 
about mad sheep disease in the 
past, and the incidence of 
kreutzfelt-Jacob disease would 
be much greater. 

The question that this gener- 
ates can be phrased in two ways. 
If it is safe to eat sheep, then why 
should it not be safe to eat cat- 
tle? Alternatively, if it there is a 
ride involved in eating cattle, why 
is foe risk not even greater in eat- 
ing sheep? 

Yours faithfully, 

Les Gallo way 
Leicester 
5 December 

From DrH. C Grant, FRCP 
Sin “We need an independent 
assessment of foe dangers posed 
to humans by BSE in cattle” 
Heading article, 6 December). 
Quite. And foe soothing official 
voices heard on the subject today 
are, directly or indirectly, 
employed by the Government or 
the meat industry. 

Being retired, I am indepen- 
dent. and as a neuropathologist 
I spent about 30 years in Lon- 
don's hospitals teaching about 
foe pathologyof brain diseases, 
including CJD. I deal in facts. 
Facts are what tire public are not 
getting and facts are what they 
need to help them decide 
whether to eat beef or npL Here 
are some facts: 

L BSE. CJD and scrapie (foe 
disease in sheep that infected cat- 
tie between 1981 and 1988) are 
all caused by the r same sinister 


and almost indestructible agent. 
Experiments carried out on 
scrapie since the last war reveal 
that it is easy to transmit to many 

mammals , including primates. 

2. The oft-repeated official 
statement that BSE cannot cause 
CJD is incorrect. Correct i&Ttis 
not known whether BSE can cause 
CJD " And we will not know 
until about 2005 AD: if foe num- 
ber of CJD cases in foe UK then 
suddenly jumps by, sty, a factor 
of 10, we shall know. 

3. It is the brain that is infec- 
tive-even in (outwardly healthy) 
animals that are incubating foe 
disease. Adult cattle brains were 
banned from our “meat prod- 
ucts” (meat pies, p&tds, stock 
cubes and . turned items) in 
November 1989 InrtcaA^' brains 
were and still are exempt although 
calves may be bom incubating 
BSE. 

4. Unlike cattle brains, sheeps’ 
brains were never removed from 
the skull in the abattoirs to be 
added to our foods. That is why 
we have not had much bother 
with scrapie-infected meat over 
the centuries. 

Yours faithfully, 

H.G Grant 
L ondon, NW3 
6 December 

From Mr Brian P. James 
Sr I cannot see.much sense in 
foe removal of beef from school 
dinner menus (“Barents win a 
sdiools ban on beef in 'mad cow 1 
alert”, 6 December) while con- 
tinuing to provide custard, cheese 
and ice-cream, all made from that 
intimate bovine body fluid, milk 
We know little about foe myste- 
rious BSE agent apparently, 
except that it is not destroyed by 
any pasteurisation process, no 
matter bow aggressive. Is 
Stephen Dorrell, foe Health Sec- 
retary, quite happy about this, 
too? 

Yours faithfully, 

Brian P. James 
Maidenhead, 

Berkshire . t 

6 December > 


Queen Mother’s 
example for all 

From Dr Kyvehe Papas, MD 
Sin I believe that if foe Queen 
Mother — to whom I sincerely 
wish a speedy recovery and many 
happy, mobile and pain-free 
years -is, very rightly at 95 years 
of age, entitled to a hip operation, 
then no health authority in this 
country has foe right to refuse 
life-saving or pain-freeing treat- 
ment to anyone on the grounds 
Of age, while Still maintaining that 
it serves a National Health 

Service. 

Yours faithfully, ■ 

Kyvelte Papas 
London, W2 
6 December 


Ifeiii i g aA tfweleDBMldteB ' 
from readers. ^ttersshosM be. 
addressed to Letters to the Edhoi; 
Tbe Independent, One Canada . 
Square, Canary Wbar^ London 
E145DL am) tedode a daytime 

telephone number. Letters maybe 
faxed to 0171-2932054, or sail by 
e-mail to fetterst^ndependeu L 
cojik. Letters may be edited for 
length and darityVffe regret that 
we are unable to admowfeidge 
unpublished letters. Badsisaues of 
the btdependoa are available from 
Historic Newspapers, free phone 
0800906609. 


Vive la France, 
vive la revolution 

From Mr Ian FEntoff 
Sin Thank God for Prance! They 
are a people who believe that the 
first priority of government must 
be foe well-being of foe popula- 
tion, and that it is around this aim 
that national politics and eco- 
nomics must somehow be shaped 
and honed. 

How different from foe timo- 
rous and docile British. For 10 
years, economic theorists have 
declared war on their immediate 
interests, reduced thousands to 
par^ysed squalor, and taken pos- 
session of the only political 
instrument that might have 
defended them -but didn’t - foe 
Labour Party. 

The greatest failure in Britain 
today is not foe social and eco- 
nomic divide, or class, or the 
greed of the boardroom -it is the 
docility, subservience, and sub- 
mission of the British people 
themselves. 

Youre sincerely , 

IanFuntoff 
L oudon, SW6 

Fran Mr Lionel M. Redit 
Sir: Wm 1995 make 1789 look 
like 1968? 

Yours sineerety, 

Lionel Redit 
London, N2 . . 
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Rebels come from every direction 

Labour’s left could cause trouble for a Blair government - but he might gain unexpected support 


|—| owever disdainful .the -cotmtxy 
I I may feel about politicians, surely 
no one can feel anything but slack- 
jawed admiration for the aclrieve- 
mcms of Tony Blair’s spin doctors. . 

On Tuesday night, on the Budget 
vote, there was a Labour rebellion 
when some left-wing MPs voted 
against the Chanceflort taxcuts, rather 

than abstaining as they had been told 

to. Yesterday moming. this was hailed 
on televison'and radio as a personal 

triumph for the Labour leader. 

.. It was a small rebellion, admittedly 
and income tax is a particularly sensi- 
tive issue for the left - but a revolt is 
a revolt is a revolt Ten disobedient 
MP5 is surety a mild embarrassment? 
There were, after afl, fewer whipless 
Tbry rebels. Yet the general rooodwas. 
In Private Eye speak, large ones afl 
round. Senior Shadow CaWnet people 

were talking of this as a turning point 
in Labour history. Well, as I say, there 
is no arguing with success. Hats off to 
.Clan Campbell. 

But are the implications that the 
hard left is now in effect dead - that 
. the internal socialist challenge which 
has been a fact of life for all Labour 
leaders since the Fifties finally gone 
for ever 1 ? Persuading the public of this 
is extreme^ important for Blair as he 
sells Britain “new Labour”, it may 
have been long ago, but memories of 
the Bennite uprising and union mili-. 
tancy are still fresh in the minds of ' 
. many voters. 

And the truth is that he a com- 

pelling story to tell. It isn’t onty that 
the Campaign Group, formed m 1982,- 
has never looked weaker. The hard left 
has always been weak in Parliament, 
ft is more that the political and trade- 


umon culture that allowed Labour 
leftism to fiooiish has largely disap- 
peared. The proliferation of leftist 
groups inside the Labour Party, the 
moral force of CND during the Cold 
War, the powerful union shop Sew- 
ards’ committee and the culture of 
industrial confrontation that gave all 
left-wing MPs their weekly cause and 
rally point -it has mostly gone. 

The changes to the Labour Party 
pushed through by NeO Hnnocfc, John 
Smith and Tbny Blair amount to a 
counter-revolution, which stripped 
away all the power centres built up by 
the left, virtually dismantling the annual 
conference as a serious policy-making 
event. The National Executive Com- 
mittee, where once the hardleftwere 
the biggest group, bas dwindled in sig- 
nificance. Real policy is decided by the 
leadership, in private; at times it seems 
that Labour polity on ary given subject 
is simply what Tbny BHur says it is. 

■ All of this puts left-wing Labour 
MPs in a different position from the 
Bevanites, .Tribunftes and Campaign 
Groupers of earlier years. Some of 
them can stilL pack meetings. But by 
comparison with previous generations 
of leftists they are- isolated fi gnrre 
Many are getting on in years. The 10 
rebels this week have an average age 
of 57, two are in their seventies, and 
the two youngest are in their raid- 
forties. It was hardly a teenage revolL 

Benn himself, now 70, remains the 
ablest and most interesting left-winger, 
and has a status and following inde- 
pendent of the fortunes of the kft gen- 
eraity. In the Commons, his interven- 
tions an everything from procedure to 
the Bosnian conflict still draw MPs 
into the chamber- not sometbingyou 
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The average age of the 
rebels was 57. It was 
hardly a teenage revolt 

can say about any other member. 
Nice though it must be to have 
achieved guru status, however, it is a 
comedown from the days when he was 
poised to take over the Labour Party. 
If you want to change the world, the 
last thing you need from the British 
parliament is its affection. 

One could reasonably conclude 
from all this that the Labour left 
realty is dead. Some senior Labour 
people certainly think that One senior 
Shadow Cabinet member reckons that 
all but nine or ten of the current Cam- 
paign Group are “biddable" - keen for 
government office. 

But it would be foolish for Labour 
modernisers to relax entirety. Pre- 
election politics is an unreliable guide 
to life in office. A leftist MP who 
attacks the leadership now would be 
accused of damaging the party’s 
chances of ending 18 years of Tbiy rule. 
Under a Labour government with a 
decent majority, that pressure comes 


off a bit. Rebellion would become 
glamorous again. As the Tory Maas- 
tricht rebels discovered, media enthu- 
siasm for vivid quotes from dissident 
MPs on (he Westminster lawn is insa- 
tiable. The airtime and coverage gives 
any consistent, eloquent rebel a greater 
status in the country and better access 
to voters than the average minister of 
slate - and without the paperwork. 

So 1 think that if a Blair Cabinet is 
locked in confrontation with nurses, 

teachers or local government staff, it 
is reasonable to assume that the par- 
liamentary left will rediscover its 
instincts. However discouraging Blair 
and Gordon Brown are now .'the re will 
be a time of inflated expectations and 
then of expectation dashed. There will 
be arguments about Europe and 
Scotland. 

This is why Blair's compelling story 
is also an unfinished story. So far 
ahead, the size and danger of such 
rebellions are impossible to predict But 
that they will happen is predictable. 

And,’ in a way, they need to. The 
Commons is already greyly unrepre- 
sentative of the variety of British 
opinions - for instance, there is not a 
single well-known environmentalist 
MP. which is prerty bizarre. That is 
part of Parliament's problem. The less 
dissidence and conversation it con- 
tains, the less the Commons as an 
institution matters. Voting reform 
would mean a wider variety oF opin- 
ions daring to express themselves. 
Until then, however, I suspect that we 
wfll see more, not less, fracturing of 
party discipline as MPs respond to the 
market for alternative voices. 

So there is a question about the 
extent to which Blair could achieve all 


his centralist, pro -European and 
reformist ambitions for office on the 
basis of iron discipline. He clearly 
wants to. He is trying to forge a hard- 
edged parliamentary force to sustain 
him for 10 years or more. Bui even the 
Tories have found this discipline 
increasingly difficult So what if it isn’t 
possible? 

I was very struck recently by hear- 
ing a mainstream centralist Tory MP 
speculate about wh3l would happen if 

his party lost Lhe 1997 election and 
chose, in his words, a “Portillo- type 
leader". He would not leave the Con- 
servatives, he said. He had been in the 
party’ too long to do that. But be and 
his friends might act as a '‘disloyal 
opposition". If Blair proposed some- 
thing on Europe or economic policy 
that they thought good for the coun- 
try, they would be likelier to back him 
against his own left wing than to fol- 
low the Tory nationalistleader in the 
lobby against him. 

An outlandish thought I know. Yet 
if small groups of leftists can vote 
against the party line, so can others. 
Is it impossible to imagine Blair rid- 
ing different voting coalitions in the 
Commons on different issues, coun- 
tering leftist rebellions on, say. con- 
stitutional votes by using Liberal 
Democrat support and turning at 
other times to pro- European Tories? 

That is a kind of politics we can 
scarcely' imagine today. It would return 
the Commons to the time before it was 
dominated by rigidly predictable two- 
party whipping. It would create a 
more fluid and more interesting par- 
liamentary politics. And it would be, 
to use Blair's phrase of the moment, 
impeccably One Nation. 


In an ever more complex world, literate adults are crucial to economic performance and social cohesion 

An overdose of illiteracy 


C an you read the label on an aspirin 
bottle, and understand that you 
should not take the medicine for 
longer than a week? Good, you are at 
the minimum level of adult literacy. 
Now try the weather report published 
in this paper and work out the differ- 
ence in the temperature yesterday 
between Tbiyo and HongKdng. If you 
can manager that,-ybu arerai least at 
grade two - but sadly between 10 and 
20 per cent of the population ofatyp- 
. ical developed country could cot. Now 
think of a Which? report, say the 
double-page spread this month rank- 
ing different camcorders. Onty 10 to 
20 per cent of the people in .a typical 
developed country would understand 
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it well enough to answer correctly com- 
. plicated questions on it. . 

In our daily lives we face a string ;of 
ever more complicated reading, writing 
and arithmetical tasks. Labels on food 
carry more information; consumer 
goods have mcreasingty complicated 
manuals; and asfor,a credit-card appli- 
cation form, you need a degree in eco- 
nomics and consumer law and you 
-.would still miss something. 

Part of the problem is that many 
instructions, are “written" by people 
who cannot write. But even allowing 
for this, the fact remains that in the 
workplace the demands for literacy are 
rising, S3 that many people find them- 
selves excluded from" the middle and 
upper levels of their .organisations. 

The problem iswidety recognised: 
witness, for example. tim week’s state- 
ment on education from the Labour 
Party, Excellence Adult literacy 
is crucial not only to economic: per- 
formance, buL also to social cohesion; 
for Lhe more complicated. society- 
becomes, the greater the proportion 
of people who wfli be margmalisetL--. 

Yet until today there was no study 
comparing adult literacy m diff eren t 
developed na lions. There were figures 
on academic credentials: numbers of 
people getting diplomas or -degrees. 
And there were crude measures of per- 
formance of schoolchildren: how they 
performed in standard maths tests, for 
example. But there was nothing on 
how well adults could read the UnngS 
they needed to in thefr daily lives. 



The painful truth: one in five American adults can just about read an aspirin label and not much more 


. Now there i?. A new study, Literate 
Economy and Society, was yesterday 
published by the OECD in Paris. It 
looks at . seven countries - the US, 
Canada, Germany, the Netherlands, 
.Sweden, Switzerland and Poland - 
ranking adult literacy on a common 
basis. No. Britain did not take part 
though we wm in the future, and a 
pilot study is showing interesting 
results. And France was not included 
either. More about that in a moment 
First how did the study work? 

The idea was not to set an exam, but 
-to look at the extent to which people 
could correctly interpret the various 
documents they meet from day to day. 
Tbe organisers took a sample of 2,000 
to 3,000 people in. each country and 
questioned them about the same sort 
of doemnent in their own language, 
and taken from their own culture. 

The questions were graded by dif- 
ficulty, aue to five: the one on the 


aspirin label ranked as one, the one on 
a newspaper weather map as two, and 
a complicated question on the con- 
sumer report would be four or five. 

The study looked at three sorts of 
literacy. One was prose: just woods, like 
the aspirin labeL A second was docu- 
ment literacy, where there were words 
and figures - an airline timetable or a 
Which? report. The third was quanti- 
tative literacy, where in addition to 
reading, the reader had to make a 
simple calculation, such as working out 
the difference in temperature in two 
cities on the weather map. 

So who did best? 

The clear overall winner was Swe- 
den, with both the largest proportion 
of people in the top grades and the 
smallest in the lowest But even in 
Sweden about a third of the popula- 
tion would not be able to fill out a 
simple stationery requisition form. 
Aside from poor Poland, which came 


bottom on just about every measure, 
the worst results at the lower end of 
the scale came from the US. About 
20 per cent of its adult population 
could just about manage an aspirin 
bottle label but not much more. 

However at the top end Americans 
(and Canadians) did very well, almost 
as well as the Swedes, and better than 
the Germans. Swiss or Dutch. 

How might we fare? Well, there are 
onty pilot studies so far and the results 
are not out yet. Common sense sug- 
gests that we will be somewhere 
between North America and Sweden: 
in the middle of the European pack. 

But one point which has emerged 
is that Britons seem to take a lot of 
care in answering Lhe questions, tak- 
ing more time than any other nation- 
ality. Since a lot of the questions 
need a bit of care, we may come out 
rather better than we might expect. 

This is in contrast to the French, 


who did take part in the main study 
until quite a late stage. But it seems 
that the French dashed off the answers 
with Gallic flair and self-confidence - 
only to get them wrong. 

Cynics believe that the reason the 
French withdrew from the sturty was 
because they seemed to be doing so 
badly. (Before anyone crows at French 
discomfort, they should be aware that 
our own resistance to joining may have 
been because we were worried that 
Britain would not show up too well.) 

But this really ought not lo be 
3bout national league tables, fasci- 
nating though they may be. There are 
much bigger issues here. 

First, we put a great deal of energy 

We have a string of 
qualifications not 
relevant to future life. 
This must be nuts 


into consumer labelling on food pro- 
ducts, supposedly to enable consumers 
to know how much fat/fibre/chemicals 
they contain. But if two-lhirds of the 
population cannot understand these, 
what is the point? (Working out the 
percentage of calories in a Big Mac 
hamburger that came from fat was one 
of the most difficult tasks on the 
whole scale.) 

Second, there are dearly things that 
can be done to improve adult literacy. 
If people read a lot, or write letters, 
they become belter at it. By contrast, 
those who watch the most television in 
every single country are the worst 
readers. So anything that encourages 
people to read more wfll help them to 
read better. If you have reached this 
point in this article, take a bow. 

Third, and most important, is the 
question of whether there should be a 
new qualification for adult literacy. It 
is not the same as educational achieve- 
ment. Obviously there is a relationship 
between the two, but there were plenty 
of people with limited educational 
achievements who did very well in the 
tests and a few people with wonderful 
degrees who did very badly. 

Most employers need people wbo 
can read and write well, and can add 
up. They are less interested in whether 
10 years" earlier they achieved three A’s 
at A-level and an Upper Second in 
Classical Civilisation. So we have a 
string of qualifications that are not rel- 
evant to ftiture life and not one single 
one that is. This must be nuts. 
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TGVs, baguettes 
and class war 


A l this very moment the 
French nation is tearing 
itself apart over the question of 
social welfare. Canada, which 
has perhaps the worst deficit 
and debt problems of all the top 
nations, is seriously worried 
over the level of spending on 
welfare and is thinking of dras- 
tic steps to reduce iL ft will come 
as no surprise to anyone to 
learn that our own government 
is running scared aboul the 
amount it spends on the welfare 
state, and that the US adminis- 
tration is in the same mood. 

All through the Western 
world, regimes are taking a 
good hard look at (be huge 
amount of money they arc pay- 
ing on people who need it. but 
who don’t seem to deserve iL 
The poor and the needy, in 
other words. 

"Yes. I’m afraid so," sighs 
Professor Jean-Paul Suture, vis- 
iting French history expert at 
the University of Wessex. "The 
unspoken agreement that pros- 
perous governments should 
look after their poorer con- 
stituents is beginning to break 
down. The more people clam- 
our for attention, the less likely 
they are to gel iL That is what 
Lhe struggle in France is all 
about at the moment." 

But surely (his has always 
gone on: students have always 
fought for more grants, the 
unemployed have fought for 
more benefits, the homeless 
have always demanded a roof? 

“It’s true. What is different 
is that governments are begin- 
ning to turn round and put two 
fingers up at them. And gov- 
ernments are beginning to pul 
into practice their own secret 
solutions.'* 

Could Professor Suture per- 
haps elaborate on that? 

“Certainly,’’ says Professor 
Suture, sliding back in his chair, 
propping two fingers under his 
chin and looking every' inch a 
professor about to deliver a 
world-shaking message. “Think 
of my native'France again for 
a moment. Here we have one 
of the most civilised nations in 
the world. Yet from time to 
time it is thrown into the utmost 
paroxysm of change. Two hun- 
dred years ago. we had the 
French Revolution. Then we 
had an empire. Then we had 
the kings back. Then we threw 
the kings out and became a 
republic. Then ... but you get 
my poinL France is capable' of 
violent change, non?” 

Oui. 

“Now, leD me what happened 
in the French Revolution.” 
They cut the kings head off? 
“Yes, but (hat by itself is not 
revolutionary. After all, you 
English cut your king’s head off 
in 1648, but 12 years later 
everything was back to normal. 
You never realty had a revolu- 
tion. What happened in the 
French Revolution of true sig- 
nificance was that they also cut 
the aristocrats' heads off. It was 


an attempt to get rid of an 
entire class of person. The aris- 
tos had loo much money, too 
much power. Ergo, gel rid of 
the arisios. keep the power and 
the money .* r 

1 don'l’see what that has lo 
do with today. 

"Today the problem is not 
the aristocrats. It is the poor." 

Yes, bul you can't gel rid of 
the poor the way you could the 
aristocrats! 

“You think not?" says Pro- 
fessor Suture, raising his eye- 
brows. “You must not get me 
wrong, my friend. 1 am not in 
favour of eliminating the poor. 
It has many overtones Much I 
do not like. But you must admit 
that it is an idea which must 
appeal lo many people in power. 

"Pensez-y. mon ami. You are 
running a country'. Every day 
you are spending billions of 
pounds on people wbo do no 
work and pay no taxes. To begin 
with, you feel sorry for them. To 
end up. you feel mad with them. 
If only they were not there! 



MILES KINGTON 


“Then you get the secret 
thought: maybe ... maybe get 
rid of them." 

But how would that be pos- 
sible? Surely there would be an 
outcry if it started lo happen? 

“ft has started already, mon 
ami. The amount of deaths on 
the roads goes up. The amount 
of new diseases goes up. The 
amount of bombs being ex- 
ploded in Paris goes up. Pollu- 
tion. mad cow disease. Aids ... 
all these things are pari of a 
conspiracy to cut down the 
population. 

“Of couise. it is really war 
that reduces population besL 
but wars are very expensive 
They are not cost-effective. 
Accidents and disease are so 
much better in the long run." 

The professor really thinks 
this is happening in France? 

“If it happens at a!L it must 
happen in France. I bvec-iwts, 
mon ami. the French are much 
better at gening things done. 
Dial is why wc have a TGV and 
you do not. That is why we have 
a nuclear programme. Think of 
the difference in our national 
anthems. “The Marseillaise" is 
aggressive and revolutionary 
and calls for change. “God 
Save the Queen" demands for 
everything to stay the way it is. 

“Yes. 1 think France will be 
there first But I must not say 
any more. Wait till you see my 
deeply troubling series on 
Channel A. Adieu, ~Les Pamrcs.'" 

I can't w'ait. 
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Lord Matthews 


Lord Matthews, who died at his 
retirement home on Jersey on 
his 76th birthday, was the veiy 
epitome of the Thatcherite ty- 
coon who rose to fame, fortune 
and a peerage from humble 

be ginning s. 

His most public role, and the 
one in which he made the bulk 
of his fortune, was as a some- 
what unusual press lord, as 
chairman of Fleet Holdings, 
owners of the Express Group of 
newspapers from 1977 to 1985. 
But before he became involved 
with Fleet Holdings he had al- 
ready made a name for himself 
as Sir Nigel Broackes’s partner 
in building up Trafalgar House 
from a relatively modest 
buildei5 into an industrial group 
controlling Cunard and the 
Ritz Hotel, among other famous 
names. 

Victor Matthews was bom in 
1919 in what was then the hum- 
ble London borough of Isling- 
ton. Although he enjoyed all the 
trappings of being a tycoon, the 
Rolls Royces and the race- 
horses (his only son became a 
trainer), he remained a kindly 
and unpretentious figure - 
throughout his life he never lost 
his cockney accent and some of 
his boyhood habits (his nick- 
name "Whelks” came from his 
fondness for them). Indeed 
throughout his life he retained 
the blunt, straightforward atti- 
tude of a builder. Editors, be 
once said, were like site man- 
agers. “If they give you trouble, 
get rid of them.” 

He never knew his father - 
“That’s a blank part," he once 
told an interviewer, adding that 
his boyhood ambitions had 
been to play for Arsenal, the lo- 
cal team, and to be a reporter 


on the tkufy Express, He start- 
ed less glamorously, after an el- 
ementary education he began 
work as office bey in a tobacco 
company, attending night 
school to improve himself. Dur- 
ing the Second World War he 
served for six years in the Navy, 
numbering the evacuation at 
Dunkirk and a spell in Com- 
bined Operations among bis ex- 
periences, although he never 
rose above the rank of able sea- 
man. Nor did he show any 
great leadership qualities in his 
first post-war job, the 10 years 
he spent with Trollope & Colls, 
although he rose to become a 
contracts manager. He did, 
however, rise quickly to become 
a director of his next employ- 
er, Clark and Fenn, whom he 
left supposedly after a' row 
when he was ordered to return 
prematurely from a family 
holiday. 

In 1960 he went independent 
by buying Up a small building 
business, within four years 
turnover had risen eight times 
to over £2m and he attracted the 
notice of another up-and- 
coming businessman, Nigel 
Broackes of Trafalgar House, 
who bought a minority interest 
in Matthews’ firm. For the next 
IS years they worked together 
to build up a highly successful 
conglomerate. Their roles were 
strictly divided: Broackes, the 
smooth former Guards officer, 
was the strategist, while the 
blunt Victor Matthews ran the 
businesses. These, which in- 
cluded not only a number of 
building companies but also 
the Ritz Hotel and Cunard, all 
benefited greatly from 
Matthews' no-nonsense, hands- 
on management style - though 


he always said that “as you get 
confidence in people, you grad- 
ually relax control". Neverthe- 
less theirs was purely a business 
partnership, the social gulf be- 
tween them being so great that, 
according to one friend, they 
never visited each other’s 
homes. . 

Matthews might have re- 
mained a relatively anonymous 
businessman bad Trafalgar not 
bought control of Fleet Hold- 
ings in 1977 after a 13-year de- 
cline. following the first Lord 
Beaverbrook’s death in 1964. 
Matthews became increasingly 
involved in the newspapers, es- 
pecially after they bad been 
floated as a separate public 


company. 

Althou 


Ithougb his first pro- 
nouncements were typical of a 
press lord ("All that Beaver- 
brook has stood for in the past 
will be continued Let us not un- 
dersell the company or the Dai- 
ly Express Our arm is for a 

famil y newspaper to appeal to 
all classes and all members of 
the family"), he was never at 
ease with journalists and never 
got the hang of newspaper jar- 
gon - he always referred to the 
lead story, commonly known as 
the “splash”, as the “leader”. 
Not surprisingly he was unpre- 
pared for the labour chaos 
which prevailed in Fleet Street 
at the time. According to Derek 
Jameson, another cockney char- 
acter who Matthews appointed 
editor of the Daily Express, he 
tried to treat Fleet Street “by the 
roles of the builder’s yard - a 
fair day’s wage for a a fair 
day’s work . . . but he never quite 

got the hang of Fleet Street”. 
But Matthews did manage to 
dent union power and put a stop 


■ which 

had been prevalent before bis 
arrival. As Brian Hitchen, a for- 
mer editor of the Daily Star, put 
it, “When the union delegations 
knocked at his door with ridicu- 
lous wage demands they did so 
at their peril.” 

Matthews avoided con- 
frontation by declaring that 
“Fleet Street was not over- 
manned but underemployed", 
and in 1978 used some of the 
group's excess printing capaci- 
ty in Manchester to create the 
Daily Star, the first national 
tabloid newspaper to be start- 
ed from scratch since 1914. 
The Star was attacked as taking 
the tabloid market downmarket 
but has prospered modestly. 

Matthews was a natural 
Thatcfaerite and claimed to be 
the biggest individual donor to 
the Conservative Party after 
he bad realised that you could 
give money in the nam e of a 
company rather than as an in- 
dividual. In 1980 he got his re- 
ward in the form of a peerage, 
even though the previous year 
Trafalgar House bad knocked 
down the famous Firestone 
Budding in west London over 
a weekend to prevent the en- 
forcement of a preservation 
order due to take effect on the 
following Monday. 

In the early 1980s he was on 
the losing side in two major 
takeover bids, first when Robert 
Holmes a Court took over Sir 
Lew Grade's Associated Com- 
munciadons Corporation, in 
which Trafalgar House had a 
major stake, and then in 1985, 
when Fleet Holdings group 
succumbed to a hostile bid by 
Lord Stevens of Ludgate. But 
by then the value of the group 


hadmul^lkdalnmdredfoldto 
over £300tn. Much of. this wp 
due to the group's holding in 
Reuter’s. Indeed Matthews is 
credited with befog the first 
newspaper proprietor to 
understand the wdue of the 
enormous treasure trove rep- 
resented by the shares held in 
the company by most of the na- 
tional newspaper groups. He left 
the group with the consolation 
that his shareholdings were 
worth around £8m. 

Following the bid Matthews 
faded from the picture and re- 
tired as deputy chairman of 
Trafalgar House in 1985, since 
when the group has lost its way 
and suffered a series of ap- 
palling problems. He also grew 
disillusioned with Mrs Thatch- 
er because of the 
of unemployment 
sis ted dining the mid- 15 
His last years were lonely, a state 
of mind accentuated by the 
death in October of Joyce, his 
wife of 50 years. 

Nicholas Faith 

Victor Collin Matthews, busi- 
nessman: bom London 5 De- 
cember 1919; group managing 
director, Trafalgar House pic 
1963-77, deputy chairman 1973- 
85, group chief executive 1977- 
83; chairman, Cunard Steam- 
Ship Company 1971-83 ; chair- 
man, Ritz Hotel (London) 
1976-83; chairman. Express 
Newspapers pic 1977-85, chef ex- 
ecutive 1977-82; chairman. Fleet ' 
Publishing International Holdings 
Ltd 1978-82, Fleet Holdings 
1982-85; created 1980 Baron 
Matthews ; married 1942 Joyce 
Pilbeam (died 1995; one son); 
died St Brelades, Jersey 5 
December 1995. 



The attitude of a builder: Matthews on the launch of the Defy Star in 1978 
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General Dmitri Volkogonov 




Perestroika and its intellectual 
twin, glasnost, represented a rel- 
atively short-lived moment 
when the idea of deep reform 
of the system seemed inextri- 
cably bound up with an urgent 
need to dispel the lies and 
myths of Soviet everyday life 
and history, a recognition of the 
belief that it was impossible to 
move forward before shedding 
the burdens of the past Para- 
doxically, it was a three star gen- 
eral, a former head of the 
army’s Political Administration 
and latterly Director of the In- 
stitute of Military History, who 
mounted the first full-scale, 
folly documented Soviet histo- 
riographical assault on the 
Stalinist system. 

Dmitri Volkogonov started to 
write his book Stalin: triumph 
and tragedy in 1978, and it was 
almost complete by 1985 when 
Gorbachev came to power. By 
the time it was published in the 
Soviet Union in 1990, virtually 
every principle and axiom of the 
previous 70 years had been 
challenged and rejected. Vblko- 
gonov followed his Stalin with 
an even more iconoclastic study 
of Trotsky (to be published in 
English as Trotsky: the eternal 
revolutionary in spuing 1996), 
and in 1994 published Lenin : life 
and legacy, his root-and-branch 
mtellectual demolition of Lenin 
and the system he created. As 
Chairman of the Russian 
Archives Declassifying Com- 
mission from the time of the 
abortive coup attempt in August 
1991, he was in a unique posi- 
tion to shed light on the dark 
comers of the Soviet past. 

Born in 192S in Chita, East- 
ern Siberia, Dmitri Antonovich 
Volkogonov was the son of a 
collective farm-manager father 
and a schoolteacher mother. In 
1937 his father was arrested and 
shot for possessing a pamphlet 


by B ukhari n., as the son later 
learned from his own archival 
research. The family were then 
exiled to Krasnoyarsk in West- 
ern Siberia: Volkogonov 

quipped that, as they were al- 
ready in the Ear East and Stal- 
in was not in the habit of 
sending his political prisoners to 
Hawaii, they had to be sent west 

In 1945, he joined the army 
and revealed an aptitude for the 
theoretical side of military af- 
fairs. Despite his politically du- 
bious background (ana the 
constant surveillance be was un- 
der at mffitary school), he quick- 
ly rose in rank, entering the 
Lenin Military Academy in 
Moscow ip 1961, where he at- 
tained a PhD and a professor- 
ship. Transferred in 1970 to the 
propaganda department of the 
army, he wrote numerous books 
on defence issues, ranging from 
Cold War propaganda tracts to 
manuals on psychological war- 
fare. He gained a well-deserved 
reputation as a hard-liner. 

Having taken a big knock in 
1956, wheoKhroshchev made 
his famous “secret speech” to 
the Party’s Twentieth Congress, 
Stalin’s image was left virtual- 
ly untouched throughout the 
Brezhnev era, when Volko- 
gonov was making his career. 
Throughout this time, however, 
he Was gathering material for a 
book on Stalin. In this he in- 
tended to show how the dicta- 
tor and his minions actually 
operated, concentrating on the 
central role of tenor as an in- 
strument of political control By 
the time he was writing the lat- 
ter port of the book, in the ear- 
ly 1980s, however, he had 
arrived at the view that Soviet 
history had been a lethal com- 
bination of Lenin’s authoritar- 
ian Co mm u nism, Stalin's 
ruthless drive for personal om- 
nipotence and his criminal ma- 



Vofkonogov in the archives of the Institute of Mifltaiy History; Moscow; 1968 
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uipulattoD of internal party ri- 
valries and inertia, the passive 
character of the Russians and 
their love of a strong leader, 
their ignorance of both 
democracy and personal 
autonomy. 

Volkonogov admitted pub- 
licly that he no longer believed 
in foe dogmas and myths he had 
once accepted, not that he 
would daim ever to have been 
a dissident of the open kind he 
came to admire, such as 
Sakharov or Solzhenitsyn. He 
recognised that, like so many of 
the old Soviet nomenklatura, he 
had lived two mental lives, pur- 
suing a successful career in the 
army, while assembling mater- 


ial to reinterpret Soviet . histo- 
ry as assiduously as any under- 
ground writer of samizdat Such 
a high degree of disaffection 
could not continue for long 
without consequences. In 1985 
he was warned that his histor- 
ical research was incompatible 
with his work in the army’s Main 
Political Axfoiinistration, and 
that he must' choose one or the 
other. He opted to become Di- 
rector of the Institute of MHi- 
tary History, where he 
completed his book on Stalin. 

Alone among the senior mil- 
itary, Volkogonov, as People’s 
Deputy for the Orenburg region 
in the Russian parliament, 
openly espoused the political 


philosophy of liberal democra- 
cy, market economics, and a 
new, freely negotiated charter 
of union for the republics, or 
their independence, if foal was 
what they wanted. And he 
called for official condemnation' 
of Stalin’s crimes. In July 1990, 
addressing the Ttoenty-eighth 
Party Congress, he warned that 
if the Party did not reconcile it- 
self to the twin principles of the 
rule of law and the primary of 
democracy, it would suffer the 
same fate as that of the Com- 
munist Parties of Eastern 
Europe in 1989. 

In June 1991, the draft of a 
new history of the Second 
World Wax, prepared under 


Vollfogonov’s editorship at the 
Institute, was reviewed by all the 
senior staff, including the then 
Defence Minister, Marshal Ya- 
zov. The Soviet failure in 1941 
was ascribed in the book to the 
central weakness of the system 
itself, namely the paralysis of in- 
dividual will and initiative 
caused by the weight of a bu- 
reaucrary immobilised by terror. 
He was practically jumped on 
by the entire U generulitef f and 
forced to resign his job.. ^ 

He was fo Oxford undergo- 
ing surgery ftxr canper fifren the 
attempted coup took place hr 
Moscow in August 1991, From 
his hospital bed, for a general 
who was still on the active list 
he took an enormous risk in 
broadcasting through the BBC 
an appeal to the Soviet array not 
to oray the illegal orders of the 
conspirators. He returned to 
Moscow in early September 
and was appointed special de- 
fence adviser to President 
Yeltsin. 

Volkogonov earned a repu- 
tation as one of the most ap- 
proachable senior figures fo 
the new establishment. He 
rarely refused an interview, re- 
ceived countless petitioners, 
whether from the provinces or 
the army, and was widely per- 
ceived as humane and consid- 
erate. From summer 1991 to 
late 1993, he was also head of 
the commission for the declas- 
sification of state and party pa- 
pers. During his tenure, 78 
million files were released into 
the public domain. 

Another of his jobs at this 
time was as chairman of a com- 
mission set up to discover what 
had happened to the crews of 
some 40 Nato aircraft, about 
100 American airmen, shot 
down by Soviet air defences - 
mostly but not all over Soviet 
territory - in the course of the 


Cold War. The US mititaxy lad 
been trying in vain for three 
years to get an answer. The new 
government's goodwill was be- 
ing undermined by the KGB 
and Russian military intelli- 
gence who, like most of the top 
brass, saw Vslkogpnov as one 
of the gang that had sold the So- 
viet anny down the river, bu- 

mfliateri and ifegmcerl it by their 

eager surrender of Eastern Eu- 
rope to the capitalists, and now, 
they claimed, he. was giving 
•away secrets to the Americans. 
It enhanced Vollrogonov’s rep- 
utation with the US govern- 
ment, but made him a bated 
man among his former friends 
and colleagues. 

Castigated by the historical 
profession for allegedly mo- 
nopolising the archives for his 
own advantage, he was to come 
under attack by the democrats 
when Yeltsin brought his con- 
. frontation with parliament to a 
violent and bloody close. 

In December 1993, as the 
deputy chairman' of the com- 
mission charged with putting 
down the insurrection, Volko- 
gonov was imapologetic about 
the government’s use of force. 
He claimed to have spoken 
many times by telephone to ; the 
insurgents, guaranteeing their 
safety if they would lay down 
their anus. ^Tbe chokswas sim- 
ple,” he argued. “We either had 

to suppress the rebellion or have 
■the start of a new dvil war." 
While lamenting the use of 
force, be believed that a victo- 
ry for the anti-reformers would 
have led Russia back to the Gu- 
lag- It was an acute moral 
dilemma for a historian who had 
recently denounced the Soviet 
system precisely because it had 
been founded on the use' of 
physical violence. 

An even more difficult phase 
opened with the decision by the 


Yeltsin administration to in- 
vade Chechnya in the Caucasus 
in an effort to end its self- 
proclaimed independence and 
restore Russian rule. As a mem- 
ber of the President's Analyti- 
cal Council, Volkogonov issued 
public warnings against the use 
of force to settle ethnic conflict, 
although he -also ■ accepted 
Yeltsin's' argument that -the 
regime in Chechnya was crim- 
inal and must be removed. He 
was sometimes accused of po- 
litical trimming, of publishing 
books. fo suit the current lead- 
ership and changing course to 
remain favoured. It was a false 
accusation. He was quickly out 
of favour with, the Gorbachev 
regime and its military leader- 
ship, and he was a far from obe- 
dient servant of the Yeltsin 
administration. In the bloodbath 
that followed the decision to in- 
vade, Volkogonov, in Russian 
and Western media, criticised 
the Russian leader for having 
taken the advice of wrong- 
headed counsellors. 

Throughout the time of this 
post-Soviet career, VbDcogonov 
fought against cancer. It had 
been successfully treated by 
surgery on OxfoftJ in 1991, but 
recurred fo early 1993. Siberian 
by birth, temperament and 
physical endurance, he sub- 
jected himself to a wide range 
of the latest methods of 
chemotherapy, while continuing 
to work as a presidential advis- 
er, as chairman of several com- 
missions, as a member of the 
Russian parliament, and writer 
of big, historical studies. 

Harry Sfmfcmaw 

Dmitri Antonovich Volkogonov, 
soldier and military historian 
bom Chita, Eastern Siberia 22 
March 1928; married (two 
daughters); died Moscow 6 
December 1995. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

ROBINSON; Bernard. Peacefully at 
hrw> q Crosby, oo 3 rv-f— .n>y.i aged 
84 years, dearly loved bostand of the 
late Anne Robinson fnee WDson). 
Companion and friend of Marie 
Mercer, father of Peter and Anne, 
grandfather of Fmnm, father-in-law 
of John Penrose. A former teacher at 
Sr James'! School, Bootle, his wit. hu- 
mour and charm wflj be sadly missed. 
Requiem mass al SS Peter and Paul's 
Church, Liverpool Road. Crosby, 
Liverpool, on Tuesday 12 December 
at 12 noon followed by interment in 
the clmr c hyai d. Flowers and further 
'"'i to Coroe Bros, Ped House, 


L21 3TY. TfeJepbonc 0151 928 3763. 


Lectures 

National Galley: Alexander Sturgis, 
“In Trust for the Nation (iv): 
conversation pieces”, lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Shireen Akbar. “Islamic Art and 
Religion", 230pm. 

Tate Gallery: David Rhodes, “The 
Monochrome Icon: Mark Rothko’s 
paintings’', lpm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Mil. 
Port, "Cosway Lecture Series: 
George IVs houses". 1.10pm. 
Leicester University; Attenborough 
Lecture Theatre: Dr Bruce Bouch- 
er. “Renaissance Relief Sculpture and 
the Antique”, 530pm. 


Birthdays 

Sir Fred Atkinson, economist, 76; 
Miss Ellen Burstyn, actress, 63; Pro- 
fessor Noam Chomsky, linguist, 67; 
Mr Donald Crichton-MQJer, former 
headmaster and rugby internation- 
al, 89; Lord Elystan- Morgan, circuit 
judge and former MP, 63; Mr David 
Evans, trade unionist, 60; Mr Rafis 
Fasserr, textile designer, 58: Profes- 
sor Sir Abraham Goldberg, pbyraqian, 
72; Professor Norman Gowar, Prin- 
cipal, Royal Holloway and Bedford 
New College, London, 55; Sir Biyan 
Hop kin, economist, 81; Mr Geoff 
Lawson, cricketer, 37; The Countess 
of Limerick, Chairman, British Red 
Cross Society, 60; Mr Ivor Mills, 
writer and broadcaster, 66; Mr Mike 
Nolan, anger, 41; Mr Edmimdo 
Ros, bandleader. 85; Dr Mario 
States, President of ftrnigpl. 71; The 
Rev Ronald Trounson, parish priest, 
and farmer Principal, St Chad's Col- 
lege, Durham, 69; Mr EZi WfoJJadi, ac- 
tor, 80; Miss Helen Wins, concert 
and opera anger, 68. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Gian Lorenzo Bernini, sculp- 
tor, 1598; Allan Cunningham, poet 
1784; Will a SEbert Gather, novelist, 
1876; Arthur Joyce Lunel Cary, au- 
thor, 1888: Stuart Davis, abstract 
painter, 1894. Deaths; Stricter Lely 
(Pieter van der Res), portrait 
painter, 1680; Algernon Sidney, re- 
publican and patriot, beheaded 1683; 
Meindert Hobbema, landscape 
painter, 1709; William BUgh. captain 
of tilt Bounty, 1817; John Flaanan, 
sculptor, 1826; Wiliam Swainson, 
naturalist, 1855; Ferdinand-Marie, 
Vi comte de Lesseps, engineer and 
diplomat, 1894; Sfr Frederick Treves, 
physician, 1923; Thornton Niven 


Wilder, novelist, 1975; Robert Ranke 
Graves, poet, 1985. On this day: Hen- 
ry VI of England was crowned King 
ot France, Paris, 1431; the Theatre 
Royal, Cavern Garden (now the 
Royal Opera House) was opened, 
1732; William Pin the Younger be- 
came prime minister, 1783; Delaware 
became the first of the United States, 
1787; Gilbert -and Sullivan’s The 
GonJoGers was first produced, 1889; 
an imperial edict authorised all Chi- 
nese to cut their pigtails, 1911; the 
first parliament of the Irish Free State 
met, 1922; the parliament of North- 
ern Ireland voted against being in- 
cluded in the Irish Free State, 1922; 
Japanese aircraft attacked Pearl 
Harbor, 194L Today is the Feast Day 
of St Ambrose of Milan, St Bui the 
or Boethius, St Emychiams, St Mar- 
tin of Saiqon and St Servos. 

Professor T. Brooke 
Benjamin 

A memorial service for Professor T 
Brook Benjamin wiD be held on Sat- 
urday 27 January 1996 at 3pm in the 
University Church of St Mary the 
Virgin, Oxford. 

Wills 

Mr Donald Norman Keating QC, of 
London SE2I, barrister and author, 
left estate valued at £962078 net. 
Gp Copt Sir Hugh Spacer Lisle 
Dimdas DSO, of London WH, the 
wartime fighter pilot and former 
Chairman of Thames Te Icviaan left 
estate valued at £140373. 

Sir Michael Trescmen Austin, of 
Okehampun, Devon, General Gom- 
uusskmcr of the Inland Revenue 
1965-86, left estate valued at 
£417,710 net 
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M OfWslM. FlUW, 
chertty* Annual Oco- 
rTbeaire.Sttmd.Loo- 
- - the 



e Am* Board at the Offices' Mesa 
f} wy knwi Jime AriBci*. S* Jofani 
ctaXnufcn NWS; and m PKrideu. 
Sow the CMkSreo Find, attend* Ibe Festival of 
UeeaGab Dinner al tbr NntoiaJ FEsicry Mrae- 
on. Chnmd Hoad. London SW7. Mm. Man 
pm, Hoooiaiy Ptanfaw. British Mraeom 
fteratjanoaThoc. mum* a nreetiraoflfaeOMfr 
dl miec British Museum. LcndrawCI; md as 
Grand fteaUfcm. St Iota Ambntanee. attends the 
Order nl Si J<*n Itoyil Saptttfcz Bat it toe Diirb- 
eHer Hold, Loudon WLTbelMke «f Gknces- 
ier opens the eueraiaa to ibe On* Office of Ibe 

Oct'** auftfagSretay. MaccfaSeH ChatKre 

opera WamskmHcnUh Centre, WOmriow; nsiti 
ftsrfc. Kmmfaj* rad opens be 
« ERF pic. Sun Wita, 
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. .WMootNi 
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w Utoby Coflegr London, a the 
til. Union SWLPrinoftMkkati of 


don SW1; and » FUrm. SpemgSakl Onb, 

attends the uranl prim dam and ptcsraiatkwi 
m Sjnfflgfkrtd Boys' Quit, London E5. 

Changing of the Guard 

The HunadwU Caraby Moaned Regiment 
ibUfcOmdwBeneOaud^ 


Announcements far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Birth*. 
Adoptkuis, Marriages, Deaths, Menio- 

rial services, WfeMireg amuveirwries, 

fo Mcmoriam) should be sent in writ- 
ing to the Gayrtti 1 Editor Hie Inde- 
pendent, I Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, Loudon EI4 5DL, telephoned 
to 0171-293 2011 or fksrd to 0171-293 
2010, and are charged al £650 a line 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nounceueaU (notices, functions, 

murt'be submitted writing*(ur 
.fired) and are charged at £10 a Use, 
VAT atre. They Should be accompa- 
nied by a daytime telephone mnubec. 


Wheelclamping on private land was lawful 


Arthur and another r Anker; 

Court of Appeal (Sir Thomas 
Bingham, Master of the Rails, 
Lord Justice NeOl and Lard 
Justice Hast); 30 November 1995 

The. wheelclamping of a vehi- 
cle parked without authority on 

private land and its release 
only on payment of a fee was 
□either tortious nor criminal, 
provided that foe motorist had 
seen, and corild therefore be 
taken to have consented to, a 
notice on the land warning of 
such consequences, and that 
the release foe was reasonable, 
easily payable and resulted in 
prompt release. 

Hie Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by the plain- 
tiffs, David and Annette 
Arthur, against the decision of 
Judge Anthony Thompson QC, 
sitting in Truro County Court 
on 7 May 1993: (i) dismissing 
their rfaim against the defen- 
dant, Thomas Anker, an em- 
ployee .of Armtrac Security 
Services acting as foe agent of 
the leasehold owners of a pri- 
vate car park fo Truro, for 
compensation and damages 
for nolidous falsehood and un*- 
tious Interference with, the 
plaintiffs' car; and{a)'anbwmg 
the defendant’s counterclaim 
for £660 in. condensation for - 


LAW REPORT 


7 December 1995 


the cost of wfaeelclamps and 
padlocks removed by Mr 
Arthur, and for an assault by 
MrsArthur. 

The Arthurs’ car had been 

wheel clamped by Mr Anker af- 
ter Mr Arthur had parked it in 

the private car park without 
authority, despite having seen 
a notice erected by Armtrac to 
the effect that vehicles left 
there, without authority would 
be wheeldanmed and a fee of 
£40 charged for their release. - 
Although he later accepted 
the fee was reasonable, Mr 
Arthur refused ter pay it. 
Following an acrimonious 
argument, during which Mrs 
Arthur assaulted Mr Anker, 
both plaintiffs left. But that 
night Mr Arthur returned and 
succeeded in releasing his car. 
When Mr Anker returned next 
morning, both car and damps 
bad disappeared. 

Against the plaintiffs’ claim 


the defendant successfully 
advanced two defences. First 
was the old medieval self-help 
remedy of “distress damage 
feasant* under, which,, if a 
landowner found another’s 


... _ „ on his 

id, he could seize it and 
withhold it from its owner un- 
til adequate compensation had 
been paid. Although aimed at 
livestock, the judge thought it 
could be adapted to apply to a 
car ranging damage by using 
up solace where it was at a 
premium. 

Second was the defence of 
consent or “ volenti non fit 'in- 
jurid n ,. Mr Arthur having 
parked the car in full know-, 
ledge of the possible conse- 
quences and therefore being 
taken to have consented to 
them. • 

John G. Cooper (Natasha Aidtar, 
Truro) fortheplmnttgs; Timothy Ry- 
der (Nnlder&So/l, Thao) ftrihed* 
fisnidants;Suphen Ftehards (Treasury 
SoSdior) as amicus curiae. 

Sir Thomas Bingham MR, ■ 
dealing first with the defence 
of consent, said that by volun- 
tarily accepting the. risk of 
befog damped Mr Arthur hid 
consented not only to the oth- 
erwise tortious act of damping 
but also to the otherwise tor-r 
tious act of detaining the car 
tntiflpayinent of the reasonable 


cost of the clamping and 
undampfog: ■ 

However, such implied ac- 
ceptance would not extend to 
an unreasonable or exorbitant 
: car, nor 


i it apply where the warn- 
ing was not of clamping but of 
. conduct by or on behalf of ihe 
landowner which would dam- 
age the car. Nor mi gh t the 
clamper justify detention of Lhe 
car or delay in its release after 
the owner had indicated a will- 
ingness to . comply with the 
condition for release, and there 
must be means for the owner 
to communicate his offer of 
payment 

As for the remedy of distress 
damage feasant, his Lordship 
doubted if it could apply. Al- 
though it had survived and 
was capable of applying to 

inanimate objects, its applica- 
tion to a case such as this was 
plainly remote from anything 
ewer contemplated by those 
who developed the remedy. 

Lord Justice Neill . con- 
curred. 

I/ird Justice Hirst also con- 
curred except on tlrc remedy of 
distress damage feasont/on 
which issue he would uphold 
the judge’s decision. 

Fanl Magrath, Barrister 
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Payout for former Post Office chief 

Bill Cockbum, the former chief executive of the Post Office who 
left to join WH Smith last month, has received a lump sum of 
£285,542 from his previous employer. In a response to a Labour 
Party question in the House of Commons, the Government said 
the payment was allowed under the Post Office pension rules 
and was equivalent to three times his annual pension. 

Vymura issues warning 

Vyxnura. the wallpaper manufacturer, warned that second-half 
profits will be “substantially below” last year's leveL Trading has 
been hit by a combination of flat sales, difficulties in recover- 
ing raw material price increases and higher support costs, the 
company said. However, subject to the trading outlook in spring 
1996, it remains Vyraura's intention to maintain the level of final 
dividend for the frill year 1995. 

Little woods fight to continue 

Barry Dale, the former Littlewoods chief executive who has 
launched a £1.2bn offer for the company, has vowed to fight on 
if he loses a crucial vote on his proposals today. The Moores 
family, which controls the company, is due to vote on his offer 
at an emergency meeting at the company’s head office in Liv- 
erpool. Although Mr Dale has some support he is expected to 
lose the vote (hat would allow him aocess to the company's bools. 
A rival fl.lbn offer from N Brown, the mail order group, and 
Iceland, the frozen food retailer, is also expected to be discussed. 

Boost for Kingfisher 

Sales at Kingfisher, the B&Q and Superdrug group, have risen 
by 4.S per cent on a Like-for-like basis in the three months to 
October. Woo I worths sales have recovered after a poor August. 
Sales at Comet were up by 3 per cent but B&Q is finding the 
market tougher. Its sales were flat as a result of the sluggish hous- 
ing market. Superdrug is performing better as it continues to 
move more towards health and beauty products. 

Hard marketing lifts car sales 

New UK car sales leapt by 12.77 per cent to 143,055 vehicles 
last month - but manufacturers said the increase reflected ag- 
gressive marketing rather than a sudden return of the “feel-good” 
factor. It was the second month running to show an increase, 
according to the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders. 

No fresh runway plans from BAA 

BAA, the airports operator, has no plans or proposals for an- 
other runway in south-east England within its present planning 
horizons, Michael Maine, technical director, told Mrs on the 
Select Transport Committee yesterday. He told the meeting that 
the proposed terminal 5 at Heathrow would be “the correct an- 
swer to the UK airport capacity question”. Mr Maine also en- 
couraged the Government to encourage greater use of other UK 
airports including Luton and Stansted. 

Taylor moves in at Charter 

Martin Thylor, the recently retired vice-chairman of Hanson, has 
been appointed deputy chairman of Charter, the welding sup- 
plies to mining equipment group. The move follows April’s an- 
nouncement that Sir Michael Edwardes was to step down as 
chairman of Charter next year, to be replaced by Jeffrey Her- 
bert, currently chief executive. 


Forte’s defence bill could exceed £35m 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

The besieged Forte hotels group 
is continuing to recruit more ad- 
visers, and looks set to run up 
a defence bill of more than £35m 
in its struggk to defeat the hos- 
tile £33bn takeover bid from 
Grenada. 

Since Sunday, Forte, headed 
by Sir Rocco Forte, has enlist- 
ed additional help from Roberto 
Mendoza, vice president of JP 

Morgan, and Cazenove, the 

blue-blood stockbrokers. Makin- 
son Cowell, the investor rela- 
tions specialists, was yesterday 


drafted into the defence team. 
One leading merchant banker, 

who requested not to be named, 

estimated the cost of JFbrte's 
army of defenders at a “con- 
servative" £35 m. “That may 
wefl rise considerably if Forte re- 
mains independent and has to 
pay success fees," be said. 

The defence team also in- 
cludes two other merchant 
h anks, SBC Warburg and Mor- 
gan Stanley, the UBS stock- 
broking firm, and Brunswick, the 
City public relations firm. The 
merchant banker reckoned that 
the merchant banks and stock- 


brokers would cost Forte be- 
tween £25xn and £30m, exclud- 
ing expenses. “Accountants and 
solicitors would cost at least £2m 
to £3m. Brunswick £lm, and 
Makinson Cowell another 
£500,000." Forte is also having 
its hotel estate revalued which 
he estimated would cost around 
£lm. 

Fbrte declined to comment on 
bow much its defence would 
cost If£35m is an accurate fig- 
ure it equates to about 27 per 
cent of Forte’s taxable profits of 
£127m in the last ftiH year. 

IBCA, the credit rating 


agency, yesterday expressed 
concern about Forte in the 
wake of the company's plan to 
split into two should it defeat 
Granada. The agency said it had 
placed long and short-term debt 

rating of Forte on “rating 
watch" with negative implica- 
tions. 

There were also widespread 
rumours that Forte’s meeting 
with institutions in Scotland on . 
Tuesday had not gone well. 
“We’ve heard that shareholders 
were unhappy that Rtrte had not 
seen them for months... and we 
also heard that one sharehold- 


er said Rate would be better off 
selling trophy hotels and in- 
vesting the proceeds in gilts," 
said one City dealer. 

Forte's dares fell a further , 
0-5p to 337J5p, while Granada 
advanced 2p more to 655p. 
That improved Granada’s cash • 
and share terms from 330.8p to 
3313p per Forte share -just o2p 
shy of tne current market price. 
Analysts said that Fbrte would 
have to produce a “very strong" 
defence document to stem, the 
negative tide. 

Meanwhile, Fbrte continues 
to sell off unwanted businesses. 
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The latest to go sGriereoos, the 
wine merchant, sold to Matthew 
Clark for £23ra;- 
Granada chief executive Qer- 
Robinson pointed out that 
neisons made only £lm on 
turnover £7 fan, compared with 
the £53m Clark made from its 
Rcetraders operation on £l2hn 
turnover. “Before j*xi se8 a busi- 
ness you have to get operating 
profits up, otherwise ymi’re sefl- 
mg on the cheap." . 

Mr Robinson also promised 
to retain Fbrtc sharehalders' 
perks. Gold Curd hotel dis- 
counts would; be honoured. 


Crunch day 
as Eggar 
steps into 
gas row 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

The Government will today 
step into the row between 
British Gas and its potential 
rivals . It has summoned British 
Gas to a crunch meeting that will 
include the industry watchdog, 
Qare Spottiswoode, following 
allegations in the industry that 
the company is dragging its 
heels over the introduction of 
domestic competition in April 
next year. Cedric Brown, chief 
executive of British Gas, may 
also attend in an attempt to 
resolve the issue. 

Competitors to British Gas, 
including North Sea producers 
and electricity companies, be- 
lieve that British Gas is delib- 
erately trying to delay 
competition on the grounds 
that the arrangements needed 
to cope with multiple suppliers 
will not be in place. 

The meeting has been called 



Tim Eggar: Determined to 
increase competition - 

by Tim Eggar, the minister for 
energy and industry, who is de- 
termined that competition for 
up to 500,000 households in the 
South-west of England will be 
available from 1 April It will 
then be extended to two million 
homes in 1997; with the market 
open nationally in 1998. 

Ms Spottiswoode, who is be- 
lieved to be increasingly angered 
by British Gas’s attitude, is also 
likely to oppose vocife rously any 
slippage m the timetable. 
According to one industry 
source: “When politics and 
companies get mixed, who 
knows what the outcome will be. 
This is likely to be a very im- 
portant meeting." 

Tbe row primarily involves the 
British Gas pipeline subsidiary, 
Transco, whose relationship with 


the regulator has become 
strained in recent months. But 
Richard Giordano, British Gas 
chairman, has also wanted that 
the Government’s schedule for 
the introduction in April of 
competition in the domestic 
gas market leaves little time for 
a proper testing period and 
could “create significant risks". 

British Gas blames any reti- 
cence on government delays 
with the legislation allowing for 
competition and the establish- 
ment of a network code which 
embodies the rules and regula- 
tions of the competitive market 
A spokesman for Transco said: 
“We are being pragmatic. We 
want more time to sort out any 
potential problems." Rivals say 
British Gas will do anything it 
can to keep them out of the mar- 
ketplace. 

Tne latest ddbide coincides 
with tbe announcement yes- 
terday by Tbtal Gas Marketing 
that it will enter the domestic 
market next year, undercutting 
British Gas by an average of up 
to 16 per cent Recently Am- 
erada Hess said it would offer 
savings over British Gas of 
about 15 per cent 

Tbtal said people paying 
promptly and by direct debit 
would see additional savings and 
that, overall, the minimum sav- 
ing for households will be 10 per 
cent The company is woe mg 
potential customers with an 
initial £10 payment in the form 
of a Marks & Spencer voucher. 

There are fears in British Gas 
that many companies wiD pour 
into the domestic market, 
creaming off the most lucrative 
customers. British Gas’s share 
of the industrial and commer- 
cial market -where competition 
is already allowed - has plum- 
meted to about 35 per cent. 

The spectre of domestic com- 
petition is just one of the prob- 
lems that have plunged British 
Gas into turmoil over the last 
year. The company is struggling 
to recover from a series of pub- 
lic relations fiascos and board- 
room upheavals. It also faces 
severe difficulties over costly 
long-term “take or pay" con- 
tracts with North Sea. produc- 
ers, which {face the company to 
buy more gas than it can sell 
Tbe availability of cheap spot 
market gas allows rivals to un- 
dercut the company and there 
have been warnings that do- 
mestic competition will make 
the situation worse. 



Keeping a grip: Steve WIUoaK, chief executive (right), end Handsh McPhle, finance director, of Avon Rubber, the automotive 
components to tyres groi^) that has motored ahead despite some weakening in As maifests. Pre-tax profits Jumped from £13-2m 
to£16u2m §i the yeartoSeptembec The (fivftiend rises 7 per cent tdl7.7p. • Photogaph: John Lawrence 


Six sink in Footsie shake-up 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

Six companies learned yester- 
day that they have lost their cov- 
eted status in the FT-SE 100 in 
the biggest shake-up for two 
years in the index of Britain’s 
leading shares. Victims of the 
Stock Exchange's strict formu- 
la for inclusion slip out of the 
Footsie on 18 December when 
they will face a wave of selling 
pressure from tracker funds 
whose portfolios are designed 
to reflect exactly movements in 
the various indices. 

Tbe number of changes in the 
latest quarterly review was 
boosted by the Exchange’s de- 


cision to remove Inchcape, the 
lowest-ranked company in the 
index; to accommodate the in- 
clusion of the National Grid, 
which will be a FT-SE 100 com- 
pany from the start of dealings 
on Monday. Inchcape 's depar- 
ture, after four years in the In- 
dex, follows a disastrous share 
price performance which left it 
as only the 130th-largest quot- 
ed company. 

A side effect of tbe flotation 
of the Grid has been the re- 
moval of both London and 
Midlands Electricity, whose 
market values have been hit by 
the transfer to shareholders of 
their stakes in tire electricity 
transmission business. Other 


companies to drop out include 
Sears, one of the original con- 
stituents when Footsie was de- 
vised in 1984. Despite the best 
efforts of the chief executive, 
Liam Strang, Sears has strug- 
gled with a disparate array of re- 
tail brands. Arjo Wiggins also 
falls out, as does DeLa Rue, 
which fell foul of investors last 
week after it warned that high- 
er- than-forecast results in the 
past had fuelled unrealistic 
expectations. 

Winners from this quarter’s 
switch indude Pflkmgton, which 
has benefited from new man- 
agement and an upturn in its 
construction and automotive 
cydes. Smiths Industries, Argos 


and Foreign & Colonial In- 
vestment ’Rust 

Burton, which rejoins the in- 
dex after an absence of five 
years, has been guided back Lo 
the top flight by its American 
chief executive, John Hoerner, 
who took over in 1992. He has 
moved the group away from a 
culture of permanent discounts. 

Under Stock Exchange rules 
all quoted companies are 
ranked by market capitalisation 
once a quarter. Any company 
whose share price rise has 
placed it higher than 90th in the 
league table automa tically gains 
entrance to Footsie. Companies 
slipping below 110th place au- 
tomatically fall out. 


Liquidators want Leeson in court 


DAVID HELJJER 

The liquidators of Nick Lee- 
son’s former employer, Baring 
Futures Singapore, said yester- 
day they want the disgraced 
trader to appear in court to dis- 
close all his assets. 

A partner in the liquidators. 
Price Waterhouse, said the- 
firm’s solicitors. Rajah and 
Than, wrote on Tuesday to 
Tanah Marah, where Nick Lee- 
sou is being hdd, for permission 
to serve him a court order. 

Price Waterhouse originally 
investigated the collapse of 


BFS on behalf of the Singapore 
authorities and produced a 
wide-ranging report on the af- 
fair. It was appointed liquida- 
tor two weeks ago. 

The order is similar to one 
served on Leeson’s -British 
lawyer, Stephen Pollard, on 
Saturday, shortly after the court 
case in which the former trad- 
er was sentenced to six and a 
half years in prison on two 
charges of cheating linked to the 
faflimeof Barings. The order re- 


jnts linked to the bank’s 
collapse -including those which 


provide evidence of assets, con- 
tracts and arrangements en- 
tered into by either of the 
Leesons or their agents for the 
sale of any book, television, 
newspaper or screen rights re- 
lated to the fell of Barings. 

' Mr Pollard was not available 
for comment, although sources 
close to the Leeson camp point 
out that the former trader has 
been advised all along by .his le- 
gal team that he will not be al- 
lowed to see the profits from 
any film or book deal 
Leeson is believed to have 
signed a contract for a book. 


which is being co-written by a 
ghost writer and which was 
sold at the recent Frankfurt 
book fair. 

There is also talk about a 
Hollywood movie about the 
affair, although Leesou's Sin- 
gapore lawyer, John Koh, said 
earlier this week that no deal 
had yet been signed. 

Leeson’s lawyers have until 
the beginning of next week to 
decide on whether to appeal , 
against sentence. Family and V 
friends had expected a lighter 
sentence since he pleaded guilty 
on a reduced count of charges. 


Promising 
statement 
lifts Rank 

DAVID HELL1ER 

Shares in Rank Organisation 
were up sharply after the com- 
pany released an upbeat trad- 
ing statement. The company 
said sales in continuing opera- 
tions were up more than 5 per 
cent and operating profit was 11 
per cent higher m the first 10 
months compared with a year 
earlier. 

Pan) Slattery at Kleinwort 
Benson said the statement was 
mainly in line with his expecta- 
tions, adding that the impact of 
the National Lottery on the 
company’s recreation division, 
which saw profits M by around 
a quarter, has been brought un- 
der control His year-end prof- 
its forecast remained at £391m. 

Julian Easthope at UBS said 
his ore-tax profit forecast isal- 
1 at “the top end of the 
r at £410m. 

ie shares dosed the day np 
I6p at 425p. 


Gilt auction setback 
for Bank of England 


PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

The Bank of England received 
another setback in its auction 
programme as bidders put in 
aggressively low offers and the 
total volume of bids barely 
exceeded the £3bn of gilts being 
sold. However, die gilts market 
later recovered on hopes of an 
early cut in interest rates. 

buoj^d by weak industrial pro- 
duction figures. 

The difference in the auction 
between the average yield and 
the highest yield accepted, the 
“tail" was the largest on record. 
The average accepted yield was 
7.45 per cent, the highest 756 
per cent, a “tail” of 11 basis 
points. 

“The Bank had to mop up a 
lot of silly bids," said Nigel 
Richardson, head of bond re- 
search at Yamakhi Internation- 
al Tbe Bank put a brave fece on 
the reverse, saying that the dis- 


persal offads was not surprising 
given the recent market rally. 

A further indication of the 
difficulty faced by the Bank in 
the auction was that ft received 
bids only one-tenth higher than 
the £3bc being sold. At the last 
auction in October the “cover” 
of feds was almost double the 
value of the stock on offer. 

Immediately after the auction 
result, gOt prices slumped and a: 
one pomt maiket-makera were 
said to be facing losses of £L00m. 
However, hopes of rate cuts fol- 
lowing further evidence of a 
weak economy, together with a 
surge in US treasuries, led the 
market in to a sharp rally and tbe 
March long gilt future ended up 
three-quarters of a point on the 
day. The short sterling future, 
which indicates interest rate ex- 
pectations, ended trading im- 
plying a cut m base rates afmore 
than half a pomt by March. 

The trigger for renewed 

of early interest rate cuts, came 


from the latest industrial pro- 
duction figures. These showed a 
montfafy fell m October of almost 
I per cent, although almost all 
of that could be attributed to the 
effects of weather. 'temperatures 

pressed gas extraction and the 
output of electricity and gas 
utilities. 

Manufacturing output edged 
up by QJ2 per cent, in line with 
market expectations. The Cen- 
tral Statistical Office said the un- 
derlying ammal growth rate of 
manufacturing remained at half 
a per cent Output fell in food, 
dnnk and tobacco, chemicals, 
and textiles and clothing, but 
rose in engineering and coke 
and nuclear fuels. 

According to Simon Briscoe, 
UK economist at Nikko Eu- 
rope, the figures were “a pretty 
sharp reminder of weakness in 
die economy and a nail in the 
coffin ■ for the growth pause 
theoiy”. 
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Tbte is the nightmare 

scenario that 
accountants , ‘ ”1‘. 
and their insurance 
brokers have been ' 
predictingfor much 
of this decade*. 


accountancy profession will bardly 
welcome a, but yesterday’s £65 m iude- 
martagainst Binder Htuntyn 4 the bestS 
at evidence it can point to in its caanaim 
change m the law relating to auditors’ 
. W Here is the nightmare scenario that 
^^™ta^aiKlt}iarinairanceteolcasjiave 
oera predicting for much of this decade. Be- 
cause of a shortfall in the firm’s professional 
indemnity insurance cower - caused by in- 
surereanvvOlingness to take on such big risks 
mtheface of mounting litigation -mare than 
100 partners face having to meet £34m of 
the data. The judgment is being appealed, 
bnl if a year from now it stands, some piomi- 
nent^^untants inight be made personally 

Well, almost Tins case is complicated by 
the fact that much. of Binder Hamlyn hag, 
smce late 1994, been part of the immensely 
successful US-basedArtbur Andersen. Hav- 
ing aapmed it becanse of its UK audit busi- 
ness, Arthur Andersen is unlikely to want to 
cast t he Bin der people off. But nor, as rival 
firms -were quick to point out, is it likely to 
dip into its pocket to bail them out. That 
would, in the words of one partner at 
another practice, be a “more than generous 
gesture". Ultimately, ADT would probably 
be better off agreeing a deal under which the 
money is paid off over time, rather than forc- 
ing the partners out of homes and callings. 

The wider Implications, are somewhat 
easier to assess. Irrespective of die final 
result, the case can only accelerate the rush 


to incorporate begun earlier this year by 
KPMG, Britain's largest aadk firm. Indeed, 
the signs are that the coming weeks, if not 
days, will see many other leading firms deliv- 
ering their responses to KPMG's attempt to 
protect itself from huge negligence suits in 
this way. 

There are still doubts over how KPMG's 
decision to incorporate only its audit arm wfl] 
work. If Binder had been totally incorpo- 
rated at the time of the deal that landed it 
in court, the liability would have been lim- 
ited to the firm's assets, and the individual 
partner responsible, rather than scores of 
others with no connection to the transaction. 
Even this may be no more than a partial 
solation, however. 

With this case fresh in its mind, the pro- 
fession will be hoping that the Law Com- 
mission, which is studying options for reform 
of the law of joint and several liability, might 
provide a more elegant way out of the prob- 
lem. It has long pressed changes to a prin- 
ciple under which its members can find 
themselves bearing the whole cost of a 
corporate disaster. 


Cold comfort from 
Chancellor Kohl 

^T^he only good thing from Jacques Chirac's 
JL point of view about his meeting today 
with Helmut Kohl, the German Chancellor, 
has to be its the venue. The French presi- 


dent, who has been watching Paris hum from 
the distant vantage point of Benin, will he 
sorely tempted by the diversions of Baden- 
Baden. Perhaps a little birching in the sauna 
before taking the waters, or a Duller at the 
tables - anything but having to subject him- 
self to Helmut's stem gaze. 

Around the time of their last meeting, the 
Germans had privately begun referring to 
France as the “patient". It was this sort of 
talk that finally prompted Mr Chirac to 
declare, after months of shiliy-sbailying. that 
cutting the public deficit was his priority of 
priorities. Now the priority is being acted 
upon, and the patient is in high fever. But 
Mr Chirac is likely lo look in vain for any 
meaningful act of sympathy. He wifi get. of 
course, The solemn affirmation of Franco- 
German solidarity on everything, tvhieh in 
any case is always recycled as a matter of 
course at these summits. 

On substance, however. Mr Kohl can 
afford to be at his most self-righteous. 
Despite the burden of unification, equiva- 
lent to transferring to the east each year 
some 5 per cent of GDP, Germany has suc- 
ceeded, through Ihe recession of 1995 and 
1994, in driving down its public deficit to 
below the Maastricht criteria level. France 
and Britain, in more favourable economic 
conditions, have failed to achieve as much. 
Kenneth Garke has just pushed back his 
deficit reduction timetable by another year, 
so that Britain should come in under the 
3 per cent bar in 1997. 


President Chirac, however, has less room 
for such sleight of hand - stepping tip to the 
mark on EMU is a matter of honour, and 
the pressure of international market scrutiny 
is that much greater on France. The biggest 
problem is that the French economy is crawl- 
ing along on annualised GDP growth of 
under 1 per cent, and unemployment is ris- 
ing again: hardly ideal fundamentals for 
deficit-slashing, that was the whole point of 
the convergence criteria. They were not 
meant to offer choice, just Teutonic virtue. 

Bass’s bigger splash 
proves a winner 

I t has taken a long time for the City lo come 
round to Sir lan Prossers view of the world, 

but finally he seems to be winning over the 
sceptics. Over the pas! year, Bass shares have 
outperformed the resi of the stock market 
by around a tenth: support for the slock is 
growing by leaps and bounds. It was not al- 
ways thus.’ When it splashed out more than 
£lbn on the Holiday Inn hotel chain in 1989, 
there were cries of horror. Why on earth was 
a brewer expanding into hotels! was the ques- 
tion on everyone’s lips. 

Bass's approach to the beer ordeis - to sell 
most of its tied estate as rapidly as possible 
- drew an equally hostile response. Both 
strategies are in the process of being vindi- 
cated. Holiday Inn is producing all the right 
numbers while the company's swift and 


robust response to the beer orders has suc- 
ceeded in wrong-footing most competitors. 

There is still some residual doubt about 
w hether such a powerful brewer should be 
expanding into Ihe leisure industry as aggres- 
sively as Bass is, but even this is beginning 
lo go. The main strands of the leisure mar- 
ket are rapidly converging. Sir Ian’s vision 
of a company that tries to tap profitably into 
all aspects of discrelionaty spending and per- 
sonal leisure time, be that pubs, bingo halls, 
betting shops or fitness centres, must be the 
right one. Bass is proving to be a master of 
extracting the last penny of loose change 
from customers' pockets. Selective bolt-on 
acquisitions - such as the recent purchase 
of the Harvester pub chain - have enriched 
the formula. 

The ability to throw £10m of capital 
spending a week at existing businesses 
underlines the company’s financial strength. 
The result of the high capital spending in the 
year to 3U September was an 11.3 per cent 
leap in taxable profits to £599m. despite the 
effects of the lottery. Analysis have pencilled 
in £fo0m for next year. With gearing at just 
23 per cent. Bass plainly has scope for a big 
acquisition. Anything is possible, but the cur- 
rent rumour. Ladbroke. seems unlikely. 
Bass simply does not need hotel property 
assets like Ladbroke s. Much more logical 
would be Carlsherg Tetley, but the ratio- 
nalisation of the beer industry involved 
might be too much even for this Govern- 
ment's relaxed approach to mergers policy. 



its to 


as group 



TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor • 

NFC ate humblepie in the City 
yesterday,; admitting that the 
group’s potential had failed to 
be realised in afrits dhrisfons and 
acknowledging! that one of the 
main challenges facing ffie new 
chief executive, GenyMinphy, 
was a complete change of cuIt 
ture. The Cityfretted about the 
pace of reform, downgrading 
profits forecasts by £10m to 
£95m and knocking lOp, Or. 7 
per cent, off the company's 
shares. . _ . _ .... .y. 

At 139p! (he shares have 
more than halved since thebe- 
ginning of last year; rfrnther 
tarnishing the employee co- 
operative dream that began 
with a workers’ buyout from the 
government ip 1982 and 
brought the company to the 
stock market threeyeaxs later. 
After a honeymoon period in 
the early 1980s, foiling profits 
and bitter boardroom rows 
have proven that NFC b just an- 
other company operating in 
cut-throat mar' 


J non-perfor min g assets". Mr 
A who- took over at the 


Figures for the 12 months to 
September, already struggling 

were 

tional provision to cover over- 
head reductions, loss-malting 
businesses and the write-off of 


a fruitless sxToonths looking for 
: anew cfrief, ; 5ajdl,000jo& had 
'j gone smce tlte restructuring be- 
gan allhbughtissehad beendS- 

; set tyreouitment iff other areas 
•ofiltebdsmefc.>- 

7 . Mr Murphy Replaced Peter 
Sherlock, Tvho was similarly 
v brought in by the company' to 
^restore its. previous fortunes 
batfefffooiofan old guard un? 

- willing to cany through his 
• radical recommendations. Yes- 
. . texday’s fignreswere presented 
-as the resmt of the previous 

. regime’s miimatw g Mnen t but - 
attention is focused, on bow 
quicklyMr Murphy can trans- 
form the company. • _ 

He now runs a business that 
_ has in effect severed all links 
with the old ideal of a sbare- 

- ranting co-operative. In Octo- 

ber, employee shareholders lost 
the double voting rights they 
had enjoyedsmee the flotation 
of the former National Freight 
Corporation.- • • • • 

The exfire voting powers, de- 
signed to protect employees, 

- were lost after their share- 
holding dipped below 10 per 
cent. At privatisation NFC 
workers and their families 

.-owned more than 80 per cent 
of the company. 


Despite a 7 per cent rise in 
-.sales to £2.2bn, operating prof- 
its tumbled from £118m to 
£88. 8m. After the £35m excep- 
■ tional provision, most of which 
was actually: used during the 
year, pre-tax profits collapsed 
from £1 05.6m to £38.6m. Earn- 
ings per share slid from UJ2p 
to 2p, failing to cover the main- 
tained dividend of 7.1p. 

Exel Logistics, the core UK 
third-party distribution arm, 
which accounts for almost half 
group sales, saw a 9 per cent 
slide in profits as new business 
wins from Milk Marque, British 
Steel and Thom EMI failed to 


the impact of a considerable 
management upheaval. The di- 
vision had been broken np into 
12 separately accountable and 
more manageable units re- 
sponsible for supplying differ- 
ent industrie s. , 

Overseas. NFC's loss-making 
European operations fell deep- 
er into the red, losing £10.1m 
compared with 1994’s £4.8m 
deficit. In North America, prof- 
its halved to £l4.7m as re- 
newed business was strode at 
less attractive margins and the 
weak US housing market held 
back the moving services oper- 
ation. The small rest-of-the- 
world business was . flat 
year-on-year. 


Beat it: Coup shifts the power centre of beleaguered music business back to Japan 



spin: Michael Schulhof (left) with Michael Jackson at the signing agreement 
month merging Jackson’s Beatles' songs copyright with Sony's music catalogue 
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for cable 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 

Carlton Omfofomgations Js. 
planning a big push into cable 
and satellite Broadcasting-iand 
overseas television. Alceatiythe 
largest supplier to the ITV het- 
Wfrork. the company intendsto 
- take advantage of new govern- 
ment rules on media ownership 
■cent 


of cable and satellite lai am 
up from 20 per cent before. 

Michael Green, chairman, 
said yesterday: “The multiplic- 
ity of entertainment channels 
that wffl be available to vie wers 
with the expansion of broadcast, 
satellite and cable sys tems 
means that demand for pro- 
gramme material.wfll grow sub- 
stantially. W: intend to be a 
major owner and supplier of 
copyright television material. 




the company bad been talking 
to European media groups 
about possible joint ventures, 
■but refused to rule oat doing a. 
deal with Rupert Murdochs 
empire, which effectively con- 
' trols a large part of UK satel- 
lite broadcasting- 

- As weD as satellite, “there are 

■ well over 1 miDion cable sub- 
scribers and you have got the 
prospect of digital terrestrai 
TV", the spokesman said- 
"There are a range of options 
and wc don't want to be tied to 
any particular one thing.” _ ■ 
The company’s ownerships! 
the franchises for Londonwpfcr 
day television and Cen tral jd- 
*_ kwed it to raise pre-tax pre™ 8 
3Qper cent to £3*7ffl in the year 
to September. Stripping . out a 
: £7m loss on disposal s,, profi ts 

rate39peramLThedroueiM 

\ goes npJ4 per cent to.33.6p.- 

• : Investment Cofomn, page 


Bass keep City guessing on acquisition 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

Bass yesterday kept the. City 
guessing about whether it was 
on the verge on malting a large 


drinks group declined to com- 
ment on the strong speculation 
over the past week. that it was 
consfoeringabfoforLadbroke, 
the betting shops and Hilton 
hotels company. 

Sir Ian Prosser, chairman and 
chief executive, did hint, how- 
ever, that Bass would be pre- 
pared to make a big bid if (he 
right- opportunity arose. An- 
nranjangbetter-thaii -expected 


foil-year profits of £S99m, he said 
there would more than likely be 
farther consolidation in the 
brewing industry in the wake of 
Scottish & Newcastle's recent a c- 
quistion of Courage. 

Analysts interpreted that 
ago that: 


comment as a sign 
interested in buying Carlsberg 
Tfetiey, the fond-largest brewer, 
which, is jointly owned by Allied 
Domecq and Carlsberg of 
Denmark. 

A resurfacing of rumours 
that Sir Christopher Hogg is in 
line to succeed Michael Jadta- 
man as. chairman of Allied 
Domecq also fuelled specula- 


tion that Allied would eventu- 
ally be broken up, starting with 
the sale of Carlsberg Tetley. 

Sir Ian again declined lo 
comment on this particular 
piece of speculation, but openly 
admitted that Bass was losing a 
small amount of market share 
in addition to being tor 
from pole position in the 1 
mg league by S&N. 

However, he stressed that 
“size was not everything'’ and it 
was more important lo grow 
strategically and through prod- 
uct innovation. The City im- 
bibed that message folly 
yesterday and marked the 


shares up 26p to a high of 
695p. 

Analysis upgraded forecasts 
on the news that Bass had in- 
creased pre-tax profits by 11 3 
per cent to £5 99m in the year 
lo 30 September and raised the 
dividend total by 7.6 per cent to 
22.7p. The City’expects Bass to 
make profits of about £650m in 
the current year and £7l0m in 
1996/97. 

The main driver behind the 
profits growth was the fran- 
chised Holiday Inns business, 
which operates 2,080 hotels 
with 370,000 rooms. Operating 
profits from the hotels climbed 


8.6 per cent lo£164m. A further 
487 betels will be added to the 
chain in the next 18 months, 
most of them in the US. 

The company's brewing and 
pub operations also bad a good 
year, with operating profits 
from pubs up from £220m to 
£240ra, and brewing profits im- 
proved from £140m to £144m. 

But the hot summer and the 
effect of the National Lottery 
hit the leisure operations. Gala 
bingo clubs saw profits dip £4m 
to £36m. and Coral betting 
shops returned a static £17m. 

Comment, page 25 
Drinking trends, page 4 


The shock decision on Binder Hamlyn will prompt a rush for limited liability, writes John Willcock 

Thc sboi dexasiori tty the High 
Court - yesterday to award 
record dmDagss and interest of 
£l05magainstBeider Hamlyn 
wffl transform the move by ac- 
countancy firms from partner- . 
ship to Imtited; liability into a 
stampede, mdustty sources said 
last night • - V 

Although" there have been 
claims for damages running 
into the hundreds of nuDiansoT : 
pounds against accountancy 
gnus since the UK wentintp re- 
cession in 1989, tins is by for tiie- 
highest award tty a court. • 

Other firms me particularly - 

.j hi 


Court decision to spark 
Stampede of accountants 



the case against Dinasr, anu UK 
wtwit could personally bankrupt: 
un to 150 present and past pari- 
ng The award for £65m was 
swollen to £105tn by interests. 
and costs, but Binder S prafes- 
sional indemnity only stretebed 
to £ 71 m, creating a £34nt short- 
foil for the partners. Binder is 
the decision. 


jpeaiing against un. 

‘The. case revolved around 
the purchase by ADT Michael 
Ashcroft's car auctions and 
electronic alarms group, of 
Britannia Securities Group in 
Ffebruaiy 1990- 


Binder audited Britannia, and 
signed off its audit in October 
1989 with Britannia’s net assets 
listed as £365m. The firm had 
no further contact with Britan- 
nia until S January 1990 when it 
astetia Binder partner to attend 
a meeting with ADX which 
wanted to buy the company. 

The High Court case hinged 
on ADTs claim that Martyn 
Bebop, audit partner of Binder, 
assumed responsibility to it at 
the January 1990 meeting by re- 
stating that the 1989 accounts, 
which bis firm had audited, 
showed a true and foir view of 
the state of affairs of BSG. 

ADT claimed that the ac- 
■coants did not give a true pic- 
ture, that this was caused by 
Binder’s negligence aud it had 
suffered loss. 

.. On Binder’s information, 
ADT believed that a premium 
over tiie BSG share price of 25 


per cent would lead to an 
agreed takeover. 

An ADT director, John J er- 
mine, told the court that at the 
crucial meeting Mr Bishop had 
told him that he had no reason 
to change his mind over the 
BSG accounts, which showed a 
true and fair view of the com- 
pany’s financial position. 

Mr Justice May said in his 
judgment “I judged Mr Jer- 
mine's oral evidence to be gen- 
erally quietly impressive and 
entirety credible. J was less im- 
pressed with Mr Bishop’s cred- 
ibility." He said that if Mr 
Bishop had qualified his state- 
ments on BSG, ADT would 
have takes stock. 

“The more serious the qual- 
ification, the less likely it would 
have hero that ADT would 
have proceeded with the bid on 
the terms (hen contemplated.” 

The judge went on: “I have 


held that on 5.1.90 Mr Bishop 
stood by the accounts and 
thereby assumed responsibility 
to ADT for the professional 
competence with which they 
had been prepared and 1 have 
held that ADT relied on what 



Ashcroft Case related to 
sale of his car auction firm 


Mr Bishop said. 

“Insofar as Binder's admit 
that they were in certain re- 
spects negligent in the auditing 
and certification of those ac- 
counts. it follows that they were 
in breach of the responsibility 
which 1 have held that they 
assumed." 

The decision has alarmed 
other accountancy firms. Al- 
though KPMG has already 
sought to escape crippling pro- 
fessional indemnity insurance 
rales by switching from part- 
nership to limited liability sta- 
tus, other are now under severe 
pressure to follow suiL 

The managing partner of one 
leading accountancy firm said 
that the ADT award would in- 
evitably spur the move towards 
incorporation. “I don’t think it's 
a sea change - but it's certain- 
ly a high crested wave." 

Arthur Andersen itself looks 
to have escaped any liability for 
the 3 ward. Former Binder part- 
ners who wound up at Stoy Hay- 
ward and Grant Thornton may 
not be so lucky. There was 
considerable confusion on this 
point last night. 

Comment, page 25 


Resignation 
puts Sony’s US 
arm in doubt 


DAVID USBORNE 

New fork 

The fate of Sony Corporation’s 
struggling music and film studio 
interests in the US was up in the 
air yesterday after the sudden res- 
ignation of the head of its Amer- 
ican operations for the past six 
years. Michael Schulhof. 

Mr Schulhof, who engineered 
Sony's move into the enter- 
tainment industry at the end of 
the Eighties, was ousted from his 
position as president and chief 
executive of the Sony Corpora- 
tion of America late on Tuesday. 

The removal of Mr Schulhof 
in effect shifts the power cen- 
tre in Sony's US subsidiaries 
back from America to Sony 
headquarters in Japan. No suc- 
cessor has been named and 
Mr Schulhof.s responsibilities 
will pass lo management in 
Tokyo, led by Sony's new pres- 
ident Nobuyuki Idei. 

On Wall Street, meanwhile, 
speculation was rising that Sony 
may be templed to fmd new in- 
vestors for its Film and music 
units or even unload them en- 
tirely. “It's more likely now 
that they'D spin off the movie 
and music operations,” sug- 
gested Dennis McAlpine of 
Josepbthal Lyon & Ross. 

Mr Schulhof led Sony into the 
entertainment business, first 


with the acquisition in 1988 of 
CBS Records for $2bn arid, a 
year later, with the $5bn pur- 
chase of Columbia Pictures 
Entertainment Inc. 

Analysis calculate that today 
the combined entertainment 
interests may be worth no more 
than S8bn. not much more than 
the company's original invest- 
ments. 

Nor has Sony's foray into 
Hollywood been happy. Last 
year the company revealed that 
it had accumulated S3-2bn in 
write-offs and losses in its movie 
studios. Although the film di- 
vision has since picked up a lit- 
tle. it has had no big hits. Sony 
Music has also faced hard times 
recently, its share of the US 
market dipping to 13.t> per cent 
from 17.3 percent in 1993. Most 
recently, it was hit by the dis- 
appointing performance of 
Michael Jackson's blest album. 
H/Stoiy. 

Mr Schulhof. 53. said he was 
leaving Sony because he want- 
ed to “explore a new enterpre- 
neurial role outside of the 
corporation and I am eager to 
get on with it". 

Any attempt by Sony to draw 
in its horns in Hollywood would 
represent another chapter in the 
humbling of Japanese corpo- 
rations faced with disappoint- 
ing American investments. 
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Carlton finds winning formula 


Carlton Communications was little 
more than a stock market tipsheet pub- 
lisher called Fleet Street Letter when 
Michael Green arrived in the 1980s. 
The transformation since then has 
been remarkable. First Mr Green 
turned the company into one of the 
wonder stocks of the subsequent stock 
market boom and, more impressively, 
has since created one of the most re- 
spected media stocks of the 1990s. 

The turning point was winning the 
London weekday ITV franchise from 
Thames in 1 993, which was quickly fol- 
lowed by the £758ra agreed takeover 
of Central, the Midlands broadcasLer. 
Together these have created the net- 
work's lea ding supplier of programmes 
just at the time when television ad- 
vertising is back in demand. 

The result was to raise profits before 
exceptional by 39 per cent to £254m 
in the year to September, before a £7m 
loss on the sale of two small business- 
es in the period. Shareholders share in 
the spoils, with a dividend raised 14 per 
cent to 23.6p, after a final of 143p. 

Carlton had some residual dowry ef- 
fect from the acquisition of Centra] 
part-why through 1994, which flat- 
tered the latest figures, but underlying 
profits are still up 30 per cent. The tun- 
ing of the Central deal looks excellent 
Carlton has had the best year for ad- 
vertising for many years, raising rev- 
enues 9 per cent during the past 12 
months, against an 1TV market up 7 
per cent. The company has cashed in 
on the recovery and has also won mar- 
ket share from its arch-rival London 
Weekend Television in the capital’s fe- 
rociously competitive advertising mar- 
keL The combination of both 
franchises' advertising arms in Carlton 
UK Sales, now commanding 32 per 
cent of ITV advertising revenue, has 
obviously been a winning formula. 

Profits from the core television op- 
eration soared from £71.6m to £123m, 
a momentum that will clearly be diffi- 
cult to sustain. Some media buyers arc 
looking forward to continued growth 
in advertising revenues of around 6 or 
7 per cent, but City analysts are more 
cautious, with James Capel expecting 
something nearer 5 per cent 

Carlton has a firm base in the UK, 
making 27 per cent of ITV pro- 
grammes by value and having already 
been recommissioned for seven of 
this year’s top 10 drama productions. 
The idea is to build on that foundation, 
moving into new areas like cable and 
satellite at home and new regions, such 
as recent deals in France and Singa- 
pore. So far the picture is mixed. Con- 
tinued losses at Carlton Home 
Entertainment and a squeeze on mar- 
gins hit the videocassette operation, 
cutting profits by 9 per cent to £60.7m. 


Carlton Communications: at a glance 


Iflartefvalue: £ 2 ^ 25 n;sliare plies 219.03 


Five-year record' 

1991; 

1892 

1983 

1994 

-1895 

Iwnover {£bn) 

6 054 

0.64 

1.00 

1.40 

7.58 

Pre-tax profits (Gin) . ■ ■ 

.... 88$," 

100- 

126 

190 

247. 


(=: 25.4 

38.4 

42.0 

50.5 

60.0 

Dividends per share (penca) 

'155-. 

.17,0 

18.7 

20.7 

23.6 


Operating profit 

by business 
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Broadcast I Production Sand - 

Television — & Distribution . Products 


Further growth may be limited by new 
technologies. 

Capet's forecast of £292m group 
profits this year would pot the shares, 
up 3p at £10.03, on a forward multi- 
ple of 14. Reasonable value. 


Costs key to 
NFC’s future 


These were appalling figures from 
NFC, a fact the company admits freely, 
as new managements are wont to do 
-it is their last chance to blame some- 
one else. The question facing investors 
is the extent to which the slump in pre- 
tax profits in the year to October is a 
reflection of the previous regime’s in-- 
competence or die fundamental un- 
attractiveness of the markets in which 
NFC operates. 

The figures, showing pre-tax profits 
tumbling from £105.6m to £38.6m, 
earnings per share a miserable 2p 
compared to last time’s 11.2p and the 
full-year dividend badly uncovered at 
7Jp. are largely irrelevant because, pre- 
dictably, this was a kitchen sink job, in- 
d tiding £35m of exceptional provisions 
to cover the new chief executive Gerry 
Murphy's restructuring. 

On the face of it he appears to be 
doing the right things, including a sen- 
sible sub-division of the £lbn-tumover 


Share price 

pence 



Exel Logistics arm into 12 separately 
accountable operations. There is a re- 
alism about his acknowledgement that 
trading conditions have changed ir- 
revocably from the early years of the 
1980s when transport outsourcing was 
in its infancy and the likes of NFC couJd 
charge customers what they wanted. 

Now, customers are more sophisti- 
cated and the market too heavily sup- 
plied for anything but wafer-thin 
margins. As operating profits of £88J5m 
on sales of £2l2bn confirm, returns are 
unappealing. But not everything can be 
levelled at the state of the- market. Sales 
are not NFC’s problem (they rose 7 per 
cent in the year), but getting a decent 
return on them and on assets employed 
(NFC’s chosen measure) is a bigger 
challenge, given the fixed nature ofthe 
contracts that are its stock in trade. 

Obligations stretching out three or 
even five years must be met, even if the 
terms are unfavourable, which means 
the only option open to NFC is to cut 
its doth to match prevailing conditions. 
A thousand jobs have gone already 
since Mr Murphy's restructuring began 
in the summer but many more have 
come on board with, for example, the 
joint venture distribution company 
with Bass. Keeping the lid on costs in 
a company employing 37,000 around 
the wond is the key to transforming this 
old paternalistic behemoth into a lean, 
commercial enterprise. 

Profit forecasts were trimmed 


sharply to about £95m, putting the 
shares on a prospective pnee/eamings 
ratio of 14 at the current 139p, down 
I0p. If this is a genuine recovery stock 
that is good value, but in a tough mar- 
ket the risks are high- Fairly priced. 


Berisford sees 
return to profit 


The re-shaping of Berisford, the 
former commodities group, has pro- 
gressed a fair distance sinc e Alan 
Bowketl took control in 1992, though 
It has not been without setbacks. 

The old commodities businesses 
such as British Sugar have long gone. 
Other peripheral interests such Euro- 
trailer, a rentals operation, were dis- 
posed of last year for a total of £24m. 
Still to go are the agribusiness division 
and some properties that are being 
smartened up for sale. 

Berisford now has rwo legs: its Mag- 
net kitchens and joinery division, 
which was bought nearly two years agp, 
and the American catering equip- 
ment business, IRfelbilL, which was ac- 
quired earlier this year. 

Given the problems in the housing 
market and the string of dire an- 
nouncements that have come from 
other DIY and building materials 
companies, the market was braced for 
bad news yesterday. Berisford shares 
plunged 15 per cent in June following 
a Magnet-induced profits warning. 

In fact, tbe outcome was better 
than feared, pushing the shares up 17p 
to 190p. Pre-tax profits for the year to 
September were £26. 9m after last 
year* £3.2m loss. It is Berisfortfs first 
full-year profit for five years. 

Though operating in tough condi- 
tions, Magnet is performing cred- 
itably. Its profits increased from ffiTm 
to £102m though there has been some 
sacrifice in the margin over the second 
half. Costs have been cut via job loss- 
es and a factory closure. But £12m has 
been invested in a new distribution fleet 
and refurbished showrooms. 

Welbih turned in £28m in its first pe- 
riod and looks a good deal. Wdbflt is 
hoping to ride on tbe bade of the fast- 
food expansion world-wide. 

With £11 lm net cash Berisford can 
easily fund expansion. Thzgets are 
likely to be smaller building supplies 
businesses whose products can be sold 
through Magnet’s 200 outlets. At Wel- 
bflt the moves are likely to be into re- 
lated areas such as a commercial 
dishwasher manufacturer. 

With profits of £37m forecast this 
year, die shares stand on a forward rat- 
ing of less than 12. Attractive. 
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Former Barings chief 
comes 


So Andrew Tbckey has not 
been demoted to a broom 
cupboard in the basement of ' 

the new Baring building. 

That story now appears to 
have been put about for the 
benefit of the Bank of 
F-ngfand. 

The former deputy chair- 
man of Britain's oldest bank - 
who resigned “as a matter of 
honour” after foiling to spot a 
£900m loss - is in feet enjoy- . 
mg a spacious office on the 
executive floor. This in spite 
of promises from the Bank of 
England Governor, Eddie 
George, that he would need 
his approval to work again in 
the City. 

“It may look like a large 
office but he is sharing it 
with someone,” says a Bar- 
ings man who appears em- 
barrassed by the presence of 
the man known as Tfcfloa. 
Now a consultant to the 
bank’s corporate finance arm 
Mr Tuckey is still the subject 
of a Securities and Futures 
Association investigation. 

“You should not be on this 
floor and you should not be 
looking in that direction,” 
says the banker. Sony. 

Fbrte makes a second strate- 
gic blunder in its bid to stay 





JF* 


out of Geny Robinson’s 
dutches. The recruitment of 
Cazenove to the phalanx of 
Forte advisers has given the 
Granada boss another op- 
portunity for espionage. ■ 
Much like the executive din- 
ing rooms at fellow advisers 
SBC Warburg, the Caz refec- 
tories areaiso supplied by ' 
Sutcliffe, Granada's contract 
catering division. 

Mr Robinson might con- 
sider the purchase of a wait- 
er’s uniform and a elver 
platter a sensible investment 

The more one thinks about it 
the more lenient Nick Lee- 
son’s sentence looks. Six and 
a half years in Singapore’s 
Changijail is a day; at the 
beach compared with the 
penalties being handed down 
in the Far East for other 
forms Of financ ial crime. 
China, for example, has im- 
posed the death penalty for 
fiddling the VAT man. 

lb the Western mind (Cus- 
toms & Excise excepted) this 
mig ht appear a little hareh. 
But the Singapore press 
notes that VAT fraud is 
widespread in China, with 
943 cases reported last year 
at a cost of 24.78bn yuan (a 
lot of wonga). The death 


penalty takes effect from 
next April and applies to 
those “making and sellin g 
fake VAT invoices”. Any tax 
officials implicated in W 
fraud mil also be executed. 

But that is not an end to 
the matter. The authorities 
have also cut VAT export re- 
bates, claiming that it would 
take China two years to pay 
the 55bn yuan it owes ex- 
porters in unpaid rebates. 

“1 want to say I am sorry,*' 
said Xiang Huaichcag, 
deputy director of tbe na- 
tional taxation administra- 
tion. “The Ministry of 
Finance docs not have the 
money.” 

Michael Green, the cigar- 
chomping chairman OtCarl- 
ton Communications, is 
suitably underwhelmed by 
the news that the Indepen- 
dent Television Commission 
is to give a total of £800,000 
back to the 16 ITV compa- 
nies in the form ‘of licence 
fee rebates. “It will pay for 
my children’s school fees,” 
sniffs the media mogul, “but 
it's not going to double the 
share price.” 

One wonders which lofty 
establishment Mr Green’s 
children go to. 



-r:. 
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And finalty- news reaches ns from BMW£ 
which is trying to convince the City that its 
four-year-old electric car (above) is the vehicle 
to be seal in. Created by the propeUor heads 
at BMWTbdudk, tfae maker’s design centre. 


the El made its dflrnt at the 1991 FYankftirt 
Motor Shota Bat with another hike in petrol 
duty you never kntwrytrar hick. So (wood are 
the Germans that they are wheeling it ont 
again to mark: BMW. Tbchnik’s 10th birthday. 


ONE CALL AND 
YOU’RE COVERED. 



Stripping off Clarke’s bikini 
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S tatistics are like bikinis, Ken- 
neth Clarke told the THy Par- 
ty conforence, as he teased them 
with hints about a tax-cutting 
Budget: more interesting for 
what they conceal than what they 
reveal. Could he have had his 
own Budget in mind? The vital 
statistic that made the headlines 
were not all that they seemed. 

Despite the big increase in the 
forecast for public borrowing 
next year, the Chancellor suc- 
ceeded in portraying his Budget 
as cautious by claiming he had 
found the money for his £3bn tax 
giveaway by matching spending 
cuts. On both counts Mr Clarke 
is open to challenge. 

Labour's jibe of 7p up, lp 
down was too charitable. Com- 
pared with the position this 
year, Mr Clarke hardly cut 
taxes at aJL For one thing , the 
ore m road fiiel and tobacco du- 
ties wiD bring in an extra £1 3bn. 
This is not altered by the fact 
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in the form of an intention to 
raise them in real terms by 5 and 
3 per cent a year respectively in 
the 1993 Budget. 

Then there is the increase in 
the council tax which is implied 
by the Government’s own pro- 
jections. Tbny Havers, an expert 
in local government at the JLSE, 
expects rises of 8-9 per cent. 
This is what the Treasury itself 
seems to be projecting, with 
council tax revenues set to rise 
by £700m to £9.9bn next year. 

Taking these two sources of 
revenue into account, Mr 
Clarke’s giveaway of £3bn is re- 
duced to a billion. But it isn't 
only his claim to have cut taxes 
that does not stand up to 
scrutiny. For the Chancellor 
didn’t hold the line on expen- 
diture to anything like the ex- 
tent he suggested. 

On the surface, the clamp- 


down on spending looks as im- 
pressive as the rhetoric. Against 
a background in which real 
public spending has risen at an 
annual rate of almost 2 per cent 
in the past 15 years, the Trea- 
sury’s objective for tbe next fi- 
nancial year certainly appears 
tough- The control total - which 
excludes debt interest and cycli- 
cally varying social security pay- 
ments - is set to fall by almost 
1 percent 

But delve more deeply into 
the details and doubts creep in- 
included in the control total of 
£260bn next year is a cut in the 
housing budget of about half a 
billion pounds, which comes 
from the first tranche in the sell- 
off in the Housing Corpora- 
tion’s loan portfolio. Hie 
Department of Transport’s bud- 
get also gains by about a bfliion 
pounds from the sale of the 
rolling stock companies, after a 
boost of £800m this year. 

These are privatisations that 



dare not speak their names, and 
in common with most other pri- 
vatisation proceeds, should be 
treated as extra revenue rather 
than as spending offsets. 

The much-vaunted successor 
to privatisation is the Private Fi- 
nance Initiative, under which 
public works are privately fi- 
nanced. Spending under the PFI 
will jump from £600m this year 
to £L9bn next year. 

The cost to the taxpayer is 
postponed until the services 
derived from PFI contracts be- 
come available, but the bill will 
eventually be presented. 

Then there is the lottery to 
consider.-So for the effect of the 
Government's sparkling new 
stream of revenue - this time a 
tax that dares not speak its name ■ 
- has been amply to flatter the 
PSBR. Next year, however, the 
distribution fond begins to shell 
out money in earnest Lottery- 
financed expenditure is poised 
to rise from £300m this year to 
£l.4bn in 1996/7. 

Last June, the Chancellor 
redefined the Government's 
overall expenditure target to ex- 
clude spending financed tty the 
lottery. But the Treasury does 
take account of it in its pre- 
sentation of public capital 
spending, which in its absence 
would fell in real terms by 13 per 
cent next year rather than the 
8 per cent decline shown in the 
Red Book. As wd saw in the 
clash between William Wal de- 
grave and Vir ginia Bottomley 
before the Budget, the Chief 
Secretary, for one, sees the 


availability of lottery finance as 
a reason for cutting depart- 
mental spending. 

What happens when we in- 
clude these elements in the 
public spending totals? The 
control total, when adjusted to 
take account of the privatisation 
proceeds from the bousing cor- 
poration loan book and the 
rolling stock companies, to- 
gether with planned PFI spend- 
ing, is flat in real terms rather 
than tbe 1 per cent official de- 
cline. When adjusted similarly, 
overall expenditure, which also 
includes lottery-financed spend- 
ing, rises by almost half a per 
cent rather than falling by the 
same amount. 

Remember, this is the plan. 
In the past two years, an infla- 
tion under-run has turned 
planned austerity into a more 
lenient regime by allowing 
planned cash totals to purchase 
more in the way of goods and 
services. There is a good chance 
that this could occur ag ain in 
1996/7. 

More important, the curbs o«£ 
public spending bear the hall- 
marks of a temporary rather 
than a permanent change. 
There is a pay policy - again one 
that dares not speak its name- 
in the form of a freeze on the 
public sector pay bill. All pay 
policies have eventually col- 
lapsed, arid it is unclear why this 
one should defy that rule. There 
are further attempts to root out 
waste, and crude measures such 
as the imposition of the 12 per 
cent real cut in running costs 
over the next three years. 

So did Mr Clarke have his 
Budget in mind when he raised 
the subject of b ikinis ? As he 
said, when teasing the party 
faithful about tax cuts: you 
might say that, I couldn't pos- 
sibly comment 
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Margin pressure eases for BTP 

BTP has seen falls of up to 20 per cent in raw material costs since 

September and October, easing the recent pressure on margins. 
The chemicals group bad suffered price increases of as much as 
80 per cent earlier in the year. BTP shrugged aside the problems 
in the first halt lifting pre-tax profits 16 per cent to £21m in the 
six months to September. The dividend goes up 4.6 per cent to 3.85p. 

Chamberlain Phipps profits slump 

Chamberlain Phipps has seen pre-tax profits slump from £4.46m 
to £2-81m in the six months to September, but is holding the in- 
terim dividend at 2.7p. Europe’s leading supplier of footwear and 
footwear material&said the results were disappointing, but trad- 
ing had improved since October. The backlog of airing 1996 or- 
ders was now comparable to the initial levels of last spring 


; 


< 


i 














. INDEPENDENT 


* THUltSDSf 7 DECEMBER tops 


27 



np'v 


►So fi. 

tk?- ^ 

U ifi f,j. 


t 

v;U 


DATA BANK 


market report/shares 




In takeover frame as investor builds stake 


TAKING STOCK 




Christies International, the 
world -ftiiiQUfi auctioneer, 
could soon be under the bid 
hammer. 

Joseph Lewis, a Bahamas- 
based investor, has acquired 12 
■“S^on shares in, two days. 



SHARE SPOTLIGHT 



The group’s shares rose 4p 
to 213p, coppers below then 
year's high. 

It is thought Mr Lewis has 
been stallring Christies for 
more than a year. His buying 
first attracted attention, in the 
summer when, through his in- 
vestment vehicle Abet he said 
he had 16 per cent. 

The auctioneers are famil- 
iar with large overseas share- 
holders. Japanese interests 
have featured on the group’s 
share register and' Sweden’s 
^hDenbergfamOyoocel^!7J 
per cenL ADT, the controver- 


sial car auction and security 
group created by Michael 
Ashcroft which is now based in 
Bermuda, once had a 24 per 
cent interest Tb cut debts itwas 
forced to sell - losing an esti- 
mated £80m. 

Mr Lewis could be banking 
on a Christies tradmgupsurgc. 
Profits last year fell£l5m to 
£16.4m. The market is looking 
for £20m this year and more 
than £25m next. 

1 But the speed of his build- 
up is more likely to herald a 
more predatory interest A 
fine art collector and racehorse 
breeder he is said to speculate 
in the currency markets. 

He is not noted as a cot 
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of the year 


rate player, although he 
been involved with quoted 
Lon d on companies, including 
a leisure group. 

The stock market had a 


from a 17-2-poinisfaD to an 116- 
gain and ending L4 down at 
3,662& New York's failure to 


bold the 52 00 level, touched 
in early trading, ensured a late 
rally petered out 

Government stocks offered 
a little inspiration, despite a 
poor reception to the auction. 
They scored gains of over £1, 
encouraged by US Treasuries. 

The footsie upheaval was 
announced after the market 
closed. Anticipating its depar- 
ture, Inches pe slumped 19p to 
217p but Midlands Electrici- 
ty, helped along by its proposed 
special dividend and share 
split, took its removal calmly, 
gaming 18p'to983p. 

British Petroleum followed 
the Government’s share sale 
with a 7p gain to 524p with 
Smith Barney, the US invest- 


ment house, and NatWest Se- 
curities backing the shares. 
NatWest was also keen on 
Shell, up 5.5p to 820_5p. 

BT continued to decline, 
worried by the proposed Oftel 
price curbs and increasing 
competition. The shares fell 6p 
to352p, lowest for three years. 

Bass jumped 26p to 695p 
following its results; Ladbrofce. 
despite the failure of the ru- 
moured Bass bid to materialise, 
gained 2Ap to 160p. Rank Or- 
ganisation's encouraging trad- 
ing statement lifted the shares 
16p to 425p. 

Berisford gained 17p to 
190p following its profits re- 
covery, but NFC lost lOp to 
139p after its profit collapse. 


Vymura. the wallcovering 
group, slumped 35p to I04p on 
a profits warning. 

W illiams Holdings gained 
7p to 32lp with SBC V&rburg 
moving from hold to buy. 

Standard Chartered fell 16p 
to 5S8p (after 5S0.5p) as sto- 
ries. subsequently denied, cir- 
culated that it planned to close 
its money market and deriva- 
tives operations. 

Megalomedia, the new 
Saatchi vehicle, continued its 
beady progress, gaining a fur- 
ther lip at 94p~ The shares 
were relisted on AIM on Hies- 
day at 33p. 

Another AIM newcomer 
had a spectacular start Flom- 
erics, a software group, was 
placed at 130p and dosed at 
205p. Profits of around 
£400,000 are forecast for this 
year agains t £406,700. Pet City, 
with 35 superstores selling pet 
requirements, is due to make 
its AIM debut today and some 
suggest another heady perfor- 


mance. The shares were placed 
at 3Q0p and an opening price 
of more than 350p is expect ed. 

T&N was actively traded 
ahead of an expected US judg- 
ment over asbestos claims. 
The shares shaded to 120p. 

(□off Resources, involved in 
bid talks, had another eventful 
session, jumping I4p to 92p 
with stories going the rounds 
a deal had been agreed. The 
shares have become a specu- 
lators' delight 

Recently they fell back 
sharply as rumours the talks 
had been abandoned went the 
rounds. 

Newcomer Wilmington, 
once part of the Maxwell em- 
pire, made an impressive start, 
closing at 61p against the 50p 
issue price. 

Psion, the hand-held com- 
puter group, continued to suf- 
fer from the loss of NatWest 
Securities as one of its two mar- 
ket-makers. The shares tum- 
bled 70p to 765p. 


0 Pan Andean, a tiddler 
seeking oil and gas in Bolivia, 
is said to have fined np an 
impressive partner Tor its 
friaaias development. One 
name ir *he frame is the US 
oil group Murphy. The AIM- 
traded company has already 
linked with BHJ? the 
Australian giant, for its other 
Bolivian venture, the Chapare 
block. A progress report, 
likely to be encouraging, is 
expected shortly on Chapare. 
The shares are 17 JL5p. They 
have touched 18J5p and been 
as low as 12.75p. 

0 Robert H Lowe, a 
packaging, printing and 
sportswear group rescued by 
David Sebire, is acquiring 
Majoca, a corrugated paper 
business, for £2.2 m in shares 
and a further payment of up 
to £2m. It is Lowe’s first 
s ignifican t deal since it was 
restructured last year. The 
shares rose 2p to 17p. 
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Other details: xr Ex rights x Ex-dividend a Ex-all u Unlisted Securiuea. Market 
5 Suspended pp Partly Paid pm NQ Paid Shares. Source: Finstot. 

THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 
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The Independent Index, including its portfolio facility.- phone fVttH 123 333. 
For assistance, call our helpline 07] 873 437$ f^JOani - S.VTpm). 
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Samoa travel far 


for due respect 


As the rugby union authorities 
in England and Scotland are 
more used to brickbats than 
bouquets, they may be pleased 
to know that in one faraway cor- 
ner of the rugby world they are 
held up as paragons of far- 
sighted virtue. 

Ever since they were cast 
adrift by the big unions of the 
southern hemisphere at the 
end of the World Cup. the 
Western Samoans have been 
engaged in a battle for their 
islands' very survival as an 
international-playing country. 
Remember, only six months 
ago Samoa were Worid Cup 
quarter-finalists for the second 
time, which is more than could 
be said, for example, of Wales. 

As it happens - and no thanks 
to the New Zealand and Aus- 
tralian Rugby Unions -they are 
winning the battle, and in pro- 
paganda terms they could 
scarcely have had a greater 
opportunity than the tour of 
Scotland and England, which 
will conclude with the Twick- 
enham lest, a 78,000 sell-out, on 
Saturday week. 

It e both poignant and pointed 
that the Western Samoa team 
have had to come half-way round 
the world to stare their case, and 
a charitable view would be that 
a combination of the distance and 
the unfriendly weather has had 
its effect on an indifferent play- 
ing record including defeats by 
Cambridge University, the Mid- 
lands and North but lightened by 
the superb achievement in draw- 
: ng with the Soots. 

On the other hand, this would 
be to patronise the Samoans 
and, as this is their accusation 
against their nearest neigh- 
bours, they are happier to stand 


Steve Bale on the island determined to 
remain part of international- rugby union 
despite being cast adrift by its neighbours 


or fall on their own considerable 
merits. “All I can do is express 
the gratitude we feel that we 

have been given this opportunity 
and that we are being accorded 
the full status of a worthy 

inte rnatio nal opponent," Bryan 

Williams, coach and habitual 
front man, said. 

“We would like other unions 
to give us the sam e respect but 
closer to home it’s been a very 
slow process. 1 have taken my 
concerns to the New Zealand 
Rugby Union but I have to say 
their attitude is pretty patron- 
ising, even towards me. The All 

‘I have taken my 
concerns to the 
NZRU but their 
attitude is pretty 
patronising’ 


Blacks have never been to 
Samoa and neither have Aus- 
tralia, yet both Wales and Scot- 
land have, and the very fact that 
we are here in England tends to 
reinforce the contrast in the way 
we are treated." 

As Williams is one of the 
all-time great All Blacks, a 
phenomenally gifted wing of 
Samoan descent who illumi- 
nated the Seventies, the un- 
neighbourly negativism has 
been hard to take. And when 
the South African, Australian 


and New Zealand unions got 
into bed with Rupert Murdoch 
with their £360m television deal 
announced on the eve of the 
World Cup final m June bis very 
worst fears were realised. 

Williams had warned that to 
exclude Samoa from the Sanra 
competition would be a death 
sentence to the national team, 
since the leading players would 
either sell themselves to rugby 
league or else play rugby union 
not only in Australia or New 
Zealand but for Australia or 
New Zealand. After the World 
Cup six of the squad who had 
been in South Africa went to 
league and one to Japan. 

The effect was felt not simply 
on Williams's squad but on die 
country itself, since according to 
the coach's often-repeated apho- 
rism, “rugby to the Samoans is 
as bread is to butter, as shoes are 
to feet." Samoans are also pro- 
foundly religious people - the 
touring party holds prayer meet- 
ings most evenings and imme- 
diately before and after every 
match- and, without being flip- 
pant, you could say their prayers 
are being answered. 

As the only defence then 
available, Williams tried to sig n 
the Samoans up to the rival 
rugby circus proposed by Mur- 
doch’s broadcasting antagonist, 
Kerry Packer, and it was only 
after that pie-in-the-sky had 
crumbled that the Samoans at 
last had a piece of good fortune 
when he bumped into Michael 
Fay, the merchant banker and 
yachting buff whose money bad 



Bryan Williams, the Western Samoa coach, is thankful for the encouragement received from the home unions Photograph: Peter Jay 


been behind New Zealand's 
America's Cup challenges. 

“The Packer thing seemed to 
give us a lifeline when we were 
desperate and when it fell over 
some of the players decided 
they weren’t going to wait 
around any longer. But then I 
happened to meet Michael at 
a function and when he said he 
enjoyed the rugby our team had 


played 1 told him the problems 
we had. 

“He invited me to see him, we 
had some discussions and things 
graduated from there so that we 
now have a package in place that 
secures the financial position of 
our players. It’s only a beginning 
but Pm sure people would agree 
we deserved a bit of luck.” 

The next problem to solve is 


regular international competi- 
tion and Williams is immersed 
m establishing an annual Pan- 
Pacific competition involving 
the other island countries 
together with Argentina, 
America, Canada and Japan. 
More urgently, he bad to put to- 
gether a radically changed 
squad to make this tour in 
Scotland and England. 


For a while there was concern 
that, whether through lack of 
finance or of adequate man- 
power, the Samoans might not 
make the trip. “There was a point 
when I was at my whs’ end, but 
once we announced the Fay deal 
and there was the prospect of this 
Pan- Pacifi c tournament the play- 
ers felt there was a future fbr 
Manu Samoa,” WDIiazns said. 


“The difficulty is that when 
you lose players as we have you 
lose vital experience, the prawn 
ability of players to perform in 
front of big crowds, to be away 
from home and play, in foreign 
conditions." Saturday mil bring 
them to Gloucester, and for a 
Samoan there could not be 
anything much more foreign 
than that. 
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Hart finally appointed New Zealand coach 


John Hart, one of the coaches 
who bad-mouthed England 
during the 1991 World Cup, be- 
latedly realised a lifetime s am- 
bition yesterday when he was 
appointed New Zealand coach 
at the fourth time of applying, 
writes Steve Bale. 

As it was also his 50th birth- 
day, the former Auckland coach 
had a double cause for cele- 
bration, the main one being that 
this is a professional appoint- 
ment which, according to re- 
ports which the new appointee 


has denied, is worth up to a per- 
formance-related £86,000 a 
year. 

“Rest assured it is not the 
figure that is being touted in the 
press," Hart said, although he 
declined to reveal the exact 
amount “I guess I'm an adage 
that if you try, try, try again, you 
might finally get there." 

EEs first task as successor to 
Laurie Mains, whom be has 
sometimes bitterly opposed, is 
to prepare the AD Blacks for the 
most arduous year in their 


history, including two Tests 
each against Australia and Scot- 
land, one against Western 
Samoa and an extraordinary five 
against South Africa. 

“If ever there was a reason 
not to stand, it was when I saw 
the itinerary. I guess that’s part 
of the challenge," he said. 
Among the other contenders 
was Maurice Trapp, the 
Englishman who succeeded 
Hart as Auckland coach in 1987 
when the provincial side - for 
whom Hart played 26 times at 


scrum-half in the late Sixties and 
early Seventies - were in the 
middle of the greatest period in 
their history. 

Hart previously lost votes to 
become All Black coach to 
Alex Wyllie in 1988 and Mains 
in 1992 and a year ago, though 
he was a national selector from 
1987-91 and was imposed on 
Wyllie as co-coach during the 
1991 World Cup, when the 
relationship between the two 
was never better than extremely 
tense. 


CHRISTMAS CDs FOR 
EVERY READER WITH 
THE INDEPENDENT 


MUSIC FROM 

CLASSICAL 

MASTERPIECES 

1. Wagner: Prelude to Act 
III of Lohengrin 

2. Vivaldi: Flute Concerto 
La Notcc in G Minor 

3. Tchaikovsky: Whfrz 
from Symphony No.5 
in E Minor 

4. Schumann: The 
Stranger from Album 
Fbr Youth 

5. Tartini: Clarinet 
Concerto No .3 Finale 

6. Hoddinort: Quodlibet 
On Welsh Nursery- 
Tunes 

7. Holst: Mars from The 
Planets 

8. Finite: Berceuse 

9. Warlock Capriol Suite 

10. Schuberr: Moment 
Musical 

1 1. Mozart: Eine KJeine 
.Nachcmusik 

12. j- S. Bach: Sleepers' 
Wake 


g^Sfmsical Masterpieces comprises 
I 12 works by composers ranging 
V^fom Bach to Wagner and is 
the third of four ideal CD gifts we 
are offering you this week. • 

For £2.99 a copy, including free 
postage and packing, Classical 
Masterpieces is the perfect stocking 
filler for Christmas. You may order 
as many Classical Masterpieces CDs 
as you wish for £2.99 each, but first 
you must collect two differently 
numbered tokens. 

On Sunday and Monday we gave 
you Tokens 1 and 2 and an order 
form for our first CD, Christmas 
Carols . On Tuesday we gave you 
Token 3, and yesterday saw Token 4 
plus the order form for the second 
CD, Real Blues. 

Today we are giving you Token 5, 





y’-"- 


and tomorrow we will give you Tbken 
6 and an order form for Classical 
Masterpieces. On Saturday we will 
print Tokens 7 and 8 with a final copy 
of the order form for Rock & Roll 
Legends , the fourth CD. 

You can use any combination of 
two differently numbered tokens to 
order any of the four CDs. Only 
orders received by Tuesday 12 
December 1995 will be guaranteed 
delivery for Christmas, n your order 
is received after this date, please 
allow 28 days delivery. The offer is 
subj'ect to availability and is 
applicable to readers in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland (please send 
Sterling only). 

If you have any queries, please call 
01708 386888. The offer doses on 31 
March 1996. 
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'V INDEPENDENT 


SEE TOMORROW’S PAPER FOR TOKEN 6 AND THE ORDER FORM 


New format 
agreed for 
European Cup 


North are backed into corner 


CLEM THOMAS 


The format for next season’s 
European Cup, which has been 
worrying the Rugby Football 
Union before they give ap- 
proval for English dubs to take 
part, has been settled, accord- 
ing to reports in France. 

There will be 20 teams - four 
each from France, England and 
W&Ies, three each from Ireland 
and Scotland, and one from 
Italy. The 20th place will be de- 
cided by a play-off between 
foe second Italian team and the 
top Romanian side. Tim is 
because of foe extremely poor 
showing of Fanil Constanta in 
this year’s competition, and is 
an attempt to ensure that only 
strong teams qualify. 

There are to be four pools of 
five teams, and each team will 
play two home and two away 
matches. The top team in each 
pool will progress to foe semi- 
finals. The matches are all to be 
played by the end of November, 
to dear foe path for foe Five 
Nations' Championship later in 
the season. 


The North have made six 
changes to foe side which beat 
Western Samoa for foe Divi- 
sional Championship deader 
against the Midlands at 
Nottingham on Saturday. 

The withdrawal of the full- 
back Tim Stimpson, wing Jim 
Naylor and centre Will Green- 
wood for foe England A game 
against Western Samoa has 
forced a reshuffle in foe backs. 
Jim Mallinder moves from foe 
wing to replace Stimpson, with 
Sale’s Chris Yates stepping in to 
make his debut and Austin 
Healey moving to the other 
wing from scrum-half. 

Sale’s Jos BaxendeD makes 
his first senior appearance in 
place of Greenwood, while 
David Scully returns to scrum- 
half. The only forward change 
is at hooker, with Gary french 
coming in in place of Tim Her- 
bert, who is relegated to foe 
bench. 

Swansea became the first 
dub to secure a European Cup 
semi-final place when they nar- 
rowly defeated foe French dub 
Castres 22-10 at St Helen’s on 
Tbesdqy. The Welsh chib, need- 
ing a six-point margin to win the 
pool, accumulated a 19-7 lead 
at foe interval. Three Aled 
Williams penalties were fol- 


' lowed by a try from Alan Harris 
before Jean-Mare Aue scored 
a fine try for Castres that Cyril 
Saw converted- cmly fbr Garin 
Jenkins to score Swansea’s sec- 
ond try. 

Swansea increased their lead 
to 22-7 with a fourth Williams 
penalty and then foe replace- 
ment lock Guy Jeannard was 
sent off after being on foe field 
for just two minutes. 

However, this only served to 
motivate the French side and, 
after Savy kicked a penalty to 
cut the deficit to 12 points, it 
needed just a converted try to 
win foe group with seven min- 
utes remaining. Castres crossed 
the Swansea line but were 
called back and the home side 
just survived in a frantic finish. 

Natal, the provincial cham- 
pions, and three other South' 
African sides will take part in 
the Rugby Super 12 tournament 
beginning on 1 March. Along 
with Natal, foe provincial sides 
Transvaal, Northern Ttansvaal 
and Western Province will rep- 
resent South Africa against five 
teams from New Zealand and 
three from Australia. 

The tournament replaces foe 
Super 10 series and is part of a 
S550m (£360m) televiaon pack- 
age involving foe unions of 


South Africa, Australia and 
New Zealand with Rupert Mur- 
doch’s News Corporation. 

The 12 teams will play each 
other once in a round-robin for- 
mat, with foe top four rides then 
advandngto semi-final matches. 

The championship will be played 
in foe last weekend in May. 

The five New Zealand rides, | 
chosen on foe basis of regional 
representation, wiD be Canter- 
bury, Otago, Wellington, Auck- 
land and Waikato. Australia's 
sides, chosen as foe three best 
provinces, will be New South 
Wiles, Queensland and Aus- 
tralian Capital Territory. 

Tbf agreement, signed in 
June with Murdoch, gives News 
Corporation exclusive rights to 
broadcast all representative 
rugfry union, including tour 
matches, involving foe three 
nations until foe year 2005. It 
was considered foe final blow to 
amateurism in foe game, which 
was under threat of losing its top 
players to rugby league. 

Two months after foe an- 
nouncement of foe agreement, 
the International Rugby Board 
loosened its restrictions on 
compensation for rugby union 
players. 

North team ▼ Midlands, 
Sporting Digest, page 31 


Women’s tour welcomes new events 


Golf 


The European women’s tour 
yesterday announced four new 
tournaments for next season - 
but also foe loss of one of its 
longest-running events. 

The Ford Classic has been 
part of the circuit since 1982 and 
this year at Chart Hills in Kent 
had prize-money of £110,000. 
However, it has disappeared 


from foe calendar because of 
the loss of foe motor company’s 
sponsorship - which has bap- 

the tojMhree' players in the 
worid rankings in Laura Davies 
and foe Swedes Anrrika Soren- 
stam and Dselotte Neumann. 

The four new events are foe 
Deesse Swiss Open in June, foe 
McDonald’s WPGA champion- 
ship in August at a Scottish 
venue yet to be named, the 


three weeks later 
m Sweden and foe Three 
Nations Cup in October in BeF 
gium. The McDonald’s event will 
be the first tour event played 
solely fbr charily, with all pro- 
ceeds going to the Ronald Mc- 
Donald Children’s Charities. 

Highlights of foe season in- 
dude foe £500,000 Weetabix 
Women’s British. Open at 
Woburn on 15-18 August and 
foe Solheim Cup mat ch against 


the Americans at St Fferre, 
Chepstow, on 20-22 September. 

The circuit, which will visit 15 
different countries, will also 
kick off at St Pierre with the 
Welsh Open on May 2 to 5. All 
three days of foe Solheim Cup 
will be televised live on both 
sides of foe Atlantic by Sky 
Sports and the American chan- \fc 
nelNBC 

Tour schedule, 
Spotting Digest, page 31 


Authoritative voices 
against boxing 

from Mr H C Grant 
Sir: Mr WiUis (letters, 30 Nov) 
demonstrates quite extraordi- 
nary arrogance when be states 
categorically that anyone who 
opposes his views on boxing 
“knows nothing cfbariug or box- 
ing people". As a neuropatho- 
logist for 40 years, 1 have had 
something to do with the brains 
ofbaxers and, through radio and 
television appearances, have 
met professional boxers, some 
of whom share my opinion that 
boxing should be outlawed. 

Tony van den Bergh, who is 
also campaigning to prevent 


SPORTS LETTERS 


bKngtneuhrains for the purpose 

of entertaining fans— 99 per cent 
of whom would never (beam of 
climbing into foe. ring, used to 
be- an amateur baser. He was 
also for more, than a decade an 
Inspector for the British Boxing 
Board of Control and subse- 
quently a boxing commentator 
both for foe BBC and for ITV. 
I suggest that his knowledge of 
this mdustiy may be on a level 
with that of a director of foe 
National Sporting Chib. 

Nobody — including oppo- 


nents of boxing -questions foe 
undoubted valour of boxers nor 
foe dedication demanded of 
this dangerous dedplme. As for 
the character- builchng claims - 

setf-disaplme andsdAontrol - 
Mr WUhs might reflect that the 
Krays and foe Richardsons were 
all skilful boxers. 

Finally, to compare the dan- 
gers of booting with “coal-mitring 
and the descaling of power 
stations" is to overlook its one 
unique . requirement which is 
that, unlike any other “sport”, its 
object is to cause brain damage. 
Yours faithfully, 

HC GRANT 
London NW3 4XR 

Not seeing the 
wood for the trees 

From MrREMassie 

Sir. I have just watched Not- 


for foe quarter-finals or the 
Jefa Cup. Good for Forest, but 
I foil to understand the eulogis- 
ing of Messrs Hansen and Hffl_ 
Forest were their own worst 
enemies; if they had the slight- 
est idea of how to retain pos- 
session and play the ball into foe 


opposition's danger area, Lyon 
would have been frustrated and 
dispirited long before the end 
As long as TV pundits teD us 
that this sort of performance is 
good, English football will con- 
tinue its downward spiral. 
Yours, 

RALPH E MASSE 
Colchester, Essex 
5 December 

Cloth cap. or dishes? 

from Mr A Forbes. 

Sir With future Premier lear 
TV deals being so vast that u 
will {refunded by pay per view 
television, foe Independent is 
right to comment that, most 
people will either not want or 
not Ire able to afford to watch 
football on TV. 

One could wildly predict ns 
going back to foe future; a time 
when people supported and 
even watched their local dub, 
and hung on everyword news- 

badefor Sun^^sfi^ edition 
Progress? Win anyone sell 
me their doth cap? 

Yours” faithfully, 

ANDREW FORBES 
Aberdeen AB2 1PF 


Captain Christy 

From Mr P Hughes 
Sir. To defend foe Ryder Cup 
successfully in 1997 it is im- 
perative the right man is se- 
lected to succeed Bernard 
Gall ache r as captain. He 
needs to be strong and 
resolute with current knowl- 
edge of what is going on in the 
worid of golf. 

Besides these attributes, he 
must be a winner in his own 
right and at foe same time 
retain the gift of being a diplo- 
mat and a gentleman. 

We have such a person in 
Christy O'Connor Jnr. His 
selection as captain would im- 
mediately put foe Americans 
on foe defensive. 

Yours hopefully, 

PETER HUGHES 
Shepshed, Leks 
LE12 9BH 
28 November 

letters shook] be marked “For 
publication** and should con- 
tain daytime and evening 
phone numbers. They should 
be sent to Sports Editor, The 
Independent, 1 Canada 
Square, London E14 5DL. 
They may be shortened for 
reasons of space. 
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- Bass announced iur 
- "..tfeased profits yesterday, many : 

, were won<kExn* ; what 
;.i? coo, 5 ^ happening to their 

• S:?* n f™ds. The brewers, own- ■ 
j-^as 4rf- Corah were- widely re- 

-jWted • this week- ' tq . be 
-.v wtoadering tnakmg a takeover 
■ for La<Ibrokes. to create a 
.^^bptA ma iang superaianL 

Any; merger of the two bel- 
organisations would mean 
, i -ji smgte company in control of. 
v'almost a ;tbird of the nation’s 
Jt xrould also lead to 
•yj twitches among those on rac- 
.'v.mgs shop floor. 
iT Bass has refused lo cbm-; 

’ ;?»em on the rumours, and there 

• r-weresome toffcilioiis yesterday 
Vthat -the City, speculation has 
, .?beBn wide of the mark.- But if a 
iiateowi* were to go ahead the 
^1^00 outlets of Ladbrokes and 
£930 of Coral would combine, 
^aiid then, immediately, some of 

them would drop away. There 
' ^yrifl be no room for two shops 
vjibf .the- same hue in the -high 
Pfreets, and where the two firms 
^ciash, unifonns would have 
; ^soOn teen requested for return. 

7; ' Even oh a general level, the 
.. ‘.‘reduction of competition ap- 
■ ' pears no greal boon to the reg- . 


LEICESTER 

J-OO: 3L PLUNDER BAY (M A Rbgarakfl 
S-l; a TMca A Night 7-2: 3. Kadtort 12-1. 

9 ran. 5-2 tev Jyrream Jofinny (skpped uo). 
Hfl. a (N Hendersw). Tote: trW&a 0, 
£2J2D. £4.80. DF: £i9.80. CSft £33.48. Trt- 
' 3 g 303 - 42 - w - Our Sfimbridga. Tito: 

ISO: X. SHEECKY fM W Martin] 16- 1 

2. Rafter-J 3-U a. RMafODola 16 - 1 ; a Vt 

agMto 3-L 5 ran. Evens fav Uttia Btaddoot 
. em>. 14. a re McMahon), tots: £13,00: 
£2.10. £2.40. DF: £63.50. CSF: £5&29. 

ZOO: L ROMANY CREEK [A P McCoy) 
7-2; a ttpa tfahi li-8 few; a JUmmM. 
14-1. 5 ran. B, 7. [G BahJng). Tbter £4^0; 
£2.20. £1.50. OF: £2 lS0. CSF: £6.77. 
NRk Mcfctup, Suppoorw 

2J30: 1. CHALLENGER DU LUC (D Bndg- 
woterl 4^ tav; a Rtturanemtaiv 7-2; a 
Jackson Flint 7 1. 7 ran. 3, nk. IM Pipe). 
Tote: 0-60: 0 20. £2.60. DF: £2.40. CSF: 
£3.51. 

3.00: 1. SUPREME LADY (J F Tutor) 4- 
1: a saver Shred 11-4 fav: a STrathmore 
u»d|ie 10-1. IS ran. 4. L (Mae H Knight). 
Tote: £5.10: £±60. £260. £360. DF: 
£23.60. CSF: 05.98. Jno: £49.40. 

Z30: ± FAIR AND FANCY [Richard 
Guesu 5-1; 2. Burma Cove 7-1; B. Once . 
Mora For luck 11-10 fav. 9 ran. Iv*. 3*ft- 
(MIk M MJUgon). Tate: £4.40; £±40, 
£±80. 0.10. . DF: ±2560. CSft£3£2CL 
Tncastr E58.0G Tt»: 02.10. 

Qondpot £4.40. Plm|Nit:£7a2a;' . 
Place 5: OO.OS. Ptace & £40.69. 

SEDGEFELD 

| 1260: ± MAQSLAD (A Roche) &35&K. ' 

9 auihetidSdraesaYl^l;aRDaOiiTtonra' 
10-1. 16 ran. 6 , 2.fJ OT4eO):IotH;£1.70;- 
£270. £2.60, £140. OFr 074a CSF: 
£10.79. Nte Dalocmaa Dv**Ual0K.7hcx 
£7230. - v 

uk k l south vissiraurtG iee)a-i3 

(3*2. UwwYJI: a. derate Statement fr 
1 S ran. W . 20. DM M RacUM. TMk £±4ft 
£1.10. £2.40. DF: £23a CSF: £5-40. 

160: L RUSSIAN CASTLE (K Jcnes)_5- 
UAh Daley 4-5 tw a MtetarHocbtera 
20-L Bran. 15. 30. 0 Wade). Tote: £4.70; 
0-10. 0.20. £3.00. DF: £3.10. CSF. 
£&7a 

2JW: ± SONS® MO tB storartiO-i; a 
RaeftolRoato 5-1; 3-WattYoo Theca 10- 

1. 7 ran. 5^fWPrecWc8 Rwi imseattam- 
eo. 30, lv*. (Mrs S Bradbuntf). Tote: 
£18.70: £4.10. £3.40. DF: £236a CSR 
£104.82. 

260: 3. JUKE BOXMXY (B Hartfag) 4- 
li a DrwfbnJ Hat 33-1: a JoeWttfM 5- 
2 fav. 11 ran. 8. V*. IP Monteith). Tote: 
£4.40; £±60. £2-60. £260. DR £6100. 
CSF: £102.72. Tncafit £34966. Trta. 
U8±70. 

UOC ± BUCKLEY BOYS (T Kent) 11-2; 
a Noalos &2: a Erkqr 6-± Tran. 7^4 fnv . 
Desert Ftete’ ISN. 3V>. iv*. lABateyi TMe: 
£7.90: £2.10. £3.00. DF: £15.70. CSF; 
£2825. TncasC 113874. NR: General 
Chaos. 

Quadpot £860 - part wWX ’POal of £9.60 
earned ton«rtl.tp7acir)ton|«lV. > . 
Ptoeepoi: £81.00 • 

Place 6: £85.03. Ptoea tk £3 31 68 . 

UNGFELD 

1240; ± HALF TONE iD Big@} 5-1; 2L. 
Rabo Mapc 12-X ±- Ketar 3± S ran. 11- 
4 fa V CofetorvC. NK, lvu . (R fhraeo. TeAse 
£4.60: £360. £2-40, £±00. . DF: £1760. 
CSF: £54.53. Tdcast £192909. NR: Tomrry 
Terapea. Tdoc £2860. . 

Utt:'L CHEBtY CRWPY (P Fessey) 11- 
4; z. Step hep 5-2 fan 3. Locbon B-L'8 
•an. ¥*, 3.0 Chapmen) .TMbg £ 3-1 0; EL 70, 
£±80. £±10. DR £360. CSF: £9.44. TnC- 
ast £3?66.AH» a awards’ Wju^. me pfac- 

ingSweiounoteWL 

±4O:l.BAim«KQjyfTAshtey)/U7f0VT 

2. Outstayed UMcone. 14-1: 3. P»r* 
Sptendonr33-L 30 ran 7,12. ffAteoua). 
Tnttc £170: mil. f ASO. £3. 0 0. DF: f&90. 
CSF: £1068 Wcasc £14968 Mt&w*»itons 
Formuia. Tno: £4260..-.- 

2±a ± landlord ftv Names) 7-1; a 
AwBMtne Power 6-1: a atmSoThtmr 7-2. 

8 ran. 13-8 tar SpMraBvte. Ww ± tlTofcrt. 

, r Took £ 7 70: £3.30, £2-20, 2J30. DF: 
00.50. CSF: £446± 

±40: ± FAITH ALONE fG CMWO 6-1; ‘ 
2. Rrratondsons Chaini 33± XBMjww.* 

£189.10. CSF: £179.42. NFS FortUUOua. Titoc.- 
£275.50 -part won. Ft»( of £27168 cartel . 
to*v*ad to Tauntcn ±20 today. 

3 ± 0 : ± TIME CLASH IS D WBfems) 25- . 
u 2. eradoin Qefcto 3D-1; a taoUMt * 
10-1. 7 ran. 5-4 fav Ssrc^ (489- 3- 3 -® 
Paling). Tote: £20.70: £3±0. £4±U DF,. 
£388.80. CSF: £20163. 

340S1NBZBTGHIER IS Lappri 11 - 2 ; 
a VWtatwet , » n«U 9^ lw \ 13r 
1 11 ran. lw?, ’fi.UL Eyrei. Tot« £&40; 
£2.40. £3-20, 13.10. Of: CSF: 

£19.19. Incas: £127.18. NR; Labudd. Trta 
flic on 

Jackpot: £55.884 JO - part «*«■ RBjJ* 
£S 66 S ±7 carted toward® TeuronRXW- 
Sa^£1030. PttCOMg 
Place 5: 006.06. Place © £66284. 


contest 


RichaTtl Edmondson on how merger 
taiK js worrying a punters' organisation 


uiaroadcer and, ^edfically, the 
National Association for the 
Protection of Punters believes 


Horse Racing 

■ Rearife 

0S39- 111171 

CoinnieBtarjr • 

0S39.mi7S 

Jhhjl.HwImmuh Hester WT* 

C* d«r|0»M ’ 

■ -aopgawedivaiivora*- 



FULL * E£UL L: 5 o 5E a V ,L C ft 

0 8 9 1 -16 8- 168 



t.*c cu wqmea ior a wtuie 
Mtet die dominance of the Big 
Three in the market, and if that 
was in effect the Big One, as this 
new entity would be so much big- 

WCHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Fortunes Course 
ffeunton Z 2 Q) 

Pffi: Tonys Gift 

(Nottingham UOO) 

gerthanHffls, that would be very 
serious,” Steve High, NAPP’s 
chairman, said yesterday. 

**The bookmakers already 
- control the on-course market as 
moch as they can to minimise 
liabilities, and it could be that 
soon they would effectively 
choose their own starting 
price.” 

NAPE'S co mmitte e meeting 
next week will also discuss what ' 
effect any takeover would have 
on Satellite Information Ser- 


vices (SIS), in which bookmak- 
er pressure is already viewed 
with some suspicion. A pooling 
of the Coral and Ladbrokes 
stake in SIS would create a sin- 
' gle, strong sphere of influence. 

Recent movements have also 
confirmed a NAPP suggestion 
. that the act of betting would 
soon be witnessed in a different 
location. “We have been spec- 
ulating how Joog it would be be- 
Xore betting terminals were 
allowed in pubs and dubs," 
High said. “And with Bass's con- 
nections in that area it is bound 
to be sooner rather than later. 

“That would require quite a 
. switch but if that legislation 
comes in. as we believe it wil], 
it would put Bass in an almost 
unassailable position, in gen- 
eral , this wouldn't be healthy for 
competition at all. It wfl] be a 
restriction of choice and only 
those bets tha t Coral fed are ap- 
propriate would be offered.” 

In general, it would also be 
bad for racing's coffers. While 
a closure of certain shops 
. diouid mean punters relocating 


themselves in the nearest al- 
ternative, it may not be as sim- 
ple as that. 

The advent of Camelot has 
shown that horse players need 
only the slightest excuse io 
have their attention switched to 
a load of jiggling balls. The re- 
moval of a favourite corner in 
a favourite shop could also 
mean the removal of punters 
from the sport. Those who 
monitor turnover and lew 
would soon let us know of such 
an eventuality. 

If there is a winner in all this 
(outside the boardroom and 
heavy share investors) it may be 
among the embittered Rorke's 
Drift ranks of the shop owner 
who has seen the lottery take 
over from the Big Three as the 
bete noire. Fewer players may 
mean better results. 

“If they reduce the number 
of shops I think that might 
have a positive spin-of for the 
smaller bookmakers,” Mark 
Dean, the owner of Derby's The 
Small Bookmaker (which is 
smaller than he would like), said 
yesterday. “We would hope to 
attract some of that custom. We 
need it." 

Bass profits, page 25 



Takeover targets: Betting shops are becoming increasingly concentrated in the hands 
of the major bookmaking chains Photograph: Brian Harris 


Pipe seeks six-timer 


Miinnehoma, the 1V94 Grand 
National winner, is one of five 
Martin Pipe entries for the 
Welsh National at Chepstow on 
27 December. Pipe, attempting 
lowin the race for the sixth lime 
in eight years, has also entered 
Riverside Boy. Cache Fleur. 
Chatam and Terao. 

Earth Summit. 20 lengths 
behind Master Oats last year 
when the race was switched 
from Chepstow's abandoned 
meeting to Newbury on New 
Year's Eve. is 5-1 favourite with 
the sponsors. Coral. 

Nigel Twiston- Davies's chas- 
er received 81b from Master 


Oats last year but the difference 
between the pair would be 251b 
this time. 

Master Oats is 7-1 joint sec- 
ond-favourite in Coral's list but 
is not a definite runner. At the 
same odds is Superior Finish, 
trained by Jenny Pitman, who 
could also run Wills ford. The 
latter's participation depends on 
the ground conditions nut be- 
ing Too soft. 

WELSH NATIONAL tOtcpSltXr. 3m Sf 
110yds) Carat 5-1 Lv^i Surrnvr. 7-1 
t Sf Ocl. £_■:«*> FrvsL. 8-11* S-ie^ne. WIs- 
toa. 10-1 Fleur. Uim/wficira. 12-1 
Fvfcr s r tst. Gne'&r 6-nte. Midmffn Cafcr. Nu- 
aff*. Tarar. Tjiao. U ) Riwrade Bo/. Srtiw 
ASbi. . 1S-1 Ansi. Lucicv- Lane-. 

Rasn’c Suom??. VVe-il Bne»&J. 20-1 others. 


Tracks hope 
to beat frost 

Track officials were confident 
last night that today's meetings 
at Taunton and Nottingham 
can defy the threat of frost and 
snow. Raring could have taken 
place at Nottingham yesterday, 
while at Taunton the racecourse 
manager reported: “According to 
our local weatherman raring is 2- 
1 on to lake place.” 

However. Fakcnlwm were 
less optimistic about their 
chances for today. Snow was 
forecast overnight, and the 
stewards decided to hold an in- 
spection today at 7am. 




HYPERION 

1Z50 Norman's Convinced 2J20 Fortunes Course 

3*20 TAKE BY STORM (nap) 250 Powder Boy 

150 Show Faith (hb) 3L20 Bold Acre 

GOING: Good. • 

M Riglit-hand counc. Run-in of 150yds.. 

■Rkeooura k raoto ctf tom on B3im ‘Dunna ra3^ flaikm k2 mite ADMISSION: 

Membera ill; Paddock &860; Centre of Coutne &4. CAE PASS: Centre of mune 6:1; 
remainder free. - 


■ ULADINQ TKAINKISr M Pipe — 41 winners Aran 1 66 nmnras give* a aim-a ta- 
ttoof 24J% and a few ma£l level sake of £2066; PJHobho— ■ 17 winnm, 70 run- 
nas, 22.4K, -F&406&; K Ho48eO— 13 triratera, ] 70 nirawn, 7.0 1%, -S906!)-, P NUioUb 
— 8 winraas, 60 runner*. 13.6%. 43660. 

MUSADQ3G JOCKEYS: M A Ptagexald — IS winners, 118 rides, U>J3%, -55-8Z J Ob- 
banir — 31 wtanens. 44,'ridea, 25M, +Sfi.93; K Dnnwoody — n winners, 104 rides, 
11X8%, -£67.71 ;M Kkfaarria —8 winnen, 37 rides, IM.3%, +510.76. 

WINNESS JN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: More ■ 

LONG-UISTANCB BUNNEBS: NewTribe (Ji50) has been son. 140 miles by J While 
WcraJover. Buckinghamshire; LeadVocsUst 0L2O) and Gren Walk 12.B01 has been 
pent 1 37 mBos bf B Bawe fromSU>ningu»n,West Sussex. 

fa VcA CHARD SELUNG HURDLE (CLASS 6) £2^400 3m UOyds 
Li=2li Penalty Value £1^60 

1. <U*f£P JWIHB£0Bq<3fl(BR(CAft*ffljl'jWMe4U6 APMcCW 

2 OMUiy- MSSFMRSNEL£5G)PI(D0rtHraaHtAtoin»5U1 JJSNtsrR) 

3 4420-30 SOUL TRADER (7) (OF) {OWHadiln^ N Babbage 6 111 DHRMbmIH 

4 5(0UPA FOHtjNBTWO (USA) CS 6 ) (N AT*tDO-Dates) NTwsmn-Oaes i 110. Cua w Ojn 

5 24fW IfflfGACimjCtTOtl^ateASirtDnjRftWtiwTDii-JlJlO _LH*rwv 

6 2n^ N0HWNSCflilWgH>glE)t38)ISanggaiUiralMgMP|pe511O--PBdderato 


7- M P£a«ltSfl^W4UBmiWJimf5110_ JH&mWem 

8 6CFR TFPMS ALONG (RQ C£>) Ip R ^ntaMo) D GamfclD 6 11 0 JJL nto 

9 ' • , B TRAltZE fC L PtXkWnJ C FOptam 4 il 0 .TDncoabelS) 

-goedarad- 

Bmvne4MNimnatfaCM«nn47-aFta±«S«ha3.KhigAnifle,7-lNM'Ma,S-XSoU1M- 

n f. i?-i Timwkl lA-l otban. 

- 1994: lwe£sos3 ID D C Mauffl 2-X (WG II Timet) 15 hi 
FORM GWE 

SbULTRAora Is one to have reservations about, but she ~put up a usafii peftonnance hi 
the corton & ths raco when beating Cwtna a n«ck at Ldraster last momn and s worth a 
Ol • s^b drops mctass-Tha maretfisappoirajed ona nentrnto Leteosier rocenly 

in Eowu-. •""W's race, but tMstonser trip &hoiM sut her and tho first-time vkot a*Jd 
('wet do tfie tno. ..noun's C<rrvtocod tad lav form in bumpms the season before last, 
tu he las been RaMy'Usappotniihg over hutdteaantfcw not Era a lotofencourapment 
far the IUuib when a weA-heaun third benmd Persian View at Newton AMW - WngAcryic 
fated off in tborth and FontocTwo puled up. Tha a a apuficam i»op n class, rxmewr. 
FbidAgTiM has also dfcsppoteM ance a 0 »d fourth in Norte Vafley at Perth fa Sep- 
fambar. New Trim, 50-1 winner of a maiden hurtle at Windsor n January, was pulled up 
in a rater at Omspinw on his teappaarance and is mod bfinhered now. 

SatocUoa: SOUL TRADER 


STOKE ST MART NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
£SjOOO . added 2m 3f Penalty Value £3518 

COUNIRt' PARSON (BS) p7B) (Msjcr HUM Poncr) J UctorwJue 6 13 0 . — R Belflay 

PAGE! (M) y 6 CWe) P NeTois 8 11 13 A P McCoy 

HANaovra PBS) (ftarad Edwrta R Lae 9 11 11 B flame 

fBWKX(%(Ma|OrAW£n«n) RHod$s813.10 T ftKaxnbe 15) 

WKE BT STOHH (BE) pi) Robed Bactojn) R BixWet 6 118 BPOwefl 

COOUtE(TO(243)®TRU(tetai)Ptfch<as7 117 ChgrLsel&fa) 

VOSESTXtDilBiT (NE) (14) fll C Humtjy) G8aldri£6 11 7 1 Rest 

OUMaNBHNt (S) (Ms 5 P Bptvi) V Satan 9 13 5 f7a» PMdr 

BWH1I6S5 (U) (BP) (»s Jonathan BemsB) C ftwham 7 31 3 NAfl&ggnU 

OCN4ES7 BEACON (3) (Graham KsEcnt H How 0 10 12 Mr R Thornton (71 

MKAROOP3>CBF) to5 Carte JanaradJ 151*9 U? 7 8 Upton 


1 50BW- 

2 00606U 
3- LC460& 

4 Z2M0U 

5 4W53F 

6 ZQW3P- 

7 . 10D-60F 

8 OTOffi 

9 268225 
30 22-442P 
a 040P2P 


12 fSOLCP DONT BSE ME (RE) (10) (M R Checflesi fa Crutfies 6 10 0 WHefartand 

-12 declared - 

Utonum we^tc 30a. True handicap ne&£ Don Use Me 3a 500. 

flETTHB: 9-4 Dumngloii, 5-1 P&geL 6-1 Tabe By Sfwm, g -1 ftyrandu Coofree. 10-1 Haafpwer, Wise 
Statanent, 12-1 ottws. 

1994: lUn* 7 11 5 S UcNeSl 4-1 U. G Coarein 5 on 

FORM GUIDE 

TAKE BY STORM, who nas only been kffuy meed over jumps, mode a pleasing return at 
Wincenon tost month, as he was a dose Hunt and sun gcurig easily enougfi when tailing four 
ou fa the nowce handicap won by Sharp Perfanner. Thai nas a decent race arid he wouU 
almost certainly hove reached the frame hod he Stayed on ins feet, so he can be tanoeo 
here racing off the same mark. Durrlogton lumped neO when sprmsng a surprise a Fonte^ll 
last week, beating Colonel Colt 10 tangihe. with Fenwick a &ler. That was ony his second 
race after a season off, so he may wed enpmve ^ot and should gp well under the penal- 
ty. Ex-tosh Paget was having his first run for Paul fjenods when unseating at the 10th 
here two weks ago e» FMnoutn Bay's race. He nas a ctose second at me >ime ana car, gp 
dose if improving ins jumping. NichoBs also runs Coofeee. vvno brt*e a Mood vessel on h.s 
final start at Hereford last season and looks the stable second string. Emnd Miss makes 
most appeal of the rest, despite null bang a maiden at seven and disappointing at Catter- 
icK last tune. Selection: TAKE BY STORM 

H i ggl MENDP PLYWOOD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £5500 
\ 4-JO added am If Penalty Value £3.648 

1 603515 kBftWS DREAM (JR£) (40) (CD) tW S Watu 0 Snenwod 6 U 7 Mneharts 

2 04 CHU HBGHTS f7) CD T AiBibDRt^ij G Baung 5 11 0 BOJIfanJ 

3 EBONY BLAZE He CUD (Racing)) C WUman 4 11 0 A Tory 

4 2 ETHBAAT (USA) 06) Ifdjesd Thora^itiiea Lrreedl W kkir 4 U 0 B Ptowd 

5 W24& HONMSfWmBmtZniiVYmVtiDBsW.TllO A Procter C3i 

6 HBST CLASS (G N fllfcnfl G Allwd 5 II 0 Rflrwse 

7 HMR STREET (HE) IE RAT SI C Man 5 II 0 JPIfeCOf 

8 0- GASNHH (HE) (239) (Punas tteffl-Traamerai N Howerton S 13. 0 M A Rogerakl 

9 LIICW BSE (RQ 0 L Shawl P HtfcOt 4 U. 0 X Maude 

10 MNBBHETH CPTtUip G fbneyl M Ftps 4 13. Q DBrt«Kitor 

U WTIIlflDLE (NZ) (Mis H J CLflvJ) KBfiiley 6 110— C Uo w»n 

12 P RAMBOW ROAD (3) (405200 tea® M Pfce -1 11 0 ilimar 

13 SHOW FAfTH (HE) ll A N VWpV) R Harren b 11 0._.. .GMeComt 

34 46 S 8 WT GUNS (K) 122 ) flirt Oram) C Easton 6110 JAMcCwtby 

- 34 dMfarad- 

BETTlNfa 2-1 Show Faftfu Sri M arin s Drawn. 6-1 Firmans Flutter, 8-1 Monatfieill, 10-1 EThhanl. 
14-1 Friar Street, lfi -1 otfwni. 

1994; CheryTs tao (TO 4 10 12 M ftogerdd ll-U) in l Henoeeam 11 rar, 

FORM GUIDE 

SHOW FAITH, winner of the Bntumn Handicap at Royal Ascot tv« years as? and fourth m 
thts season's Cambridgeshre. looks the type to make a smart hurdler. He is out of a Furry 
Gfen mare, so his breedng 0 ves plenty of encouragement, and the fact that he acts we4 
on soft ground a another positive factor. He should make a rwnnuvg start tores, new career. 
Ettibaat was also smart on the Flat at owl and. having joined Wtiam Muu to 22.00001s. 
made a pieasutg debut over nmbsr when runner-up to Trade wind here last month. He shnM 
wm a race soon. Mcifi ns Dream mpressed when winning here in October and was not d»s 
graced fa better company ai Ascot tost tune, beaten under 10 lengths m fifth to Speedwe) 
Prmoe. The concession of 71b all round may prove his undomg, nowever. Maneghettl. who 
has ns first run to Manm Pipe, is only a moderate afl-weather hand leap per on The Flat, 
white CNII Heights win stmg&e to stay the tnp over ramfles ewt round a sharp course 
Hhe tfvs. Of lime Interest are Fionara Fhitter. an Irish Dumper winner mho showed ptony 
of promise fira Ume ewer hurdles tor Dowd BswtHtn when spattmg Kdone Abbot and Major 
Summit at Sandown. Selection: SHOW FAITH 

O 9fi ] ^ SHEPPARD CHALLENGE TROPHY HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D)£5j000 added 3m UPyds Ptenafty Value £3^66 

1 2U37-OP HAPP7 HORSE (NZ) (15) (E 8 A*l or I ® 1 Maim} R Hodges 8 11 LS.. — T Bncontee (fl) 

2 12P-316 JADDH ( 1 ^ (C) [Don Hazzanf) C Hftkran 7 U 12. .DSaterO 

3 23120-1 FORTUNES COURSE ORE) (39] (O' A*- J Garreci JKrgo U12 G Upton 

4 3W4&5 raVB? ISLWflJ (USA] (141 ..ate- Hare PsnnciMiipi J OM 7 II 11 T Gratbm 

6 OlOCkKl lEADVOCAUSTpr tr A Ban) B tor 6 11 & DtTSrftkoo 

6 2112 iW> COOL CUAVN (1 .« P B Bnmnel U Ppe 8 11 5 DBndgwter 

7 12M»6F STORM DRUM (16) iDf lUs Shelley FeipBsani H Baiev S 11 3 A Thornton 

8 135303 RO«U. PPER (NZ) (IS) (A M toa^oii W-l j Remree-arors, & 11 1 ^... A Tory 

9 61-2416 TOUR ISADS! flC) (13) (CO) ffw* Jcnesi R BucfJa 6 11 1 .8 Fowl 

10 6-R33PP SPBOML ACCOUNT pUO (CO) ritciy Fontoi C BowS 9 110 A P McCoy 

1120 £62JP- GORY (1B2) (CD) Uohn Hanvren! iHamren 7 102 Mm E J Jones (7) 

- Udedaied- 

BEmtS: 7-2 FartonesCnne, 4-1 LradVOcafist, S-l Royal Piper. B-lJarflr&i. 6-1 RnrerUand, 10- 
1 Tour loader. Stum Dram. 12-1 ottm. 

1994: laradow* 6 10 12 G Tow 4-1 iG A Hami lfim 


FORM GUIDE 

LEAD VOCALIST be** :o be an improving son and the step up to tnroe miles should .-.on- m 
ns ta-.our. Twee suaesssui as a now:* last seasor. he ad well on Ins return .-jnen diod ro 
Go UoBtKHr a; ’.-.ortester m u>aot>er and mode tne most of a 610 pull to reverse pteem .-.ijn 
mat nvai on a return to that course two weeks later. Lead Vbcafisi has not beeri otfl sir,ce . 
our ne is onr, 3ia rusher tocaj and ap;«ais despite me absence. Fortunes Course ■! ar. 
cte/.o-js anerr^v.re fodowng res coura^ous rerum ran at Windsor recently, when ne made 
all S~>e runrjr.g to oeai Couture Stockings n-jo ar.a <i ran lengths. Happy Horse pulled up. 
Tna: rat o-.e' tre wended rwo and three-jjarter miles and the estra ostanca tnda, >s v«\ 
muen m fjs favmo. as both ns wns ias? - ai Soumweli anc Barigw - were wer tiuw- 
mies. Royal Piper had previous ivenran Abbot winner Jacfldh well behind i-.rten trjrt to | 
Karar a; Chepston (Cool down c-uOed upt but wouid probably proto mere cui undenoot. 
Tour Leader easily tended me Oder, in a course and distance nowce hurdle last month and ! 
will appreciate the move into handicap company aitu finishing is4ed art in Tennessee Tv-ist's 
Newbury race tost tune. River Istami e unproven at this sort of mp bunul at least stnp lit- 
ter loiiowrng res run here behind Secret Four. SeiecMon: LEAD vcvyoist 

3 ca| DUNSTER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £5,000 added 5YD I 
plus 3m Penalty Value £3518 

1 «522P DESHRMraafmpS)nraiteytia«sFamteiPredicfc7120 .A P McCoy 

2 4LFF3-: VBABA (25) (D) D. Heflstsnmu N Tv.isWrOaw-i 9 1112 CUewe»yn 

3 01232-i POWDBt BOY (28) (CD) CBF) ilbn rirtanji R Hxlgfs 10 11 9 TftS«Wtoe(5) 

4 3F6f55 SCOTWfl (14) ID G 4 D J ROtvnsoni R CfSvitwn 9 11 J B Powell 

5 0U-F1U3 CERTAIN ANGLE (20) (The Pr.fonn Syrekaiei P Hobte E 11 3 CMareie 

6 4F1ZT3. 1 - DS’EMMflLE (576) (D) (Bon Stunei Us L RkSqids 6 10 13 M Rfctonh 

7 31KUi* ALICE SWIH (ID) (D) (Mir J H E ElMeyi B ECMev 6 10 12 _.._W MeFartrad 

8 56 1331/ GRffli WAIK 07) !C Comwcfi fi ftjue 8 10 9 DffS*an 

9 CFU-PFD GABBH (0 IB Striven) B Screen 1030 D -Mr R Thornton (7) 

10 F,P6P0P- TEARFUL PKfJCE (225) (C W MittheS) C Mncnel 11 10 C> G Upton 

11 3-VCP-P6 APAHEODA (FH)( 8 ) (M Gnffmj M Gnftr 9 10 0 JIDmta 

-11 declared - 

MWrrvan wei^tL IOsl True handicap ne#** GaWsfi 9a 2ft. reaitoftto* 8 a lift. Aparectea 8 K Sft. 
BETTING: M Vbaga, 5-1 Certton Antfe. 6-1 Desert Rum, DmpeedMito, 8-1 SeotonL Powder Boy. 
ABccSoath, 12-lothaiS. 

1994: Cregg Borerm 7 11 7 C Maude 9-2 iP J Hrtbsi 8 wi 

FORM GUIDE 

CSTTAIN ANGLE cenTuM tie a confident seiecvwn given mat he has come to grief m tots « 
his last live suits, but he Is running well and wwild have been a gwa second lo Does Dilem- 
ma at Ascot last time but to falliitgiwo out. He benefited from me mistakes, of omets when 
winning at Ereter m October, but it was UJt a ffvxj effort to beat Cad Character a length 
and he is only 3lb regher now. Vtoaga tsuaily goes wed fresh, so he may not imptwre much 
cm his Cheltenham fwurtn io Florida Sky, even though it was res first run smee Baong Dav. 
He u» nas had profaemt with his jumping, but both last season's lags were ai Cheltenham 
and he will find tmt, course easrer. Following two seconds to Fai Senior, at Hereford and 
Warwick. Desert Run was ttewnwitting m Fonda Sk/s race, being puNed up betoe the 
third iosl He will find it easier to dommaie. as he likes, nare and cannot be wnnen off. 
Powder Boy shouW a( least strip linw having been faded off Iasi of four behind Mjgsood 
here lam Ome. bul Green Walk, winner of a Piumpran selling hanrecap chase m Octoter. 
is not one io roly oh. Selection: CERTAIN ANGLE 

Knl BJCKNOLLER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3500 added 

• 4U 2m If Penalty Value £2556 

1 413U2 IWRDfoWU£yffREJ(Jfl(q(WmfFbrtHx»«a»®Mftp?4 U JJDBndfiMrer 

2 130104 - T>C CAUMRUE PRE} (258) .The On The Run PBnnentmi G Balom; 7 11 9 — APMcCoy 

3 101B26 BOLD ACRE (25) (P) (Mrs Manor t Ktogarii D Ewoiel 5 11 6— DJBiRbel 

4 CT1B33 HAVE A NIGHTCAP (14) (CD) ft A M RaccowrMs Liei N Urjrioaer. 6 11 0- . M Hctiarts 

5 240013- FIEUR DE TAL C530) (D) Lk*n IVcmsi W Twrer 4 10 13 _T ktophy (7) 

6 fi35UOll SPORTS VEN (14) (0) UTVCmei' R Hedge. 6 III 5 J Rost 

-6 decimal - 

BETTING: M The Caumrue, 5-2 Nortfic VMey. 5-1 Hare A MgMcap, 6-1 Ftere lie TaL Sports View, I 
7-1 Boto Acre. 

1994: No cone sponong race 

FORM GUIDE 

SPORTS VIEW would have been an impressive winner here last lime hut to unseating at , 
the last, leaving Secret Four to win. with Have A Nightcap vvtdj baev m third. He has been 
put up 4lo for that ran. but he stdt looks well treated and can make me most ol the 19lb 
he receives from Nordic Volley. Martm Pipe's Wuffi and consistent faur-yoar-ou ran oul 
the easy winner of an amateurs nanebcap hurtle here last month to res seventh win since 
May Howewr. he is a stone hi^ier now twang ran realiv well last ume to be runner-up to 
Via rtot (ij claiming nurtte at Haydock. wheci ne was caught on the peel having looked the 
winner wo out. arw probably has enwign n&gA, The Caumrue. successful mree nines last 
season and a good fourth to EuraJmk The Lad a> Newbury in March on ns final man. may 
just need the ran, but Flour De IM. who also won three runes last season, m nemee hur- 
dles. nad a recent ran on the aH-weaifwr at Ungfiekl wretfl should have done hw some 
good. Selection: SPORTS VIEW 


J2riro 

HYPERION . 

12JD OKrusOie Great 1250 Satsong 150 Edenlls 
Star 3-40 Sprowston Boy Z10 Or Rocket ZAO Ar- 
tic Whigs 3JD Can Can Cfiafle 

•GOING: Ctorae coarse - Good (Good co Soft m places); Handle 

Coarse-Good. 

■ Left-hand course. Rua-m of 200yd. 

■JtMxeourae to sorth of unro off Bl 146. ADMISSKMfe Memberv 
410; Grandstand Jk PaddodtSS {accompanied under- free bQ 
aidosuresV CARfAltg: Members £ 6 , mradrutor tree. 


WJVNBRS IN TUB ±1ST»:VBW JlAXSc Pyr^ftcls HcBour |1 2 . 1 Oj 
won ai Wcestto- on Thmsday. 

LONG-DISTANCE KUNNKB8: Prize Match (2.40) Ins been «m 

187 mlkabyJTtoihtraOktoiiy^irvCbe-HSIkGlooceslersfiire: Slug 
Df Babylon (12.10) hot been sem ISO miles by Lady Heroes from 
Angmamg Mr, West Sussex. 

s . 7am fawpectionfynow forecast) 

Pi 5 ~ Th 'l EASTERN DAILY PRESS JUVENILE 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) (OW I) 
±,->- £3500 added 3YD 2m 

i Hi . H MHUil UOMOUU (7)(U)P tettraU 10 -Jfftrtir 

a r '.,36'BMIMMfB(K(13) JteraMlD12. RSonto 

3 ■; . -vaBsraE9»rKaii9fioi2. sauna, 

4 : . 6009 SO FAC Aten 10 12 — : IFTMay 

■5 IAIESSUPSI TOP J Peats 1012 — LAsprtfE) 

6 - ^ KBeaOFeAHyUWOSIlKiy Ht5dMlDl2. ^...EMaphy 

7 '- S lteMegBESSpe?MBmanl0 13. — D ilMftllofl 

8 . OPHWHWDCDS0IW1O12 : DMM|q 

9 . 0 WB71«SlHt(13)Mlnn»ta»1012 P CMtoN i u r 

- - . -9tedM«d- 

BETnNttB-4 f , roMad a li g ao rir ,'lMWngcifBeb;4on.3-lfclatfiaBt(irw«, 
7-1 CJns foe firerrt. 16-1 Bbtbrtojr Boy; Good So Fh, MtestntestoA 20- 
IMtan. 

Pi 9 i 1A| G8 PRfNT SELLJNG HAfTOICAP HURDLE 

fl) £4500 added 2m 

1 42111-0 MOUT(2QnOBafincn9120 MBman 

2 JUPD64 BBRCEWWJJartoB'71112-i : JFTBJey 

3 F24146 OUDAMUSSHaV (U) PIT Cfanent 411 30 — NHW 

4 WJ122F LUCYTURYOO) W jFBaca4U6—^ LAepdlB 

5 3233-24 PAD? OF MCXS (2) BF)D A 8 wi 5 11 Fenton ® 

n 1F0522 SAUSOMHT) SO John B^M 6 3013 RDmroody 

7 6&026 CAFWN MARMAJAOg (14) pk) 0 Dtom 6 )0 10 

_5MeNMI 

B 561F06- IflfTY DEH) (J34) SI) W f*E?Wl b 10 9 .Sto^Ooy 

0 FSPPQ7- aBMU»WJIWEWWFCtenB10a--Kteotoa 

ID FKUSO DQMAM(3«nRWefl»7107 DGetegber 

U 53PP30 MWB®WWBB)LiM*SnDwii431)Q_; RFotrwt 

1 ? ijOPK- BUZZ/WDS CHEST 0093 Bed Jones ID IDO — T^aBh 

« . . W» WUAWMANII7)Miss3flraef < lD0 ST^tefT) 

- ■ -13 teetered- 

— *w trw. True fantfap mtaBS WW)*M»SWm Bueawte 

44 fi«*, 03 lacy Tidly, 5-1 Pair rf indto, 11-2 FerfW,7- 

Cm * n\ EASTERN DAILY PRESS JUVENILE 
[XJ^J NOVtCES* HURDLE (CLASS D) (DIV B) 
£3500 added 3YO 2m 

' HWnjMMPflRUCENCBfarfslrtlOia-, 'FTMay 

1 OWMCE MWB 8 Hams 10 32^— — >■■■■■ --* ft— 

3 . pariiH ;gPMUTDtncterel012. MteflWr 


4 2 GOUJWYN (48) Bob Jonas ID 12 VSnUi 

5 HMMAYAN BLUE J Bate 10 32 — SKsi 0 Mky 

8 04 (14) R Cuw JO ±t D Monte 

7 OUT ON A FROMEE N tMtrr 10 12 JRaMee 

8 VHBJE LIMA D Artutmot 10 12 AMeNote 

9 M LAST SWH (T) J ie rtutt 10 J — 8 Svw*» 

BETTING: 6-2 Last Spta, 3-1 Ont On A Pnnlse, 6-1 BaUtesUp Brace, GoM- 
wyn, 7-1 EteiA Star, 30-1 Deoco IQng, HrantoyBi BIwl 344. atben. 

Fj-teTvl STEPHENSON SMART HANDICAP CHASE 
[CLASS D) £6500 added 3m 110yds 

1 342PP4> MATT RED (5) 03) J Lexgfa 11 12 0 SMcNate 

2 222561 HURSBIF P) R Ddro 8 11 3 l&jiO RDw»ody 

3 RAGLAN ROAD ( 10 ) Ues A EnfiMcw 11 10 4 1 Ryan 

4 411546 MANEBEE (34 (0) N CMadtan fi 10 4 IFTBtey 

5 036421 SPMMfSNM BOV (2B3) (CM M Chapman 12 100 

WW«ttW«ttK 

6 334442 MCTORY ANTHEM (24) P Gate 9 10 0 — ,:_fl Fenton (5) 

-Sdedarad- 

Mninun wergtit 10a. hue fiandtop oetfits: Spnerton Boy 9st 10ft, v*c- 
IcvyAnVsni 9sf 9ft. 

BEnnet2-l Hunynp, 7-2 Manerae, 4-1 SpnnKtoe Boy. 6-1 Natl Reid, 
Victory Aatreva. 7 -1 Rafiton Road 

foinn Li- FIRTH MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE 
^-T*r I (CLASS F) £6500 added 2m 110yds 

1' 2-33432 DC ROCKET (5) P) R Octal 10 U 12 DMmteb 

2 4-06225 DRMNB FOflCE (7) (OT 1 * 5 M McCttkl 9 11 9 — IFTVey 

3 63VCXP- BWfttM (29Q (TV 0 Mcftori 8 10 ID OMcfaftt 

4 3097-40 PUSGf SliST 80V (33) J Braky 8 10 0 1 Lawrence 

- 4 tectered- 

MMnun IDsL true hartfcgp ruffe Pusey .street Boy 98 MU 
BETTW® <mm Dr Rodret, 94 Dr*** Force. 7-1 ReUMin. 84 P«v 
Straettey. 

roZfil COTTESMORE MARES NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 atkted2m 5f UOyds 

1 3F ADME QLIffli 09E) Ms D toe 7 11 Q IFTBey 

2 213322- ARDCWUSS (38B)0 Servari 7 13 0 JIBmeo 

3 000404* LWDfEtfBSTCfernenllOUO 

4 4P5F-SP PRBE MATCH ( 8 ) J Tui 6 11 0 SHeftel 

BEITiifk 4-6 Albe WfitgS, 6-1 PibeMrece, 7-2 Adweftwei, 6-1 L^»*eni- 

FAKENHAM RACECOURSE HANDICAP 
I HL01DLE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 4f 

1 00-3330 SWflOFBWWMMfcsAEmreicJK? 120 Jftpa 

2 2P-5131 CAN«NOMLEM(D|JFfean5131±-J-Alpefl(5) 

3 UUSBOO aomffi»a3«WOBiH«n91110 — Brennan 

4 21022-0 SIHAIGHT LACHJ (15) (C) (D) P Carte S 11 6 -B Fenton [B) 

5 13X00 PfflttCIWICEa^JttnMiSiBbUS — -BDwwoody 

6 64403-3 WCSWRUtEBfTJM JJertens4114 DteteiB 

7 Iggffg BRIWHA MB1S (K) M Chapnan 4 10 5_..w Htomndan 

8 P63645 aiJB£SS (14)W R Wea« 10 10 0 DGaflugier 

-B Hectored - 

BETTHC 74 Caa Cm date. 13-6 Vfcwoy Rter, 4-1 Brtfatote «■*, 
7-3 SWOfOoHd 3M Stray* Laced. ±Z -1 Gorteera. 14-1 ofito*- 

■Rmy McCoy, the leader in ihe race fix the jockeys' dura- 
pKnuhtp. came Up staffing at Leiccklcr yesterday after twp- 
iag away an exbhaxTassiog start ID the meeting- Dumped 
by the favourite Jycijsm Johnny hefore even reaching the 
Sot flight in die opener. McCoy was abfe to focgel ific ] 
eptcode when steering Romany Creek to victory two laces ! 
later. Starting the day on the K2 -winner mark, the young 1 
Irishman held o sound r^mnrf of adding 10 his tally with i 
Jynqam Johnny m due Birch Handicap Hurdle. Bui Jonjo 
O’NciO's gddmgmadcaniprd exit, sfumbtingafter JflOyanls , 
and giving McCoy no chance nf staying in the saddle- 


NOTTINGHAM 


HYPERION 

1250 Wakt 150 TonysGift 150 CohimcSe ZOO 
Castle Sweep 250 Sldvee 3JOO Cafiboc Bay 350 
Euphoric Illusion 

GOING; CtoK ■.'(■ur-*: - Good In Firm; 1 ! unites - Guurt f iJor»J in 
Firm ui places). 

■ Lofl-haivl. oval euirw Flat and BUl.^ilnp with iu.i>- turns 

■ BawcounH! is Um eas« ofeby o(T BSJH Oofurn* nud. NraOnghm 
railway station (si-mxt by l^-rjirai Si Punennl t- 2m awnj AD- 
MISSION: Chili i)2 fJuninre. IG-'ll years. IK); Taucrsalls 4H. 
Silver Rmg H FaUUouk St. CAR PARK: free. 


WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: Now. 

LONG- DISTANCE RirNNERS: Big Thro Isis heen 

sent. 251 rruk-s lijr Mrs S>ij» thitTudd from AxmuiiUi. Itoon; 
Tony* GUI Il.rwii 4 S( MeOIon Drive I'i.Ulii M-nt l!*k nuJes 
hy M Pipe from \~R-bolHshuyiv?. D-i-nn. 

loq/fl PLUM TREE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) 
£2^00 added 2m 5f UOyds 

1 3321-01 WAKT (16) f Vttlte 5 120 Ptodoad*! 

2 reeCFTC BARRYSBI (IS! V/ BflSxune 6 11 13 RMaBqr 

3 343450 TREWEEIHAN (IQ MitSAuSmSlllD EHrabaatf 

e I3J07-5- TARflET UfiE (7) Wts S 5mW -3 U 6 - . — jn«Un*M><3) 

5 P06&30 ire SRAM) (7) J Brawy 6102 RJotesoo 

G G05PC IHE CHMRMAN 11Q F Jocan 4 too SoptoefiBWiefl 

7 a?0fr?P CttJRATOJ (146) J WxW 6 10 0 G Lee 

-7 dedwed- 

Urimum mgs. IOSL True .'anScao iwigfic CMatoi 93 13b. 
BOTW&B-4 Wakt 3-3 Twgrt line. 7-2 Banybrav 6-1 Tte wrato an. 32- 
1 Us Gw*. 20-1 Tbo ashman, 25-1 CMunen. 

Ii ~ nn 1 tollerton novice hurdle (class e) 

£2500 added 3Y0 2m 

1 561 WBOOM(8){D)Klfcr^nU5 ASSarito 

2 AANGER Men M ftmre 10 U .Gtoykjans 

3 4 ACQumAU4fflBnJM40«1012 TBojr 

£ BEAU KWIBUr Ues U ID 12 JWBitl G«st 

5 0 B0Q5T[19}M&NMa2Mevlfll2 SWjm 

6 3 DALLY BUT IB) M H EBSfiifa 10 12 IWjh 

7 EVMCHAK KERO G Haines 16 12 JIDwyar 

8 WIUBET Uar JaaMUie S 09^ tOli S Cent* (3) 

9 KEEN TO THC LAST M lammun If ± . .MrCBaaKr [31 

10 0 LORD FHH3Q9CK (14) Mss Sivrtcft 10 1? — -A Lag* 17) 

11 4 ffOflDfC BRS2E 114) A Baiflv 10 13 -T Ktent 

12 P PARK FBD6E (7) T Hb 10 12 fiBjan(7) 

13 FSJTEIHE f 10 12 — ....Jladter 

34 P AUSSWf RIVER (SI J SnCger H7 12 W McFarland 

15 U SHERAZ (12) NTiflkto 10 1! WMamn 

16 SUER SU3NEM Hammond 10 12 Rftmt7] 

17 HWaDraiWjlWrtel012 DB«nfte» 

IS 0 THREE WM DAYS (12JT Tale 10 32 RGanfBj 

IB IHDUEADOtffl SOfffi ft Ha^i 10 12 DBjme 

20 320CS3 mtSIBOBSUtoUnlOll BBrntey 

21 04 ZMQBAR [7] J Bcoey 10 12 RJotaSCOtS) 

32 42 MBLTHYW(23)MuWRa*yl07 QLee[3l 

23 (WAY BABY J Bn9cy 10 7.... J* Mrtondtoi 

24 0 SDUPSSC 02 ) Ult W Ractev 10 7 .... PMnra 

25 WNYS09TM Pipe 10 7 1 Osborne 

-25teriared- 

BETTIHG: 3-1 Tooyc OR. 4-1 MM Hums. 6-1 Vfedm. 8-1 AcqotfaL 10- 
1 My Bay- 12-1 HadafaeL 14-1 often. 

Pfonl STAN MELLOR HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
l JriOU l E) £4500 added 3m 3f UOyds 

1 j CW-PP &DBMM STUFF (U) T fVsige 10 12 0 RJgfanaea( 6 ) 


2 41-4113 PAPER STM 124) (BFl M 3 11 10 — I Ctteaty (7) 

3 ll-HH? TO BORER WWTE (33) (CO) T Thomson Jones 7 11 9...—. 

i 3>I-U TffiBtJ^CLia 02 ) f IOSwub 

5 1U-02FP TME ENtHJGH (361 1 Breaks 6 10 11 — GBraday 

6 2213 COUJMCHFfl71RAtna31Ci6 -MrPHwtoyfS) 

7 lOfKfi tA FDNTAMUAU (IS) D BnMl 7 10 0 GTomcy (3l 

-7tJedterad- 

Unanuni weigh r lCa. Tree handtap w«gni.- 1 a Fontamrasau SH ?». 

Bnrwaw The BteCMkMCotancflta. 4-1 PwerSbs. S-l Time Enoudu 
8-1 TTn BoBer WMe. 20-1 La Fonttefatoao, 25-1 Staonnig Start. 

onril OLIVER SHERWOOD NOVICE HURDLE 
^^1 (CLASS E) £2500 added 2 m 

1 1U CASTLE SWEEP (121 D Ncnotewi 4 13 5 Jftowi 

2 5214 KEff IT ZIPPED 09) (D) (BF) 0 Sherwood 5 11 S-I Oaboroe 

2 3 OBIHl BOY (19) J Curas 4 10 12 LOHan 

4 W COUNTRY BOY (10) I Burger 4 10 12 .WMcfatand 

5 35-5 FRHYS BOY (24) J Wine 5 10 12 LWyer 

6 GREY STORY A j iWson 7 10 12. .M Dwyer 

7 0-0 LORD LOFTY (02) Wre) Pnman 5 10 12 -WMaKtan 

8 -443- UACGEORSE (234) R LW 5 10 12 -PtfcLK&fln 

•3 0&1 PEACE LORO 126) Mri D Hone 5 10 12 6 Hogan (31 

ID 0322 PBSASU5 BAY (461 .V lfe£i 4 10 12 D Byrne 

U OOP PERHKAL CM) tY CB» 5 10 12 J ladder 

12 WTO AM IR A9» 5 ID 12. MrPHn4ey(5) 

13 05 ZKAS SON (281 C Poporr. 5 l£i 12 

- 13 dedared- 

BETTTNG: 4-7 Castle Sweep. 4-1 Keep a Zipped. 12-1 Peace Lard. 14-1 
Lon! lafly, 16-1 Pageem Bay, Who Am f, 30-1 often. 

to on I TYNE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) i 

\^zzl £3500 added 2 m 

1 303P-15 KEff YOUR DtSIAWX (19) {Dl Vlis M Rneley 5 11 10 ■ 

-PNhWI 

2 3JIW ZAITDON 114) |Dl D Kelrbcn 4 11 7 .WHanhm 

3 64 >*1-0 SUVEa73)(DiMf5NUiiajty513 7 R JMmaoo (5j 

4 3F4-4M SAW Cfa(5HD)F . Ionian 7 U 2 _ J ladder 

5 3232« FOX SPARROW (U) U>| N rmWei 5 10 1± A S StnNk 

-Ededared- 

BETTDO: 6-4 Keep Your Distance, 7-2 Suivez. 4-1 Zettaon, B-l Setait del, 
Fox Sparrow. 

I '» ~ n n1 DAVID NICHOLSON NOVICE CHASE 
°~ w l (CLASS E) £4500 added 2 m 

1 12S0-F1 CALUSK BAY (14) ID) 0 i4>\vftt3 6 11 6 . _..J Osborne 

2 5 iVF- ASKTOUf4«i)TTaie6110_. RGantUy 

i 026563 NAQ0BE11A (19) J PlVJW 7 11 0 PMvra 

4 0004-10 OLD ALE 1231 J CifaE 5 11 0. lOTtera 

- 4 dwlm ml - 

BOTBJC: 1-6 Cafisoe Bay, S-l Ash Tte*. 12-1 NafJJbete, 25-1 Old Ale. 

\ 0 Of\l LEVY BOARD MAIDEN NATIONAL HUNT 
FLAT (CLASS H) £1500 added 2m 

1 flACHC DS4GLE Urt S Jotroal - 11 ’. fitonson® 

2 96 T7E0 Mrs p Dudeta 4 11 7 .... . .^.Jfictecl Hunt (7) 

3 4 EUPHORIC IUUS10N (9) Ws S SmYt 4 11 7 ft IMMesoa (7) 

4 r> HARHY80Yp27)Ab5Jftviar61I -SKnotfP) 

5 UBERTAnAN 0 SfiewH 5 1 13 7 JftAHmey 

6 OPERETTD mg Susai Neck 5 U 7...— Mr £ James 

7 RBBffi CHOP N HeiKEficn 5 11 7 ML»«{7) 

8 ROYALE CAMERON Mrt F il®n - 11 7 JH W Marta (7) 

9 0 SEVERN Hi. p) J Bradley 4 U 7 PMeLMgiBn 

10 S7MEU»«0mEMnM5Ur r .. _ ..JJBbti»s(7| 

11 Mi SUPfBeNOniANefflJPvief^ 

13 6 WARDS SMASlCR (186) N 5mnfi £ u ; MrNBradev 

13 P AKSISTER 129) C feoi 5 H 3 GHacan(3) 

l-i 6 MNUMOO (38) J Pttan^ £ U 2 JSu I Womal (7) 

- 14 declared - 

0E77W6: 5-2 Ufiertanan. 3-1 Mdutg Crop, 7-2 St AMteR Ortee, 6-1 Nap 
ry Boy, 8-1 Stehortc Bbttwn, 14-1 Operetta, 25-1 often. 


more to 
help poor 

Sports politics 


The Sports Council yesterday 
promised lhai more money 
from ihe National Lotieiy 
would go to clubs and councils 
in poorer parts of the country. 

Officials have found That 
many inner-city areas were 
unable to meet their contribu- 
tion to the cost of projects such 
sports centres and swimming 
pools. So from the beginning of 
next year, successful applicants 
in 70 designated areas in Eng- 
land - IS of them in London - 
will have to pay a maximum of 
10 per cent, instead of 35 per 
cent at present. 

"In very exceptional circum- 
stances. it will be even less," 
Derek Casey , the council's chief 
executive, said. 'The figure of 35 
per cent was proving a bit steep 
in the more deprived areas and 
applications were not coming in. 
Lottery money should be for all 
the people and ihis change of 
criteria should help." 

The change of rules puls 
some sections of sport almost on 
a par with the arts, which re- 
quire organisations to pay five 
per cent of the cost. 

The council also plans to 
give more money in all areas to 
schools which open their facil- 
ities for community' use, in- 
creasing the amount available 
from 65 percent lo SO per cent. 
This is designed to increase the 
link between schools and clubs 
and prevent talented youngsters 
falling by the sporting wayside 
after finishing their studies. 

The council has given £7m lo 
HO new schemes this month, tak- 
ing the total lo date to £l22m 
involving 751 projects. 

The biggest of the latest 
awards, if./m. goes towards a 
multi-sports development at the 
Edge HiU College of Higher Ed- 
ucation in Ormskirk, Lancashire. 
The smallest award is £972 for 
an ail-weather pitch at Wire 
Cricket Gub in Hertfordshire. 


IndyCar test 
for unsettled 
Herbert 

Motor racing 


Johnny Herbert, who won the 
British Grand Prix in July, may 
follow the former world cham- 
pion Nigel Mansell to 
IndyCar racing. 

The move to the United 
Slates depends on bow Herbert 
performs in a test drive for the 
Pacwesi team next week and 
whether he can find grand prix 
employment. "1 have got to 
keep my options open." he said. 

Herbert is still without a 
Formula One drive for next sea- 
son. despite finishing fourth in 
the drivers' championship with 
Benelton-Renault. He is in 
compel ition with Mark Blundell 
for ihe second seal ai Suuber- 
Ford alongside the German 
Heinz-Harald Frenizen. 

Herbert, however, is keen to 
stay in Formula One and after 
wins last season at Si/versfone 
and Monza knows he can com- 
pete with the best - provided he 
has the right machinery ai his 
disposal. 

"I don't want to be in grand 
prix raring just to make up the 
numbers," he said, “If. howev- 
er. I can’t drive with a compet- 
itive team, then I would 
certainly consider lndyCars." 

Pacwesi are searching for a 
leading driver to team up with 
another former Formula One 
driver. Brazil's Mauricio 
Gugdmin. in the IndyCar series 
which proved such a successful 
arena for Mansell. Herbert will 
test drive the team's Reynard- 
Ford at the Firebird circuit 
near Phoenix. 


I FIXTURES 


Football 

UEFA CUP Ttrirt round second teg: Sfcfaj 
Prseue iOi v Mien i 7.I5»: Lem lOivSlawa 
F*n£ut rO> 17.301 

PONT1NS LEAGUE Fast Division: Stoke OW 
v tororcfurri /joreat r 7.0: Enerton » fJewa-Wk? 
Did i7.0r. Second Division: HuOderefiem v 
(tate-rhum (7 01. 

FA YOUTH CUP Second round: Birrnrtgfiam 
ury v Basfldon tno (7.0t. 

Ice hockey 

BRITISH LEAGUE First Division: Ctetmsfort 
Dnettairc v Petertarough Pirotes t8.0>. 

Other sports 

RACING: Fawsiham (1240i; Nonjntfam 
1 12.301: Taunior* ii2 50i 



; ,r* 
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sport 


There is something quite honourable and moving 
spectacle of two opponents retiring with ‘ 




even 


It wasn't easy to notice it amid all 
the noisy and well-deserved trib- 
utes to Mike Atherton’s great in- 
nings in Johannesburg on Monday, 
but those nail-biting fifth-day 
heroics also represented a tri- 
umph for an even more reticent 
creature: the draw. Cricket, once 
the subject of endless mockery for 
its frequent failure to deliver clear- 
cut results, has in recent times ab- 
sorbed the win -lose culture that 
dominates modem sport. 

Television, dominated by impa- 
tient Americans and Australians, 
is devoted to i jC stark contrast be- 
tween victors and vanquished: it 
prefers a penalty shoot-out to a 
handshake - it Likes to cut between 
laughter and tears. And one-day 
cricket, which insists on a winner 


even if it has to resort to some 
crazy arithmetic to find one, seems 
to have entered the bloodstream 
of the modem player. But what 
Atherton's innings proved was 
that a draw can be the best - the 
most dramatic and resonant - 
result of all. He himself said as 
much in a post-match soundbite. 

It is, on the face of it ironic. Ac- 
cording to the normal criteria for 
sporting thrills, Monday in Johan- 
nesburg was a day of unremitting 
tedium. Nothing about it could 
have been captured by a pro- 
gramme of highlights, because 
there weren't any. England scored 
a measly 186 runs (two per over); 
only one wicket fell. Maiden fol- 
lowed maiden in a dumb proces- 
sion. For the casual spectator. 


counting down the overs must 
have seemed about as exciting as 
a chug-past of empty freight cars. 
But for fans it was a day pf slow- 
burning drama. Every over repre- 
sented a steady blunting of South 
Africa’s hopes and nerves. As 
England prodded their way to 
safety, you could see shoulders sag 
in the outfield; when Brian Mc- 
Millan started mouthing curses at 
Jack Russell as he scarpered about 
the crease like, well, a Jack Rus- 
sell, it was bard to stifle a cheer. 

It was only a draw, but as many 
armchair fans in chilly England 
were quick to say, in its way it was 
better than a win. We shouldn’t be 
surprised by this. Some of the 
greatest games in recent memory 
have been draws. One thinks of 



ROBERT WINDER 


Graham Gooch's grand match at 
Lord’s when he scored 333 against 
India, Mohammad Azharuddin 
replied with a dashing century of his 
own and Kapil Dev looked four con- 
secutive sixes to save the follow-on. 
Then, of course, there is the cele- 


brated tied Test, which exists now 
as a piece of grainy footage show- 
ing^ Wfest Indians sprinting about like 
p in halls to secure a match-saving 
run-out on the final balL One 
thinks of Ccrwdrey hobbling out for 
the last over with a broken aim, or 
of Gavaskar astounding history by 
scoring 221 to bring India to within 
an inch of an improbable last- 
innings target of 438. What could 
be more winning than this? 

There are many other examples. 
Yet the draw continues to strike 
many people as a soft option, an 
infuriatingly inconclusive waste 
of time. Americans famously dis- 
like football because of its enthu- 
siasm for low-scoring draws, which 
most indeed seem pointless to a 
mentality that assumes the only 


reason to play sport is to win. But 
the point & not to win - it is to try 
to win. Thera, is something quite 
honourable and moving in the 
spectacle of two opponents retir- 
ing with honours even, having 
withstood the best the other had 
to offer, and with a tacit agreement 
to have another crack next week;. 

Draws of this son are peculiar 
to cricket (and chess), where in- . 
drviduaigames are part of alarger 
match. There is a sense of mutual 
respect, which m the case of 
cricket, with its five-day tussles, 
seems well-earned. The mere pos- 
sibility of a draw gives the game a 
third dimension, something richer 
than the monochrome finality of 
winning and losing, Gose draws 
keep.the tension going right down 


to the wire by keeping alive both 
teams' hopes of a win; oven not* 
so-close ones, like this week’s, 
give the losing team something to 
fight for. So it is a shame that the 
draw has become something of an 
endangered species. In recent 
years it has become* rare beast. 
The bald figures are startling: in 
the 70 Tests before this tour Eng- 
land drew just 19. In the JQ before 
that England drew 46. 

Atherton’s “"finest hour" stand in 

Johannesburg reminds^ us that a 
stand-off can be every bit as satisfy- 
ing as a vfctcay. but also (witness the 
shell-shocked look on Hansie 
Gooje’s face afterwards) jist as mor* 
tifying as a thrashing. It was, as they 
say^nght out of the top draw. 

Ken Jones is on holiday 



Dreaming spires: Despite the construction having only begun in June, Manchester United's new North Stand - the biggest in Britain - should be completed by April 


Photograph: Action Images 


United remodel their theatre of dreams 


T here is one thing that you 
can be sure of when you 
talk about about Old “fraf- 
ford’s new North Stand: it is go- 
ing to end in tiers. Three to be 
precise, a massive 26,000-seater 
monument to the enduring 
popularity of Manchester 
United. 

Walk into the ground and the 
sheer size of the thing hits you. 
Even in an age where the breath 
is regularly taken away by spec- 
tator areas such as at Ell and 
Road, Anfield and St James’ 
Auk, this is a gargantuan struc- 
ture, reaching high into the 
old Trafford Park docklands 
sky. 

It dominates the theatre of 
dreams, at 3.600 tons looming 
twice the size of the existing 
structures - and Old Trafford 
was hardly a tin-pot shambles 
with rickety old sheds to stand 
under to start with. When it is 
complete - and the estimates 
are for April - some 55,300 
people will be creating a noise 
redolent of the terrace era in 
support of Eric Cantona and co. 

“Even though I'd seen the 
drawings and been involved 
throughout the planning stages, 
it surprises even me," Martin 
Edwards, United's chief exec- 
utive. said about the stand that 
will be the biggest in Britain. 
“It's an impressive structure." 


Sob the speed with which the 

North Stand is being erected. 
Work began only in June and by 
last Saturday's match against 
Chelsea, the bottom tier - the 
equivalent of the previous canti- 
lever stand built for the 1966 
World Cup - was occupied for 
the first time. 

Already the capacity is nudg- 
ing the “sony, no more seats” 
numbers of lak year and the un- 
dertaking to have at least that 
number ready for the European 
Championship has been com- 


Six months after work began, they are already allowing fans 
into Old Trafford's new super structure. Guy Hodgson reports 


pleted six months ahead of 
schedule. 

“The simple problem was of 
demand,” Edwards continued. 
“We had a beautiful concentric 
ground with all the stands the 
same size, but we couldn't fit 
in eveiyone who wanted to 
watch Manchester United. We 
had 123,000 members last year, 
most of whom wanted to come 


to Old Trafford several times 
a season. With a capacity of 
little more than 43,000, it 
meant we were turning thou- 
sands of people away. In those 
circumstances, the economics 
dictated we couldn’t let the 
shape of the ground dictate 
what we did.” 

Ah, the economics. United 
have been accused of worrying 


more about pennies in the till 
than goals in the net, but they 
can hardly be accused of stint- 
ing. The North Stand is going 
to cost around £19m, which 
when you indude the £9m to 
buy the land it stands on makes 
the total cost more than £1,000 
a seat 

“We’ve estimated we are 
going to need to fill Old Traf- 


ford 100 times before the stand 
is paid for, which means five sea- 
sons if we’re lucky,” Edwards 
said. “We’re usually- dose to 
capacity for League games, but 
we don't always sell out for 
Coca-Cola Cup ties and Euro- 
pean matches.” 

The stand will also provide 
the centre-piece for events be- 
yond United’s matches, in- 
cluding European dub finals. It 
would be natural to host more 
FA Cup semi-finals there, too, 
while rugby league, which 


Manchester United’s new three-tier North Stand 
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Capacity of Premier League grounds 


Premier League CJU> 

CiqaBdty 

- Capacity of hugest stand 

Manchester United 

55,000* approx 

North Stand: 26,000 approx - . 

Aston VUa 

39.400 

Holte End: 13,500 approx 

Leeds United 

40.204 

East Stand: 14,990 

Liverpool 

4L352 

The Kop: 12,681 

Arsenal 

38,755 

North Bank: 12,400 

Newcastle United 

38.610 

Ettiitttion Stand: 11.955 

Chelsea 

31,654 

East Stand: rU326 

Sheffield Wednesday 

36,000 (40,000*) 

Spion Kop: 11,000 

Manchester Oty 

32,000 

The Kippax: 11,000 

MiddleGbroug) 

30,000 

East Stand: 10,315 

Nattintfram Forest 

30,500 

Executive Stand: 10,037 

Tottenham Hotspur 

33,000 

East Stand: 10,000 

Blackburn Rovers 

31,367 

Jack Walker Stand: 11,000 

Wimbledon 

26.000 

Homesdale Road Stand: 8^00 

West Ham United 

2&014 

West Stand: 8,000 . 

Evsnon 

. 40,000 approx 

CMatfys St Terrace: 8,000 

Southampton 

15,000 

West Stand: approx 6,500 

Coventry 

23,500 

Main Stand: approx 6,000 

Queen’s Park Rangers 

19,000 ' 

Elersfe Road Stand: 4,842 

Bolton Wanderers 

22,616 

Manchester Rd Stand: 3,520 


Magic moments in diaries of the unexpected 


Everything is now geared to- 
wards 25 December, yet it is the 
events of 25 January that res- 
onate through the pages of the 
year's most riveting football 
reads. 

Eric Cantona did not, alas, 
keep a diary giving Jbis version 
of mat fateful night at Crystal 
Palace or its aftermath. Alex Fer- 
guson did, and A Year in the Life 
(Virgin, £12.99) reveals how the 
Manchester United manager 
was torn between the instinct to 
defend Cantona and a realisation 
that he was indefensible. 

Amazingly. Ferguson was 
still unsure what had happened 
when he arrived home to learn 
that Cantona had “karate- 
kicked the guy”. Too sick at 
heart to watch a recording, he 
went to bed, but could not 
sleep. “At 5.25am I got up and 
pul the video on. I couldn’t 
believe what 1 saw." 

It is testimony to Ferguson’s 
candour and the editing skills 
of Peter Ball that the tempo 
does not falter either side of Sel- 
hurst Park. The inside story of 
.Andy Cole's £7m signing is 
fascinating - Ferguson then 
considered him better value 


than Les Ferdinand - while he 
pulls no punches about Black- 
bum’s shortcomings. 

The extent to which 1' affaire 
Cantona dominated a season 
bristling with big stories is 
evident from another diary, by 
the Chariton striker Garry Nel- 
son. Amid the unexpected de- 
lights of Left Foot Forward: A 
lear in the Life of a Journeyman 
Footballer (Headline, £12.99), 
is this initial reaction: “Just 
when I thought I was safe to go 
to parties again and say I’m a 
footballer...” 

East forward to March. Nel- 
son is pole-axed at Bristol Gty 
and is carried off in agony. “A 
City fan leaned out of the 
crowd. That’s your career over, 
you bastard,’ he crowed. 
Thoughts strayed to Cantona. 
If only he’d been carrying the 
stretcher, Td have paid all his 
fines for him if, dropping me 
like a hot potato, he’d vaulted 
the hoarding..." 

Karran Brady’s Brady Plays 
the Blues (Pavilion, £14.99) is 
billed as the diaiy of Birming- 
ham's mould-breaking manag- 
ing director. Although one 
always has a sense of events 


Phil Shaw reviews a year in the life of the best football tomes 


being viewed with hindsight, it 
contains entertaining insights 
into the odd trio of Brady, 
David Sullivan and Barry Fry. 

At one point. Fry tells a 
player Sullivan wants him out. 
Brady insists the owner said no 
such thing, forcing the manager 
to backtrack. Later, she turns 
to Fry saying: “I can’t believe 

S iu did that." The Arthur 
aley of football replies: 
“Yeah, Kazza, it was a bit of a 
kick in the bollocks, wasn't it?" 

Which brings us back to a 
certain Frenchman. Ian Ridley’s 
Cantom; The Bed and the Black 
(Gollancz, £14.99) is an intel- 
ligent and critical study of a life 
and a career. The book is 
“unauthorised" and better for 
it, Ridley shedding far more 
light on the complex character 
he calls “part Ram bo. part 
Rimbaud” than Cantona did in 
hs setf justifying autobiography. 

Gary McAllister stays on the 
fence about Cantona’s time at 
Leeds in Captain's Log (Main- 
stream. £14.99). The Scotland 
skipper does, however, quote 
one manager (sadly anony- 


mous) who derided Cantona as 
“a poor man’s Joe Jordan”. He 
is also more forthcoming about 
how, but for Brian Clough's bel- 
ligerence, he might now be 
leading Nottingham Forest 



Vying with the diary for for- 
mat of the year is the oral his- 
toiy. Kicking & Screaming , by 
Regan Taylor and Andrew 
Ward (Robson, £16.95), is rec- 
ommended especially to any- 
one who forgot to video the 
BBC2 series while watching 
Cracker. Memories and 
trace a national obsession 
the days when a pair of boots 
had to last years through the 
Brylcreem Boys to today’s mil- 


As a study of a folk hero, 
David Irstone’s The BuBy Years 
(Thomas Publications, £8.99) is 

Steve BulTs^^^g Jstid with 
Leicester’s Steve Walsh) but 
long on goals. AD- the 250-phis 
Bull has scored for Wolves are 
described, and it is a tribute to 
the author that hemmssn many 

knock-irts into a dramatic litany. 


Uonaire players and their 
agents. 

Stephen Walsh's Voices of the 
Old Firm (Mainstream, £14.99) 
performs a similar role in 
recording eye-witness accounts, 
laced with acid Glaswegian wit, 
of the past 50 years of Rangers 
and Celtic. It is a tale of devo- 
tion, rivalry and bigotry - and 
that's just the players. 

Tom . Witt must also have 
been up to his spectacles in in- 
terview tapes. Curiously,^ Pas- 
sion for the Game: Beal Lives in 
Football (Mainstream, £14.99) 
coaxes more “real” experience 
from stewards, kit men and 
press-box assistants than from 


the likes of Ron Atkinson and 
Robert Chase. 

My favourite involves the 
PA announcer at LiverpooL 
Annoyed by the Tftnnoy man 
who gave details of a car to be 
moved as Tommy Smith was 
about to take a penalty, George 
Sep h ton wrote in pleading 
“Gisstqob". They did, but he 
froze at his first game. 

“All my mates are down 
there in the crowd. I've either 
got to get on and do tins or pack 
my bags and emigrate.” He sur- 
vived, and is still going strong, 
but the next day: T was in my 
car/ driving through Bootle, 
and I stopped and just cried for 
20 minutes. My nervous system 
was shredded." 

As tears go by, the heavy- 
weight dub histories get bigger 
and better. No one does nostal- 
gia as expertly as Breedon, 
whose latest batch include books 
on Blackburn, Bolton, Derby (a 
pictorial record) and a timely 
paean to Middlesbrough's past, 
ante Park Memories, by 

£14.99^! Meanwhile, their 
Breedon Book of Scottish Foot- 
ball Records (£14.99), edited fry 


Gordon Small es, is a must for 
tartan anoraks. 

Hamlyn are market leaders 
in the “official” illustrated 
homage- An impressive autumn 
collection features updated 
editions on Arsenal, Liverpool, 
Manchester United and Tbt- 
tenham, plus a new volume on 
Celtic (all £16.99). 

As arguably the fattest and 
most expensive tome ever, A 
Football Compendium (British 
Library, £60) is a Gam among 
reference works. Compiled by 
ftrter J Seddon, its 5,000 entries 
detail everything written or 
recorded about the game in 
these islands since 1863. Forex- 
ample, there have been 45 books 
on Arsenal, nine on George 
Best and one on Albanian footy. 
One for conmletists. 

Duncan Chilcott’s Hi 
Guide to Football 
(£12.99) may have a similar 
appeaL An illustrated buyers’ 
guide to memorabilia, h is a 
treasure trove of shirts, caps, 
trophies, medals, works of art, 
records, 1 books, stamps, pro- 
grammes, cigarette cards et aL 
What price Cantona's old Bruce 
Lee posters? 


already uses the ground far in- 
ternationals, will scarcely be de- 
terred by an increase of 12,000 
in potential ticket sales. In- 
deed, the single biggest reason 
wftythe new national stadium 
is unlikely to be binit in the east 
of the city is rising on the banks 
of the Manchester Ship Canal. 

How big can Old Trafford 
get? Peter Beattyjoint man- 
aging director of HDstone Lau- 
rie, foe construction consultants 
for the North Stand, believes 
that is a matter of technological 
advance and Manchester Unit- 
ed’s determination. "At the mo- 
ment, the .next stand most 
capable of expansion is the old 
Stretford End,” he said, “but 
that was rebuilt only a couple 
of years ago and foe club is un- 
likely to want to knock it down 
for a few years yeL” 

A railway line runs to the 
south, while police would be 
loath to let United expand to the 
east on to what is foe main con- 
■ course into the stadium. “As 
structural engineers, we regard 
these problems as a challenge,” 
Beatty said. “They said it 
wouldn’t be possible to bund a 
stand on foe mirth ride because 
of an access road, but we’ve 
managed ft. In fact, it's* i 
of some pride that the built 
has gone on wifoout.that 
ever having to close.” 


Forest in 
dire need 
of new 
recruits 

Glenn Moore on the 
hard task ahead for 
Britain's last hope of 
European honours 


from the carousel at East 
Midlands airport in the early 
hours of yesterday morning he 
was asked if he would be able to 
strengthen his squad before the 
Uefa Cup resumes in March. “I 
do not know, you will have to ask 
the chairman,” the Nottingham 
Forest manager replied. 

Clark is likely to do just that 
himself, but he knows he is un- 
likely to get a positive answer, 
at least not to foe extent re- 
quired to make a difference. It 
may seem chudish to talk of 
strengthening Forest so soon 
after they earned a 1-0 aggre- 
gate win oveT Gtympique Lyon- 
nais, but dark is aware there 
are tougher challenges ahead. 

Already into tomorrow's 
draw for the quarter-finals are 
Barcelona, Bayern Munich and 
PSV Eindhoven. Milan, who 
play tonight, are expected to join 
them. Daunting opponents, 
especially os Colin Cooper, so 
steadfast at the heart of R) rest’s 
defence during Tuesday’s goal- 
less draw in Lyon, will be sus- 
pended for thefiik leg. 

Cooper picked up his second 
yellow card of the competition for 
kicking the ball away and, thou^i 
he said be hoped the club might 
appeal after looking at the video, 
he admitted a reprieve was un- 
likely. “Itisgoing to beveiy hard 
to watch having worked so hard 
to get here,” Cooper said. “If we 
get a big one I do not know 
whether I would rather we were 
at home first, so I could play in 
the Nou Camp for example, or 
away, because there would be a 
great atmosphere for a secondly 
at the City Ground.” 

With CariTikr now at Aston 
Villa, AJf Inge-Haaland is 
Cooper’s likely replacement as 
their thin squad is stretched yet 
further. Any new players would 
have to be signed by 15 January 
to be eligible for the rest of foe 
competition but there is little 
money available. 

Although Clark has brought 
in almost £10m with the sales of 
Stan Collyroore, Tiler and Lars 
Bofainen, more than half has 
gone in various deductions and 
on Kevin Campbell and Andrea 
SBenzi - neither of whom can 
make the first team. The rest is 
helping to pay off Forest’s 
multi-million pound debt How- 
ever, each tie realises £500,000 
and the same amount is in , 
limbo awaiting the Premier 
League’s ruling on Ooliymore’s 
claim to a ait of his transfer fee. 

Should Fbrest draw the likes 
of Milan the emphasis, once 
more, is likely to be on defence. 

It is almost eight hours ance they 
conceded a goal in Europe and 
Copper said: “The way we play 
has been ideally suited to it. 
■Rams have put us under a lot 
of pressure but we do not allow 
them to get behind us because 
we play fairly deep. They can 
play some nice footnaH but they 
cannot play one-twos behind us. 

“Ws are Eke everyone else, we 
would love to win three or four- 

nil, but itdoes not matter in the 
end as long as you get through.” 

. ■ Forest's progress has already 
helped Steve Stone enter foe 
England squad and it may yet 
earn Cooper a recall. The cen- 
tral defender played two Umbro 
Cup matches during which Eng- 
land conceded six goals. On both 
occasions tbe back four was ex- 
perimental and it showed. 

Cooper said: ‘Tou can look 
at if from that point of view but 
I am sure there is many an es- 
tablished international who 
came in because of injuries and 
took his chance. I thought I did 

reasonably well and Terry Ven- 
ables did say players from teams 
who stayed in Europe will come 
to the forefront of nis thoughts. 

I would love to be in next sum- 
mer’s championships.” 
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Football r ; : 

RUPERT METCALF 

The Duncan Bsmison come- 
back begins tonight. The Ever- 
ton and Scotland. striker, who 

was released 6 dm . (Glasgow’s 

BariinniftpxisonJastnidnth af- 
ter serving 44 days of a three- 
month sentence imposed -for 
head-butting an opponent while 
playing far Range re, had bis 13- 
match playing ban suspended by 
a judge yesterday. 

Ti^ght FtTguJwn win play for 
Evert on’s reserve team against 
their counterparts from New- 
castle United, in a hurriedly 
arranged Pontius League fix- 
ture. “There'll be 15,000 to 
20,000 people there- that's how 
influential Duncan is on Mer- 
seyside,” ins team-mate, Dave 
Watson, said. “If he comes 
through, he’s got a chance for 
Monday,” when Evertdn en- 
tertain West Ham in a televised 
Premiership game. 

Yesterday, at the Court of 
Session in Edinburgh, Lord 
Prosser ruled that a judicial re- 
view into the. 12 -match ban 7m- 


fetures have counted towards 
ttie suspension. . 

While Ftemison saved time 
tot ms oo-field misdemeanours,- 
Paul Gascoigne has escaped 
tiie same fate. Neither the Eng- 
. land midfielder nor his Rangers 
team-mates John Brown', and 
Alan McLaren - nor Billy 
Dodds of Aberdeen — will be 
prosecuted for their involve- 
• ment in various ugly incidents 
during a Scottish Premier Di- 
vision match at Jbrox last 
.. month.'. Glasgow's Procurator 
Fiscal said last ni^i the had con- 
sidered a police report on the 
Jinatcii- and had decided “to 
take .no proceedings against 
any person on tins occasion.” 

Another relieved man is the 
Aberdeen defender, Stewart 
McKommie^ who will not face 
legal action after an alleged el- 
bowing oftence for whichhe was » 
sort off at Partick bast Saturday. 

The Republic ctf Ireland wfll 
. have more fans on their skie at 


Association should take place. 
The suspension, which still has 
seven games to run, has been 
lifted until the judicial review is 


completed. 

“We fed he btis been doubly 
punished,” the Evert on secre- 
tary, Michael Dtmford, said; 
“We don't think a custodial 
sentence was appropriate, but ' 
that was what the court ad- 
judged and we have to respect 
that. Ferguson had the suspen- 
sion imposed by the SPA fol- 
lowing an incident in April 
1994, when he butted a Raith 
Rovers defender; John McStay. . 
It was upheld by an appeals tri- 
bunal last month. 

Fferguson sat out one inatch 
for Rangers before the ban " 
was put on hold pending the 
court hearing. After -joining. 
Evert on last season, he played/ 
in the first two matches of this • 
term before, needing Aheipia - 
operation. Everton’s last four . 


ionship - qualifying play-off 
agamst theNetherlands at An- 
field. The Dutch FA has taken 
up only 11,000 of its 16300 al- 
kx 3 tion,audthesuri^wfflnow 
goto the Irish, who should have 
nforeth^2^000pebided)eer- 
: mg tberooci- Keane is-uri^ 
likely -to be playiog in a green 
shirt, however. The Manchester 
United' midfielder, recovering 
from ahenna operation, was not 
deemed fit enough fo play in a 
reserve inatch last night/ 



Flowing move: Pete Sampras attends to a nosebleed during his match in Munich yesterday 


Photograph; Reuter 


Sampras enjoys easy passage 


ham City with misconduct fol- 
lowing qxwd'troubleatlast 
month’s -First- Division match 
against Mfflwall. Iffound guOty, 
Otyco^£^afoie,asu^>eo- 
dedsentence-oreven the clo- 
sure trf St Aflffrw^s. 

rfete the £3tX)^0^^ning of' 
Barcekma’s Danish striker, 
Ronnie Hkelnnd, today; while 
.one (foal to go through yester- 
day saw Bolton Wanderers buy 
tile Plymouth Argyle midfield-, 
er W^e Burnett, who has 
beea on.Joan at Bojcnden Park; 
for two months, for £ 100 , 000 . 


Tennis 


Fete Sampras, the world No 1, 
earned $762300 (JE50&000) for 
a day’s work when he cruised to 
a 6-ly 7-6 first-round victory over 
his American compatriot 
Patrick McEnroe at the Grand 
Slam Cup yesterday. 

Sampras, who guided the 
United States to' their Davis 
Cup triumph last weekend de- 
spite an attack of cramp, can in- 
crease his earnings m the 
worid^ richest tennis event to 
12 . 12 m by winning the cup. 


The Wimbledon champion 
won the first set ag ains t McEn- 
roe with ease. Although his 
form slipped slightly in the sec- 
ond, Sampras used his big serve 
to maximum effect on the fast 
indoor surface to take the tie- 
break 7-1. In fact, Sampras had 
more trouble with a nosebleed 
than with his opponenL 
There are no rankings points 
at stake at the Munich tourna- 
ment, which brings together 
the 16 best perfonnexs from the 
four Grana Slams - Wimbledon 
and the US, French and Aus- 
tralian Opens. 


However, the huge amounts 
of money on offer persuade 
many players to postpone their 
end-of-year holiday following 
last month's ATP Tour world 
championship. Sampras has 
earned a bonus of $500,000 just 
for turning up in Munich after 
victories at Wimbledon and the 
US Open. The losers in the 
quarter-finals - the next round 
for Sampras - are guaranteed 
$262300, while the eventual 
winners prize is $1.625m. 

But the American admitted af- 
terwards that he had no major ex- 
pectations from the tournament 


after the energy-sapping Davis 
Cup victory against Russia. “1 still 
feel tired, mentally and physi- 
cally,” Sampras said. “I have no 
great expectations here. I have 
come here thinking: ‘If 1 can play 
well, then good. If not, then I u 
go home and it’s been a good 
year'." 

In the quarter-finals, Sampras 
will play another big server, 
Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia. 

The American Todd Martin 
booked his place in the quarter- 
finals with a 7-6. 6-4 victory over 
Spain’s former French Open 
champion, Scrgi Bruguera. 


are cock-a-hoop Unpaid Hadley leaves Widnes 


Basketball 


After being locked out for more 
than two months, the National 
Basketball Association’s regu- 
lar referees taay be officiating 
games as soon as Monday. Al- 
though their new agreement 
with the league has yet . to be 
completed, the referees will be 
undergoing physical tests and a 
brief refresher course cm the 
rules this week . 7 

By the narrowest of margms, 
27-26, the referees voted on 
Monday to accept a contract of- 
fer from the league that was, 
however, less lucrative than 
what they had wanted. Gone 
will be the replacement 
most of whom Caine from the 
Continental Basketball Associ- 
ation. Most players are pleased. 


Ortlieb is; the 
fastest in 
first practice 


“Even though we beat our- 
selves,, the refereeing was hor- 
rendous," the Miami Heat 
center Alonzo Mounting said af- 
ter Monday nightfs Miami- 
Boston game, in winch a fight 
broke out between the Celtics' 
Psri/isEIKsan and Thomas, 
a Heat rookie. “They shouldn't 
be able to call a high school 
game. It’s skteningwfaat they da 
They Hew the wbfetie too mudi, 
I thought there was an echo in 
the bunding.^ A£ one point I was 
scared to touch anyone." 

Under the five-year agree- 
ment, first-year referees would 
make $75^XX) <£50300) this year 
and $99,000 in. the final year of 
tte d^ not mchufing moo^ iw 

pfcty-offe. Veteran officials would 
be raid $ 211,000 this year and 
$27BfM0 in the final year. 

The leag ue has claimed the 


rises would make NBA officials 
the highest paid in sport, but the 
referees said they would not. 

The San Antonio Spurs 
signed All-Star center David 
Robinson to a new contract that 
will keep him with them the rest 
of his career. 

“The Spurs and David 
Robinson have come to an 
agreement on a multi-year con- 
tract- a new multiyear contract 
- that allows David Robinson to 
be a Spur for life,” the Spurs’ 
general manager, Gregg 
Popovich, said. He would not re- 
veal terms of the agreements, 
but he did confirm that as long 
as Robinson played in the NBA 
it would be for the Spurs. 

. Robinson, 30, in his seventh 
NBA season. Last year was the 
league’s Most \hluable Player 
Award winner. 


Rugby League 

DAVEHADFIELD 

The Welsh rugby union and 
league international winger, 
Adrian Hadley, has walked out 
on Widnes, saying he will 
never play for them again. 

Hadley, like a number of 
Widnes player, is owed money 
and said: “Widnes haven’t 
honoured my contract and I’m 
not prepared to accept the 
situation any longer. I have 
played my last in atch for them." 

Hadley, who is recovering 
from a knee injury, joined 
Widnes from Salford three 
years ago and has been linked 
with a return to his old code at 
the age of 32. But he says that 
he has had no approaches and 
may retire. 


The club's chairman. Jim 
Mills, said that he was 
disappointed by Hadley’s 
decision, but promised that 
players will be paid before 
Christmas. 

Another Welshman. Scott 
Gibbs, has been passed fit to re- 
turn for Si Helens in their 
Regal Trophy quarter-final 
against Halifax on Sund.ay. 
Saints have told Welsh clubs 
they are wasting their time 
trying to entice Gibbs, who 
replaces the cup-tied Paul 
NewJove, back to union. The 
Western Samoan captain, John 
Schuster, will miss that match 
and could be out 
until the new year after break- 
ing his thumb. 

Kevin Ellis, yet another 
Welshman, has offered his 
sendees to his former club. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Hendry survives early scare 


Snooker 


Stephen Hendiy, the world 
chamnkm, came from behind to 


Patrick Ortlieb docked L r the; 
fastest time in yesterday's open- 
ing practice for the Alpine ski- 
ing World Cup downhill at Val 
dTsfere on Saturday. "Hie Aus: 
Irian, who won Olympic gold ih- 
this French resort in - 1992, 
docked lmai ffI39secon the icy 
piste, which was shortened be- 
canse of the lack of snow at the 
top. 

Ortlieb has not won a World 
Cup downhill since winning in 
KitzbQbel in 1994. 

The OreOier-KiUy piste, on 
which the slddrs will have to nm 
two legs on Saturday, seemed 
to favour heavyweights since ; 
Norway's Atle Sfcaardal, who is 
stocky, had the second best 
time of 1:10.65 ahead of Aus- 
tria’s Roland Assinger. He is 
aiming to emulate his brother. 
Arm in, who won on the oouise 
last year. 

The women have a super-G 
race today and a giant slalom 
tomorrow. The men. in addition 
to Saturday's dcwahilL.bave a 
super-G on Sunday with a pos- 
sibility of a super-G or slalom 
for women as a replacement for 
a racs cancelled at Lake Louise, 
in Canaria. 

Weather conditions have al- 


raccs in Tignes, France, as well 
as Lake Loufce. With the sea- 
son barely under way- the 
women are already four races 
behind' schedule. 


record his. 14th successive vic- 
tory in the second round of the 
German Open in Frankfurt 
.yesterday. . • - 

, The Scot made a second- 
frame break of 126 on his way 
to a 5-Swin over Malta’s Tony 
Drago and be now faces Rod 
lawlpr, a 24-year-old from Liv- 
erpool, in .tonight's qnartcr- 
fi«ta( ‘~ 

. Hchdiyidst three of the ffist 
four frames and admitted;: *T 
couldn't afford to let Ibny get 
any further ^ahead. It was vital 
for me to win the fifth frame” . 

That is exactly what the'new- 
ty crowned UK diamplon did,' 
and breaks of 79, 72 and 56 car- 
ried him through .to the last 


eight. Hendiy was only 51 
points in front m tbe last frame, 
with four reds left on the table, 
when Dragp, who had missed an 
easy pink, conceded. 

Hendry said later “I’m find- 
ing it difficult to get psyched up 
for this tournament as I was in 
the UK championship. How- 
ever, I had to slow down the 
pace to keep Ibny away from 
the table for long periods. He 
■ became very nervous because of 
1 l" . 

- Lawler, who is currently ly- 
ing 45th in the global rankings, 
caused an upset when he de- 
feated the world No 5, James ; 
Whttana, 5-2. 

Tawler lost the first frame 
- and the fifth, but in between 
out-potted the Thai, who has yet 
to get beyond tbe last 16 of a 
ranking tournament this season. 


Peter Graf’s personal appeal 


Pfeter Graf, the father of the 
world No 1 Steffi Graf;, has 
asked to appear personally be- 
fore a judge, to make his appeal 
for release from custody malax 
evasion case. 

Several written requests for 
release from jail have been re- 
jected since Peter Graf was ar- 
rested on 3 August after a 
judas’s decision that there was 
a risk of his feeling to avoid 
prosecution. Peter Graf' l} 3 ^ 
not been charged, but is being 
investigated on suspicion of ar- 
ranging to pay too little tax on 


his daughter’s earnings when he 
acted as her manager. 

Pfeter Wechsung, the chief 
prosecutor, said that Peter Graf 
reed a request yesterday saying 
he wanted to give an extensive 
explanation of his position. 

Steffi Graf also remains , 
underinvestigation in the case, ; 
as does the family tax adviser, ’ 
Joachim Eckardt, who was 
arrested in September, and is 
also being treated as being-at 
risk of fleeing. 

Steffi Graf has already 
deposited DM2Qm (£9m) to 
Cover taxes investigators be- 
lieve may have been evaded. 


England A in 
an awkward 
situation 

Cricket 

England A’s management face 
some delicate selection deci- 
sions over the next 24 hours in 
Pakistan. A pre-tour promise 
to give every player at least one 
“Test" chance means that the 
Hampshire off-spinner Shaun 
Udal and the Warwickshire 
batsman Dominic Ostler will 
definitely play in Peshawar 
when the third “Tfest" against 
Pakistan A starts on Friday. 

However, the weather-af- 
fected second “Test " 1 in 
Rawalpindi has left a clutch of 
other players demanding an- 
other opportunity in Peshawar 
to show what they can do. 
Batting places, in particular, 
will be at a premium with Ja- 
son Pooley and Anthony Mc- 
Grath both having had just one 
i nnin gs each so far in the 
“Tfest” series. 

Tbe all-rounders Ronnie 
Irani and Craig While have 
also had little opportunity with 
either bat cir ball - and with the 
captain. Nasser Hassain sure to 
play, there is pressure on the se- 
lectors to leave out either Jason 
G altian nrNidc Knight in an ef- 
fort to find room for others. 

On the bowling side, War- 
wickshire's 77m M union will 
definitely sit on the sidelines in 
Peshawar, whatever the pitch 
conditions there, which will 
rive the Sussex fast bowler Ed 
Giddins another deserved op- 
portunity. 


Basketball 

NBA; (nflena lOB PWaOetpUB 91; Now rex* 
92 Dallas 87: Homan 103 Utah 100; San An- 
tons 117 LA Lafcett 89; Pnoeno HZ Vancouver 
1U8: Semite 119 rorontp 89: Orunoo 114 La 
Cappers 105. 


Football 

MBwafl have signed Tim Carter on a free 
transfer irom Cwford United, The SB-yesr- 
otd gMlkeeoer, who was at The Den for 
two years untfl last summer, will cover 
far the American, Kasey tetter, who flies 
to the United States for a tournament 
In January. 

Yokohama Madras won the J. League 
title yesterday when they beat Verdy 
Kawasaki, the two-times defending 
champions, 1-0 in the second leg of the 
championship play-off in Tokyo. 
TUESQAirS LATE RESULTS; Ltafe Cup ttM 
round, that teg: Lyon 0 Noon Foreta 0 iNol- 
On&mrt Fores win 1-0 on ggpcgatKl. Other 
Urns Werder Bremen 0 RSV EMtmnm 0 fPSV 
Wi 2-1 on Ftera 3 Branty 1 rHoma 

J-3 on aggffiWtei: Barcelona 3 SewKe 1 
iBarcefcns ntn *-2 on aggrK&tr)\ Benfica 1 
Bayern Munch 3 fSapenwn ~-2anq&E£M. 
En rti la M i mw ncB Laaare Fkat Divtsiorc 
M Umfl 0 Chariton ? . Second DMsJowCiw* 
4 Bnstoi Crtv 2- BriTs Scottish League first 
DMskxe Dundee 1 Dumbarton 1 BMVC 
Spalding Cup Second round; Bwrepove 3 
Telford Darter tsdra nmej; Mareeambe 6 Al- 
wneftam 4. League of wales League Cup 
fiHtNMffldt; Newimn 1 Coara* 1 IMBond 
Leegoe ChMonee Cup THid round; Cokv^i 
Bay 3 Accmtglon Stanley 3: Bomber Bridge 0 
Lancaaer 1: Gwnsborougn 3 FncMey 3: Leek 

0 EasMooo Tom 3: Spennymoar 5 Emiey 0. 
Butter Homes League Dr Martens Cup net 
round, aecood lee Kate's Lynn 3 Ruskdan 0 
iagp2-V. SeeoraJjMJnitehleyl Imntndge 
K mtWwiti 0 Moor Green 0; Ekri*w«am Town 

1 Camtnfee &tv 0; Chehenham ^ Qoucesier 
(h Ewsham ? E*a» 2: nwston 2 Hreuay TffRti 

3; Waseriocufe 6 Rett 0. Ids Laague first 
DM«ioii:BBencwOWterMesl:Ma(1aw3Toot- 
KlgSM lAtcham 1 Second [>wsion: Chaflom 
SfPeter O BratftneU 0: HuneeriianJ 0 Owstart 

3. Item DMEtaK Hareflew 2 Racxwdl Head) 

4. Catton Cup Second rouul: AUenrtot Town 
3 Mauenhead 1 Cwtton Trophy Second 
ramfc Cove 0 MBmpton 4; KeiBEbuy 2 Oep- 
tnn 5. kttnfldr &d»o*» Htfiaad AttonCe: l^r- 
5toe 6 WncMey AWeac 1; Swfnal 2 Ok&my 
LJowon Eastam Loagua Premier OMsfan: 
htodwgi 1 Sudtaoy Wanderm D Wootfen^e 

0 Wlwhoin 2. North West Coandas Lsaee 
Red Ohtafan: Booda 3 St Helens O; Easwrood 
htanlqw 2 Oartome 2: Mane Road 2 Datwen 1: 
Satforrf 3 Pirmffi 1 Pontlia LeoSne First Dl- 
vbJon: Hladthum Rowsrs i Etatton Wandemis 

1 lar fission Norm End; Notts Couroy 2 Uv- 
erpooi 2; 5he1>kH0 Wetfnosday 0 Shortwkl UU 
Otm ftotfiartiem Ml. Second BhtoiMfc Bum- 
ley 0 Prerton North End 3: Mancoester OBy D 
Hu* Oty 0; Port vate 3 Cowraiy Cfijr L raw 
Dfvtetor [jiesieiiRk] 2 Rocntmie 1 r A Youth 

Socood nuod: OUsm Attiete 3 Yont cny 
2: Derby County 3 Dor easier Romm 5; Sronr- 
tad 4 Eider Oiy 0: Pf>Tnouth Aigyle 1 East 
feghi. 


Wanington. Ellis has signed to 
play for the Australian Rugby 
League, but is without a British 
club at the moment. 

Warrington have their first 
choice scrum-half. Mike Ford, 
out for several weeks with a 
hamstring injury, while his pre- 
decessor, Greg Mackey, is due 
to retire and fly home to Aus- 
tralia next week. 

The former Castleford 
coach. Danyl Min de Velde, has 
arrived from Australia to take 
charge of his new club. 
Huddersfield, for the first time 
against Whitehaven on Sunday. 
Van de Velde has resigned as 
chief executive of the South 
Queensland Crushers to take 
up the post. 

Wigan have been invited to 
take pan in Bristol rugby union 
club's sevens next May. 


Golf 

AMERICAN EXPRESS EUROPEAN WOMEN'S 
TOUR 1996: May: 2«LVe«i Open (St Hens. 
Cnepstou). 10-12: Cosu Azul Own I'Aroerta 
ana Qutmo do Peru. Ljstxni. 24-2 6: Buicn 
Open (rerun e> be announced). June: 7-9: 
Foni Sorrwrul Danish Open (Yefie). 13-16: 
Deesse Swiss Open iMafeon EHancfte. Gent- 
*ai. 19-22: Ewan Masters ifltaol £vfan. Ri. 
27-30: AusmanOoeniVieiinaL Jdy:4-T:Hen- 
nessy Cup iCobgnei. 25-28: Guerdon Inert 
Hofldays Open ilfwi. Aug: 1-4: Toumamem 
tba. 8-11: McDonald's WPGA champujnswp 
itoa). 15-18: Weetabn Women's British 
Open tYnbumh 22-25: Tiygg Hansa Open 
iHamnge, Srocknoimi. 29 Aug-lSeptConv 
paq Open lOretm. Swel. Sept: 5^: tba. 12- 
15:tb& 20-22: SoffiemCup- Europe v urrtM 
States fSr Pfem. Chepstowi. 26-29: Mare- 
do Open (Treuoeiberg. HamowsJ. Oct 3-8: 
Three Nations Cup iHenri-Cfiapefle, Bel). 10- 
13: Italian Open a Seaka <R Picooto. SJcflyi. 
17-20: French Open (tba). 24-27: Spanish 
Open fnon La Mansi Sp). Dates to be eoo- 
firaictJ: WiBdnson Sword English Open {The 
CMaoshUe); Stamen open iDaimahoyi. 


Ice hockey 

Dean Richards, the Dumfries Border 
VSangs forward, has Joined the Newcastle 
Werriors, me struggling Premier League 
side. The 25-year-old. a Canadian wrth 
a British passport. Is the second top- 
scorer for Vikings this season. 

NHU Pittsburgh 6 NY blandets 3: Honda 4 
Washington 3; Boston B Dallas 4; Detroit 5 
fttftx&prta 3; Taranto 4 Ottawa U Gotorsto 
12 San Jose 2: St Lou» 1 Calmly 1 (ofl; Van- 
couvor 6 Edmonton Z 


Pools 

LiTTLEWOODS: Treble chance: 24pta 
£ 76 3.05. 23 £34 JO. 22 £2 .60. Four draws 
£2.40. 10 homes £49.25. Hvo sways 
£1,31300. 

VERNONS! TroWe chance: 24pts £249.45, 

22 £15.80. 10 homes L43J30. Five mays 
£34.56. 

2ETTERS; TrtW* chance: 24pts £83.16, 23 
£3 JO, Four drawn £75.40. Eight homes 
£2.60- Four mays £793J0. Easy six 
£75.40. Lucky numbers IS 14 38 33 9 34. 
Goals galore £1.70. 

BRITTENS: Trebto chance: 24*8 £28-20. 

23 £230. Four draws £2.80. Eight homes 
£88.70. fin sways £163.30. 

Rugby Union 

NORTH TEAM (v Midlands. OS Divisional 
Ctwploneiilp, Nottin^wn, Sat 8 Dec}: J 
Msllrtdcr i Sale): A Healey lOrrrf). J Bnm- 
defl (Salei, P Johnson (Oiret. copU. CTMsa; 
N LBey (Sate), D SteOy; B BakMn IWaM- 
«bU), G fieneh Bathj. M ShaBey Wfta Hante- 
pool). U Greenwood rwaspsi . J r outer (Sate). 
R Arnold (Nsncasaei, C vyvyon. N Mwrst 
I Sale). R^Nacemems: S Cooke, c Loc 
(West Hartlepool). N Ryan, A &ndth (Sale). T ; 
Herbert (Wtes Hartlepool), P Stewart (Wake- 
feW. 


sport 

Crawley is 
given chance 
to impress 


Cricket 


John Crawley has landed the job 
he wanted most this winter - and 
England can bank on him trv- 
ing to make a real success of it. 
It seems certain thal Crawley wiD 
walk out to bat at No 3 for next 
week's third Test against South 
Africa - but he will know exactly 
what another member of the 
squad is going through. 

“Of course I’ve got mixed 
feelings," the 24- year- old Lan- 
cashire p/ayer said after being 
handed the position England 
hoped Mark Ramprakash 
would fill with distinction. Craw- 
ley will bat at No 3 in the four- 
day game against Boland 
staking today in Piaarl - the only 
fixture between the second and 
third Tests. “You would be quite 
an evil person if you didn't. I'm 
happy to get the chance hut 1 
know exactly how Mark feels. It 
has happened to me." 

Ramprakash has been left out 
following scores of nine, four 
and nought in his last three 
knocks. Although he is only 2b. 
his future looks far from bright. 
England have picked him for 19 
Tests over the past five years, but 
his average is below 17. After 
shewing encouraging early form 


in South Africa Ray Illing- 
worth. the England manager, 
promised him the first two Tests 
of the scries - since when the 
runs have dried up. 

Crawley batted at No 3 in the 
final Test of last summer and 
played well enough to take a 
half-century off the West Indies. 

But he has had failures as well, 
particularly in Penh earlier this 
year when finishing the Ashes 
series with a pair, and his own 
average of 22 after 16 Test in- 
nings urge nth’ needs improving. 

Crawley understands the 
problems batting first-wieket 
down presents but is a willing re- 
cruit. “It's my favourite position, 
the one I would choose." he said 
“It is a vital position because you 
either have to act as a No 5 or 
as an opener, depending when 
the first wicket falls." 

Dominic Cork, Devon Mal- 
colm and Angus Fraser are all 
rested in Paarl - as is the cap- 
tain, Michael Atherton. For 
Boland, the former England 
lest bowler. Phillip DeFreitas. 
will have more to prove than 
anyone following Illingworth’s 
assertion that the World Cup 
door remains open. 

ENGLAND (four-day match v Boland, Paart, 
KtartSw today): A J Stewart icapti. P A Strum. 
j P Crtwipy. G P Tlwipe. G A Hcv, R C Russell 
rwku. M Vtafanson. D G&jffi. R f. Oinguctm. M 
C Pott. P j Manm. 


Lara wants Board 
to 'face the facts’ 


Brian Lara says his dispute 
with the West Indies Cricket 
Board of Control will force oil 
the problems in Caribbean 
cricket out into the open. 

Lara withdrew from the West 
Indies' tour to Australia after 
being fined tty the WICBC - 
along with three other players 
- for misconduct during last 
summer's series in England. 

The 26year-old batsman said 
that he had “assessed my situ- 
ation and I thought thal I could 
not continue playing cricket 
under the same problems that 
keep coming up. 

“My issue is a very small one 
in the’entire scenario and hope- 
fully next Friday when the West 
Indies board meet they could 
address the real feels and what's 
facing West Indies cricket" 

The WICBC have scheduled 
a meeting for 15 Decemher in 
Barbados to address the dispute. 


Lara said the Board “will now 
have to account to the people. 
So, too, the players will have to 
account to the people." 

For those who would prefer 
he fight his battles at the crease. 
Lara suggested that the World 
Series Cup is the only series he 
will miss. He said: “if I am al- 
lowed back into the team, 
whenever. 1 will just assess the 
situation and see if! can play- 
under the same environment." 

Lara has won the backing of 
Trinidad and Tobago's sports 
min bier. Pamela Nicholson. “1 
am very supportive of Lbe line 
Brian look." Nicholson said. 

There is precedent for 
governments intervening in 
cricket controversies and 
Trinidad's prime minister. 
Basdeo Panday. has said that “if 
it becomes neeessajy. govern- 
ment could become involved in 
resolving the mailer." 


Sheldon appointed by Surrey 


Surrey yesterday appointed 
Paul Sheldon as their new chief 
executive in succession to Glyn 
Woodman, who announced his 
resignation earlier in the day. 

Sheldon will take up the post 
on 1 January. A former direc- 
tor of the publishers. Hodder 
and Stoughton. 42-year-old 
Sheldon played cricket for 
Durham University and Sussex 
Young Cricketers and has a 
background in sales, marketing 
and general management 
ftbodman, 4S. started a three- 
year contract in February 1993, 
but hb term of office was marked 
by membership unrest and dress- 


Sainng 

Tou^i action was promised jesterctoy by 
Jim SdKonstaH, who has been appointed 
Britain's CtympK team coach to tate the 
squad through the 1996 games tegat- 
ta m Savannah ana beyond. Rod Carr 
becomes Olympic team manager. 

Tto England teams, one from the 
south and the other representing the 
east, will contest the Role* com- 
modores' Cup next year, in which three- 
boat teams of amateurs compete. 
Wales. Scotland and Northern Ireland 
will also have two teams each. 


Snooker 

GERMAN OPEN (Frankfurt) second rmn± 

S Henttrv (Sco) tt T Dregs (Maaa) 5-3; R Latter 
(Eng) MJ wwura (Thai 5-2: J Hifflsns (Seal 
tx M Kjng (Eng) 5-3: D Mo t&n IWaO M N Bond 
(Engl 6-1. 


ing-room dissatisfaction. Geoff 
.Arnold left Surrey as coach in 
November ly?3 and was re- 
placed by Grahame Clinton- hut 
he resigned earlier this autumn. 

Woodman said in a letter, an- 
nouncing his decision: “I was 
hrought in three years ago and 
my hrief was to run the club on 
a modem businesslike basis, 
while recognising that it was still 
a members' club. This was a dif- 
ficult and not always popular task, 
not made easier by havinc to 
serve under three separate chair- 
men in three years. 1 worked well 
with all three but their views on 
the club were different.” 


Table tennis 

Jill Parker, the 41-year-old farmer Eu- 
ropean champion, will come out of re- 
tirement id lead England's women 
against Germany at Hastings on Tues- 
day. For the men's European League 
match agamst Germany on the same 
night. Ale* Perry of Devon and Andrew 
Eden of Lancashire have been drafted 
tnso the squad, replying Bradley Bilung- 
trin. 

Tennis 

Britain’s Clare Wood was knocked out 
in the second round of the Challenger 
event in Pans yesterday, beaten 6-3. 

4- 6, 6-3 try the American qualifier, An- 
gela Letnere. 

GRAND SLAM TOURNAMENT (AtaaWch. Ger) 
First round: T Marin lUSi to S Bn^uera 'S&i 
7-6 54; P Sampras OiSi Dt P Mctnioe (USi 

5- l 7-6. 






Tlie Royal Marines are recruiting now. 


linitediteartBnBiteteinBfffattafeMtaBld SHggS|» 
1 Bf tepttB 1 m telic f ifl taw psg. 

tM i RmfMfflfli puffin n*& «c*»i-hahjnes 

Join tbe Marines. Call 6345 388 123. 








INDEPENDENT • THURSDAY 7 DECEMBER 1995 


‘Ever since they were cast adrift by the big utdotls th& Western 
Samoans have been engaged in. a battle lor survival 
STEVE BALE on an endangered species v . : . 28 



Rowell forced 
to undertake 
drastic surgery 


Steve Bale 


Rugby Union Correspondent 

Two new caps, four changes of 
personnel and another two of 
position in the team named last 
night to face Western Samoa at 
Twi ckenham on Saturday week 
amount to drastic surgery by re- 
cent England standards - more 
akin, in fact, to the bad old days 
of the Eighties than the stability 
which has served so weO in the 
Nineties. 

Such, then, is the difficulty 
caused to Jack Rowell, whose 
managership has been mainly 
frustration, by his proper insis- 
tence that England find the 
means to play a rugby of 
dynamic movement rather than 
the attrition that likewise had 
served them so well. Last 
month's defeat by South Africa 
appears to have exploded a 
tew more theories. 

One is that Mike Catt is the 
one to exploit the threequarter 
resources so often left under- 
exploited, at any rate for the 
time being. “We have not 
given up on Mike Catt at 
outside-half,' 7 Rowell suggested 
when the announcement was 
made before England trained at 
Marlow. 

Catt reverts -one might say 
is relegated - to full-back to 
accommodate Paul Grayson in 
half-back unison with his 

Northampton partner, Matthew 
Dawson. Lawrence Dallagtfo is 
the third newcomer; having im- 
pressed on his brief debut as a 
replacement blind-side flanker 
against the Springboks, he will 
play on the open side where be 
has now undertaken to play for 
Wasps. 

Graham Rown tree's claim 
to be loose-head prop could no 



longer be withstood, leaving the 
choice at tight head between 
moving Jason Leonard into his 
Lions position or Victor Ubogu 
staying put. After the strictures 
to which Rowell subjected 
Ubogu before the South Africa 
™*di, this was not too hard a 
choice, however- reluctant 
Leonard may be in the know- 
ledge that on Sunday week his 
back will be as stiff as a board. 

Quite apart from the general 
uncertainty about how a new- 
look - though, according to 
Rowell, not experimental - 
team will go, there remains 
one specific uncertainty. After 
two yellow cards, Mark Regan 
is due before the Gloucester- 
shire disciplinary committee 
on Tuesday; if, as is probable, 
he is suspended Graham Dawe 
will come in for his fifth cap at 
booker. 

Grayson is a 24-year-old Lan- 
castrian, who has been playing 
rugby only six years and was 
once a semi-professional foot- 
baller with Accrington Stanley. 
He played himself into this 
tram with his performance for 
the Midlands a gains t the 
Samoans last Saturday. His 
accurate place-kicking was 
ended in the decision to discard 
Jonathan Callard, though 
Grayson would never have been 
selected without his perceived 
capacity to launch a back line. 

Curiously, Grayson was not 


known as a running outside- 
half until Northampton went 
into the Second Division this 
season and started beating 
everyone by 50 points. On the 
contrary: he first came to pub- 
lic attention by kicking Bath to 
a famous cup defeat by 
Waterloo three years ago and 
did little to dispel the negative 
impression after he subse- 
quently became a Saint. 

Dawson, on tbe other hand, 
demonstrated his pedigree 
from the moment he came into 
tbe Northampton side, even 
when he was having to play out 
of position in the centre. 
Rowefl said that he would prob- 
ably have displaced Kyran 
Bracken whatever bad 
happened when Samoa played 
the Midlands - in which case tns 
ex qu isite personal contribution 
provided the most handsome 
endorsement the manager 
could have wished. 

In the pack, Rodber’s 
mediocre showing before he de- 
parted the Springbok lest im- 
plied he was the one under 
pressure from Dallagho but as 
soon as he was restored to 
fitness and then form — again 
against the Samoans for tbe 

Midlands - the attentio n shifted 

to Andy Robinson, mercilessly 
relegated to the bench (along 
with the other three discards) 
after winning his first cap in six 
years. 
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ACROSS 

I Firm in which training is giv- 21 

en priority? (6) 

5 Young seafarer unforth- 
coming about quantity of 23 
wine sailor's carrying (5-3) 

9 Runner initially noticing 

several people engaged in 25 
walersports (4-6) 26 

10 Palish te How regarded as an 
expert (4) 


12 Primate’s 
Ing loud e 


receiv- 28 
of dis- 


13 Old priests seen in Moroc- 
co by serviceman (4) 2 

15 Offering to repair boot with 
naH (8) 3 

18 Kidnapped is full of vigour 

(?) 4 

19 A few lines in Arabic 


penned by secretary (4) 5 

A new board game artist 
made from expensive ma- 6 
terial(6) 

leftln a cellar, maybe? (3- 

5 ) 

After a job (4) 8 

Bribe professional killers 
to suply means of silencing 14 

C^lakes merchandise in- 16 
advertently (8) 

Extract from Clement At- 17 
dee's talk (6) 

20 

DOWN 

Fascinated by army range 22 

ihoad line possibly made by 24 
shoulder-belt (9) 

English side supported by 
hooligan was eliminated (6J 


be Showdown at the Bridge 


Dressers having underwear 
entrusted to them? (6, 2, 7) 
Station dance is something 
of a game (8) 

Plutocrat returning from 
abroad turned up in British 
resort (5) 

Not fit to watch anything but 
black-and-white films ? (3, 6) 
Instrument producing very 
high notes? (9) 

Spinner’s trajectory de- 
scribed as excellent (3-6) 
Incomer evoking strong re- 
sentment (8) 

Celt getting excited about 
very fig secret (6) 


v -'- Ti, ,j..' rr.-.-f-;: 




Net working England's John Crawley practises at Paarl yesterday In preparation for the third ftst 


Photograph: Graham Chadwick/AUsport 


Brighton stay put for another year 




Brighton have been told that 
they can remain at the Gold- 
stone Ground for an extra year, 
following talks between the lo- 
cal council and the development 
firm buying the stadium. The 
Seagulls, who are selling their 
home of 93 years to help to pay 
off £6m-worth of debts, were 
due to move out in June next 
year. 

The stay of execution until 


June 1997 follows negotiations 
between Hove Council and 
Chartwell Development Prop- 
erties Limited, who plan to 
build a store after levelling the 
Goldstone site. 

Have’s Council leader, Ivor 
Caplin, announced the reprieve 
yesterday but he was neverthe- 
less fiercely critical of the dub’s 
decision to move from the 
Goldstone at all “When the 
present owners get a return of 
their funds from the sale of the 
ground they could give tbe dub 


back, via the local council, to lo- 
cal people to run -people who 
win care about our community 
and not sell it for any reason,” 
he said. 

Brighton’s plan was to share 
Portsmouth’s Fratton Park 
ground next season blit that idea 

Has received a cool reception 
from the Football League, 
which wants to be satisfied the 
Seagulls have a new stadium in 
the pipeline to return to. 

Caplin shares that view and 
said: “If the dub ends up play- 


ing at Portsmouth, It will be bet- 
ter tolerated as long as sup- 
porters know there is going to 
be a new ground to move back 
to." 

Caplin added that the results 
of a specially commissioned 
study that was set up to iden- 
tify the best site for a new 
ground would be known before 


The news that Brighton can 
stay at the Goldstone for an ex- 
tra year was greeted enthusi- 
astically by the dub’s chief 


executive, David Bellotti, last 
night “When we met Hove 
Council and representatives 
from Chartwell three weeks 
ago, we were hopeful of getting 
another year at the Goldstone 
and it’s wonderful news. Now 
all our efforts will go into 
identifying (he land for our new 
stadium.” 

Bellotti promised that 
Brighton would be lodging a 
planning application as soon as 
possible. 

United's new dream, page 30 
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to come over mid-July (5) 
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The boardroom showdown be- 
tween Chelsea rivals Ken Bates 
and Matthew Harding is un- 
likely to resolve their bitter 
power struggle this morning. 

Harding, the Stamford 
Bridge landlord, is determined 
to force chairman Bates to 
climb down over his enforced 
exile from the directors' box. 

The multi-millionaire wfli 
also seek to block plans for (he 
new South Stand - centred 
around a hotel development - 
and Harding looks set to gain 
i the backing of the managing di- 
rector, Grim Hutchinson. 

But such is the boardroom 

set-up, with long-term Bales’ ap- 
pointee Yvonne Todd the only 
other director, that the pair 


could find themselves in a clas- 
sic stand-off And, as Bates 
points out: “If the directors split 
50-50, oar rales say the chair- 
man gets the casting vote." 

Still, it should be a lively con- 
frontation between the fan with 
a fortune, and the old football 
politician who has kept the dub 
alive through 13 difficult years. 

The pair have avoided each 
other since Bates accepted 
Harding’s resignation from 
Chelsea Village, the football 
dub’s parent company, as a de- 
claration of his takeover intent. 

But that has not prevented 
a virulent media battle, with 
Bates accusing Harding of em- 
barrassing Chelsea, drinking 
too much and lacking the busi- 


ness acumen to run the dub. 
His 42-year-oLd opponent, the 
89th richest man in the country 
and with £26.5m alreadytied up 
in the dub, has not risen to the 
taunts, merely observing that 
Bates “is the wrong chairman” 
and ch allenging Him to match, 
his financ ial commitment. 

Whged against a background 
of “mystery” shareholders, ap- 
peals to the fans and even tales 
of hu g gin g ; the dispute - bashit 
the dressing-room, with the 
Chelsea manager, Glenn Hod- 
dle, reportedly recruited to the 
Harding camp and Bates al- 
legedly lining up the disgraced 
and exiled former Arsenal 
manager, George Graham, as 
his eventual successor. 


Clough steps out 
of the shadows 


Roy Evans yesterday paid trib- 
ute to .forgotten man Nigel 
Clough as he prepares to come 
out of the shadows to answer a 
Liverpool selection crisis. 

The former England player 
looks certain to start against 
Bolton on Saturday because of ' 
international call-ups as well as 
injuries to NeiL Ruddock and Ian 
Rush. Jason McAteer.Phfl Babb 
and Mark Kennedy are all want- 
ed by th&Republic of Ireland for 
next week’s European Champ- 
ionship play-off against the 
Netherlands at Anfield. 

It gives Clough, signed from 
Nottingham Forest two years 
ago, his first start in the league 


since the final game of last sea- . 
sou, as Liverpool bid to end a ' 
seven-match ran without a win, 

“I can’t believe no one h^s, 
made an offer for NigeL He C- 
a class player. He has never let ■ 
anyone down when he has been 
in our team," the Liverpool 
manager said. “Nigel has had a 
bad time and it’s been difficult 
for him, but now he has kick- 
started himself again and got 
hims elf back in tbe picture.'* 
Evans added: “He is a veiy 
honest lad and he gets on with 
hjs job. Now we find ourselves 
in aposftkm with places up for 
grabs. It’s amazing how things 
can change in football." 











